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Tamura Delivers Trade Protest to U.S. Envoy 
OW051141 Tokyo KYODO in English 1117 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 5 KYODO—International Trade 
and Industry Minister Hajime Tamura on Tuesday 
handed U.S. Ambassador to Japan Mike Mansfield a 
letter of protest against the latest moves of the U.S. 
Congress in connection with an omnibus trade bill. 


In the letter Tamura said that the trade bill regrettably 
contains protectionist clauses, especially the so-called 
“super 301 provision” calling for tougher retaliation 
against foreign countries that are believed to engage in 
unfair trade practices. 


The revision of the 301st Clause of the 1974 Trade Act, 
calling for a transfer of the authority to impose sanctions 
from the President to the U.S. trade representative and 
mandatory invoking of sanctions, would give rise to 
strong fears that the U.S. is moving toward protection- 
ism, Tamura said. 


He reiterated in the letter that a provision calling for the 
U.S. Government to impose a three-year import ban on 
products of the Toshiba group runs counter to the basic 
principle governing illegal technology exports in viola- 
tion of COCOM [Coordinating Committee for Multilat- 
eral Export Controls] rules stipulating that offenders 
must be punished by governments of the nations in 
which such violations occur. 


Tamura also warned that enactment of the Toshiba 
sanctions provisions would adversely influence Japanese 
public opinion and fuel anti-American sentiment. 


Mansfield was quoted as saying that the U.S. Government is 
holding to the stance that it objects to the trade bill in the 
form agreed upon in a Senate-House conference. 


He also said the tougher trade bill appeared to have been 
affected somewhat by U.S. congressional anger triggered 
by a video film compiled by the Japanese Agricultural 
Association which denounc d imported farm products, 
Japanese officials said. 


Obuchi Reiterates Stance 
OW060407 Tokyo KYODO in English 0314 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 6 KYODO—Chief Cabinet Secre- 
tary Keizo Obuchi said Wednesday that the government 
stance on beef and orange trade with the United States 
remains unchanged. 


The government spokesman told reporters that Japan 
has been insisting that liberalization of beef and citrus 
imports is difficult and wants to resolve the dispute 
through bilateral negotiations. 


NORTHEAST ASIA I 


Obuchi made the comment in reference to remarks made 
by a top government official Tuesday night that the 
government thinks that it is desirable to liberalize 
imports of beef and oranges. 


Companies Admit Illegal Exports to PRC 
0W060747 Tokyo KYODO in English 0719 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 6 KYODO—Two Japanese trading 
companies have admitted illegally exporting sophisti- 
cated measuring devices to China despite the fact that 
they knew such exports violated the regulations of the 
Coordinating Committee for [Multilateral] Export Con- 
trol (COCOM), police sources said. 


Officials of the two companies—Kyoxuto Shokai Co. 
and Shinsei Koeki Co.—are being questioned by police 
investigators and have reportedly, told them that they 
knew their exports of measuring devices were in viola- 
tion of COCOM rules. COCOM, of which Japan is a 
member, monitors illegal exports of strategic goods to 
communist countries. 


Police investigation has revealed that Kyokuto Shokai 
has exported 17 digital memory and other measuring 
devices made by Iwasaki Electric Co. and that Shinsei 
Koeki purchased undisclosed numbers of such devices 
from Japanese retailers and delivered them to China. 


Police said Kyokuto Shokai is also suspected of smug- 
gling in violation of the customs law since company 
employees hand-carried the devices to China. 


Iwasaki Electric Co., the maker of the devices, is now 
also under investigation as it is suspected of having been 
involved in the illegal exports. 


The investigators were told by the Ministry of Interna- 
tional Trade and Industry that Iwasaki officials fre- 
quently visited China at the time Kyokuto Shokai was 
exporting the Iwasaki products. 


Iwasaki officials reportedly told the investigators that 
they visited China for an exhibition of their products 
and that they had warned the trading companies that 
exports of their sophisticated measuring devices would 
constitute a violation of COCOM rules. 


The investigators, however, are not convinced by the 
Iwasaki explanation, the sources said. 


They suspect that Iwasaki actually was involved in 
export negotiations held between Kyokuto Shokai and 
Chinese officials and even took charge of the servicing of 
the devices, the sources added. 
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Violations Not To Affect PRC iscs 
OW05 1041 Tokyo KYODO in English 1035 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 5 KYODO— Ilegal exports by two 
Japanese firms of sophisticated measuring devices to 
China will not adversely affect relations between the two 
countries, Chief Cabinet Secretary Keizo Obuchi said 
Tuesday. 


Obuchi told reporters China might have imported the 
devices without knowing that such a deal was in viola- 
tion of COCOM restrictions on exports to communist 
countries. 


“At this moment we don't believe the incident will 
immediately cause any abnormal relations between 
Japan and China,” he said. 


Obuch: said the two Japanese trading firms were 
searched Tuesday under the government's policy to 
investigate and punish those involved in such deals 


“The government will stick to this policy and will 
prevent such incidents from recurring,” he added. 


A high-ranking Foreign Ministry official said the minis- 
try has informed the United States and China of the 
incident. 


The official, who asked not to be named, said the 
incident is not likely to trigger anti-Japanese criticism at 
the U.S. Congress and said the Japanese Government 
has no intention of interfering in “normal trade” with 
China because of the incident. 


Venezuela’s Lusinchi Arrives for 4-Day Visit 
OW050805 Tokyo KYODO in English 0725 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 5 KYODO—Venezuelan President 
Jaime Lusinchi arrived Tuesday for a four-day state visit 
to Japan which includes meetings with Emperor Hiro- 
hito, Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita and other Japa- 
nese leaders. 


Lusinchi is the first Venezuelan president to have visited 
Japan since the two counties established diplomatic 
relations in 1938. 


He is accompanied by Foreign Minisier German Nava 
C arrillo, Finance Minister Hector Navarro and other 
officials. 


The president will be the first foreign guest to meet the 
emperor since the Japanese head of state underwent an 
intestinal bypass operation last September. Their meet- 
ing will be held at the Imperial Palace Wednesday. 


Lusinchi will then hold talks with Takeshita at the 
Government Guesthouse. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


According to Japanese sources, Lusinchi will ask 
Takeshita to expand imports of nonoil products, transfer 
capital and technology, and help Venezuela repay exter- 
nal debts totaling 34 billion dollars. 


The sources said Venezuela, a major oil producer in 
Latin America, plunged into an economic crisis in the 
1982-83 period due to the outflow of foreign currency 
and was hoping to strengthen relations with Japan to 
overcome its economic difficulties. 


Lusincni and his party will ride in a Shinkansen bullet 
train Friday to Kyoto for a sightseeing tour of the ancient 
capital in western Japan. 


They are due to leave Osaka International Airport for 
home the following day. 


Welcomed by Crown Prince 
OW060427 Tokyo KYODO in English 0231 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, Apr:l 6 KYODO—Crown Prince Akihito 
Wednesday welcomed visiting Venezuelan President 
Jaime Lusinchi in a ceremony held at the guesthouse on 
behalf of Emperor Hirohito. 


Prince Hitachi, the emperor’s second son, was also 
present along with Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita 
and other cabinet members. 


After a review of the Ground Self-Defense Force’s honor 
guards, Lusinchi shook hands with each cabinet member. 


The Venezuelan head of state was to be received by the 
Emperor following the welcoming ceremony. 


This marks the first time the 86-year-old emperor will 
have met a foreign guest since undergoing an intestinal 
bypass operation last September. 


Meets Emperor Hirohito 
OW060531 Tokyo KYODO in English 0453 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 6 KYODO—Emperor Hirohito met 
with visiting Venezuelan President Jaime Lusinchi 
Wednesday in his first official meeting with a foreign 
dignitary since he underwent intestinal bypass surgery 
last September. 


Lusinchi, who arrived Tuesday on a 4-day state visit to 
Japan, was formally welcomed at a ceremony attended 
by Crown Prince Akihito at the Akasaka Guesthouse. 


Following the ceremony, the president went to the Impe- 
rial Palace for an audience with the 86-year-old emperor, 
who recently resumed attending to a portion of state 
affairs after recuperating from surgery performed last 
September 22. 
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The emperor and Lusinchi met for more than 20 minutes 
at the Imperial Palace and exchanged gifts. 


Imperial Household Agency officials quoted the emperor 
as telling Lusinchi that he was sorry he could not attend 
the formal welcoming ceremony, a function he usually 
attends to greet a foreign head of state on an official visit 
to Japan. 


He also reportedly said he was pleased to note the 
progress made in economic relations between Japan and 
Venezuela. 


Lusinchi told the emperor he was happy to see the 
emperor was well on his way to recovery from the 
surgery. 


The meeting ended with the emperor expressing regret at 
not being able to attend a dinner to be held in Lusinchi’s 
honor Wednesday evening. 


Uno To View Soviet-Held Islands Off Hokkaido 
OW050741 Tokyo KYODO in English 0620 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


{Text} Tokyo, April 5 KYODO—Foreign Minister 
Sosuke Uno will visit Japan’s northernmost main island 
of Hokkaido April 16-18 to view the so-called “northern 
territories’ —four islands occupied by the Soviet Union 
since the end of World War I]—the Foreign Ministry 
said Tuesday. 


According to his itinerary, Uno will leave Tokyo on 
April 16 and visit Cape Nossapu in Nemuro the follow- 
ing day to view Shikotan, Etorofu, the Kunashiri Islands 
and the Habomai group aboard a Maritime Safety 
Agency ratrol boat. 


He is scheduled to return to Tokyo on April 18 after 
visiting Sapporo, the prefectural capital of Hokkaido. 


Uno will be the sixth foreign minister to go to see the 
islands, which Japan has repeatedly called on Moscow to 
return. The Kremiin has denied that a territorial dispute 
exists with Japan. 


Soviet Court Sentences Fishing Boat Captain 
OW060305 Tokyo KYODO in English 0156 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


{Text} Tottori, April 6 KYODO—The chief fisherman of 
a Japanese fishing boat was ordered by a Soviet court 
Tuesday to pay 654 rubles (about 137,700 yen) in 
damages for catching crabs in the Soviet economic sea 
zone and sentenced to 6 months of light labor, local 
prefectural officials said Wednesday. 


The ruling was handed dow » by the Nakhodka court on 
Yosaku Funakoshi, 46, o' ine 74-ton “‘No. 15 Shinwa- 
maru” from Sakaiminato Tottori Prefecture. 
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No report was available on when the nine other crewmen 
of the fishing boat can return home, the officials said. 


The boat was captured by the Soviet Coast Guard 
January 15 while it was operating in the Soviet 200-mile 
economic fishing zone. 


The court will aiso hold a trial Wednesday for the chief 
fisherman of another Japanese fishing boat, also from 
Sakaiminato, which was captured in Soviet waters on 
January 13. 


Former JSP Officials Urge New Korea Policy 
SK311234 Seoul SEOUL SINMUN in Korean 
30 Mar 88 p 4 


[Text] Tokyo, YONHAP—Elder JSP officials, such as 
former JSP Secretary General Koichi Yamamoto and 
former Speaker of the House of Councillors Noboru 
Agune, visited JSP Secretary General Tsuruo Yamagu- 
chi in his office on the afternoon of 29 March and 
handed him a letter of recommendations that called on 
the party io effect some changes in the party’s policy 
toward Korea. They recommended that the party apply 
for membership in the Korea-Japan Parliamentary 
Union right away. 


In the letter of recommendations, the elder JSP members 
warned that if the Socialist Party fails to make a break- 
through in relations with Korea, the party will be com- 
pletely isolated from the people in the not too distant 
future and will eventually face a crisis that could 
threaten the very survival of the party. The letter of 
recommendations then strongly suggested that the party 
rectify its out-and-out pro-North Korean policy toward 
the Korean peninsula, that it subject itself to self-criti- 
cism after frankly admitting to the mistake it has made 
concerning the policy toward the Korean peninsula, and 
that it make clear its basic policy of friendship toward 
Korea based on fresh view of Korea. 


Referring to the JSP stand that it cannot definitely 
regard the KAL incident as a crime committed by North 
Korea, the elder party officials argued that such a view 
runs counter to most people’s common sense, and that it 
is not the first time that North Korea has undertaken 
terrorist acts. They continued to note that although 
friendship with North Korea is important, the party 
should make clear its stance against terrorism, revoking 
its former view of the airplane incident. 


After reading the letter of recommendations, JSP Secretary 
General Yamaguchi tersely commented, “I understand.” 


Australian Embassy Land Sale Irks Government 
OW060517 Tokyo KYODO in English 0434 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 6 KYODO—The Japanese Govern- 
ment is embarassed by the Australian Government’s 
decision to sell part of the compound of its embassy in 
Tokyo at a price much higher than the standard 
appraised price, government sources said Wednesday. 
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Japanese officials are worried that the sale of the land, 
reportedly aimed at easing budgetary deficits of the 
Australian Government, may help further push up the 
already skyrocketing land prices in Tokyo. 


The government sources said that the Australian Gov- 
ernment and a consortium of Japanese and Australian 
companies which will buy the land has applied to the 
Tokyc Metropolitan Government for approval of the 
land sale. 


According to the sources. A 6,000-square-meter tract of 
the 18,000-square-meter embassy compound will be put 
up for sale at 649 million Australian dollars (about 59.5 
billion yen) or about 9,700,000 yen per square meter, 
about 2.5 times the standard appraised price for land in 
that area. 


The buyer of the land is Mita Consortium comprising 
C.Itoh Co., Takenaka Construction Co,. Hazama-Gumi 
Ltd., Yasuda Trust and Banking, and two Australian 
companies based in Melbourne. 


It is the first case of land sales in Japan involving a 
foreign government. The Tokyo Metropolitan Govern- 
ment is empowered under the Land Utilization and 
Planning Law to penalize land transactions at “inappro- 
priate” prices. 


But, the law cannot be applied to land sales made by a 
foreign government. 


Officials of the National Land Agency, which controls 
land sales said the Government will not be able to take 
any legal action against the land sale initiated by the 
Australian Government. 


They said they only hope that the Australian Government 
would obey the metropolitan goverament’s direction. 


Mongolia 


Batmonh, Sodnom Congratulate Hungarian Leaders 
OW051025 Ulaanbaatar Internaticnal Service 
in English 0910 GMT 4 Apr 88 


[Text] General Secretary of the Mongolian People’s 
Revolutionary Party Central Committee and President 
Batmonh and Prime Minister Sodnom have sent a 
message of greetings to Hungarian leaders Janos Kadar, 
Karoly Nemeth, and Karoly Grosz on the 43d anniver- 
sary of the liberation of Hungary by the Soviet Red Army 
from the Nazi yoke. 


The Mongo’'ian people highly value the active foreign 
policy of Hungary aimed at strengthening peace and 
security, friendship, and cooperation among peoples in 
Europe and the world over, and its consistent efforts 
aimed at saving mankind from the threat of nuclear war, 
Says the message. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 
Briefs 


Planned Harvest Figures 


Mongolian farmers are preparing for spring field work. 
which is to begin in the country in just over a mGuth’s 
time. Currently, over 90 percent of Caterpillar and 
wheeled tractors and other agricultural machinery have 
been prepared for work. This year, the state plan envis- 
ages the harvesting of 530,000 [metric] tons of grain, 
including 4,000 to 28,000 tons of wheat, and 142,000 
tons of potat»es and other vegetables. This year, condi- 
tions for sowing are favorable. The only thing needed is 
to work out and put the plans into effect in keeping with 
the actual climatic conditions. This spring, it is planned 
to introduce intensive technology to more than 60,000 
hectares of land.{Text] [OW252315 Ulaanbaatar Inter- 
national Service in English 0910 GMT 25 Mar 88} 


North Korea 


Further Reportage on 8th SPA Session 


TV Shows Leadership at Opening 


SK060908 [Editorial Report] Pyongyang Television Service 
in Korean at 0905 GMT on 5 April carries a 10-minute 
report on the morning session of the first day meeting of the 
Third Session of the Eighth SPA, held at the Mansudae 
Assembly Hall. During this meeting, SPA Deputy Yun 
Ki-chong, minister of finance, delivers a report “On the 
Summing Up of the Fulfilment of the DPRK State Budget 
for 1987 and the State Budget for 1988.” 


The report begins with a side shot of the Mansudae 
Assembly Hall, followed by a shot of the DPRK flag 
flying atop the building. The camera then shows a pan 
shot of the interior of the assembly hall, where a large 
crowd of SPA deputies and foreign envoys are applaud- 
ing as President Kim Il-song enters the hall. Kim Il-song 
walks to his seat, and the camera then shows Kim 
Chong-il walking to his seat amid the applause of the 
deputies. 


The camera next shows SPA Chairman Yane Hyong-sop 
delivering the opening address. As Yang speaks, the 
camera pans the deputies and shows medium shots of 
Kim Il-song and Kim Chong-il seated in their chairs. The 
camera also shows the deputies adopting the agenda item 
with a show of their SPA membership cards. The camera 
then shows Yun Ki-chong delivering her report. As Yun 
speaks, a frontal shot of the first row of the rostrum 
shows, from left to right, Kang Song-san, Yim Chun-chu, 
Yi Chong-ok, Pak Song-chol, and O Chin-u. Another 
frontal shot shows Yi Kun-mo, ‘im Yong-nam, Ho 
Tam, Kye Ung-tae, and Yon Hyong-muk. Thus, a recon- 
struction of the front-row seating order of the Political 
Bureau members from the various sequences, from left 
to right, is as follows: Kang Song-san, Yim Chun-chu, Yi 
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Chong-ok, Pak Song-chol, O Chin-u, Kim Il-song, Kim 
Chong-il, Yi Kun-mo, Kim Yong-nam, Ho Tam, Kye 
Ung-tae, and Yon Hyong-muk. 


As Yun continues speaking, the camera pans the SPA 
deputies and foreign envoys in the hall. 


In one particular side shot and subsequently in a pan shot, 
the camera shows O Kuk-yol, former chief of the KPA 
General Staff, in a business suit. He is seated not among the 
Political Bureau members but rather among the SPA dele- 
gates in the first row of the delegates in the hall. 


Political Bureau members absent from this session are 
So Chol, So Yun-sok, and Hong Song-nam, who is on a 
visit to Romania. 


Yun Ki-chong concludes her report, and the TV report ends 
with the announcer saying that the session continues. 


Budget Debates Continue 
SK061115 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1053 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA) —The second-day 
sitting of the Third Session of the Eighth Supreme 
People’s Assembly of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea was held today. 


Debate on the agenda item “On the Summing Up of the 
Fulfilment of the State Budget of the DPRK for 1987 
and the State Budget for 1988” continued there. 


The floor was taken by Deputies Kang Hui-won, Kim 
Pyong-kil, Hwan 2 In-sop, Sin Chang-yol, Kim Wol-son, 
Yi Chang-kil, Kim Kyong-pong, Choe Han-chun, Pak 
Kun-su. Choe Chong-nim, Choe Hyon-ki, Chong Tu- 
chan, Chi Chong-ae, Hong Won-pyo, Chong Chol-su and 
No Chong-hui. 


The speakers pointed out that ihe entire working people 
successfully fulfilled the state budget last year by regis- 
tering shining successes in the carrying out of the first- 
year assignments of the Third Seven-Year Plan under the 
wise guidance of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
and our party. 


Saying the state budget for 1988 was properly worked 
out to financially guarantee the grand project, they fully 
approved and supported it. 


They stressed the need for all the functionaries and 
working people to vigorously wage the 200-day cam- 
paign in hearty response to the letter and calls of the 
party Central Committee and the decisions of the 13th 
plenary meeting of the 6th party Central Committee and 
thereby celebrate the 40th anniversary of the founding of 
the Republic as a grand festival of victors. 
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Stating that all the functionaries should continue push- 
ing ahead with the three revolutions, ideological, tech 11- 
cal and cultural, and more scrupulously organize eco- 
nomic guidance and enterprise management, they called 
for thoroughly defending and keeping to the taean work 
systern, a chuche-orientated system of socialist economic 
manajement created by our party, and giving full scope 
to its advantages. 


The speakers manifested the determination of all leading 
functionaries to go deep among the masses and properly 
organize their creative initiative and ingenuity, in high 
spirit and full of vigor, as required by the chongsanri 
spirit and the chongsanri method, and thus attain new 
success at all units of production and construction. 


The session continues. 


Mass Rallies Denounce ‘Team Spirit-88° 
SK061028 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1010 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


{Text} | yongyang April 6 (KCNA) —Mass rallies and 
soldiers’ meeting continue to take place in all parts of 
Korea to support the order of the supreme commander 
of the Korean People’s Army. 


Meetings were held in Manpo City of Chagang Province, 
Kim Chong-suk County of Yanggang Province, Kimhwa 
County of Kangwon Province, Ongjin County of South 
Hwanghae Province, Yongchon County of North 
Pyongan Province, the Kim Chaek iron and steel com- 
plex, the Rihyon cooperative farm of Sadong District. 
Pyongyang, and a unit of the Korean People’s Army to 
which Comrade Kim Sang-in belongs. 


Speakers expressed deep apprehensions over peace on 
the Korean peninsula and its peaceful reunification and 
world peace being gravely threatened by the adventurous 
“Team Spirit 88” joint military manoeuvres of the U.S. 
imperialis and their stooges. 


These manoeuvres, they said, are not mere exercises but 
very dangerous war provocation moves little different 
from a war declaration against our Republic. 


Noting that no one on earth can break the strength of the 
Korean people united as one in mind and purpuse, they 
declared that the aggressors would face death only. 


The speakers ardently called for determinedly checking 
and frustrating thro..gh a nation-wide struggle the 
nuclear war moves of the enemies which thresten the 
destinies of the Korean nation and mankind and 
appealed to world’s peaceloving people to lift their voice 
of denunciation. 
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U.S.. South *Clique’ Practice River Crossing 
SK060557 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0846 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA}—The “Team Spirit 
88” military manoeuvres reached the climax when the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique 
practised a large-scale joint river-crossing operation in 
the upper reaches of the South Han River on April 5, 
according to a report. 


The joint river-crossing operation started at dawn with 
the massive mobilization of panzer, artillery ard engi- 
neer units of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces and 
the puppet army. 


They went off into hysterics seizing a bridgehead, throw- 
ing a bridge and carrying tanks across the river, while 
firing guns and laying down a smoke screen. 


The river-crossing operation proves that the “Team 
Spirit 88" joint milotary manoeuvres are a very reckless 
and grave provocative military row which may switch 
over to an actual war against the North at any time. 


Take-Off, Landing Exercises Hela 
SKOS0943 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0821 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 5 (KCNA) —The U.S. imperial- 
isis and the South Korean military fascist clique staged a 
taking-off and landing exercise of p!anes on emergency 
runway in Seoul-Pusan express highway on April 4 as a 
link in the chain of the provocative “Team Spirit 88” 
joint military manoeuvres, according to a report. 


The U.S. imperialists and their stooges, hell bent on the 
the “Team Spirit 88" joint manoeuvres, a preliminary 
war and test nuclear war againsi the North, are fre- 
quently staging the emergency taking-off and :anding 
exercises of nuclear capable “B-52" strategic bombers 
and “F-16" fighter bombers and other kinds of sophis- 
ticated planes. 


The traffic wos paralysed for 5 hours due to these 
exercises reminding one of a wartime. 


Sigur’s ‘Ominous’ Seoul Visit Condemned 
SK040026 (~ .andestine) Voice of National Salvation 
in Korean to South Korea 0300 GMT ! Apr 88 


{Station commentary] 


{ Text] In this hour of station commentary, I will discuss 
the junket of [Gaston] Sigur, U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for East Asian and Pacific affairs, to Seoul. 
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It 1s reported that Gaston Sigur, U_S. assistant secretary 
of state for East Asian and Pacific affairs, will drop by in 
Seoul on his way to Hong Kong to chair a n.ceting of the 
chiefs of U.S. overseas missions in Asia. He reportedly 
will hold secret talks with the No Tae-u ring for 3 days 
beginning on 2 April. 


As 1s widely known, Sigur 1s a heinous political schemer 
known as one who plays the role of a fire engine in the 
international community to thwart the anti-US. struggle 
for independence and antidictatorial struggle for the 
democratization of the people in U.S. colonies and 
suzerain countries. A visit to Seoul by Sigur, a person 
who is portrayed as such, cannot but be termed — junket 
made by an aggressor who seeks to achieve a dark 
political objective. This ts very ominous in view of the 
prevailing political situadison in South Korea. 


Even though the No Tae-u regime has been brought into 
power in South Korea according to a U.S. scenario and 
control—through the use of all manner of machinations, 
plots, violence, government power, irregularities, and 
fraud—because the aspirations of the entire population 
for cstablishing a democratic government have been 
subdued, its future is thus very unstable. 


Denouncing the newly inaugurated No Tae-u regime as 
half of a twin military regime that is no different from 
the military Chon Tu-hwan regime, the off-stage oppo- 
sition forces of all walks of life, people, and students are 
now raising their indignant voices against the deceptive 
act known as the peaceful change of government. This 
being the case, the masses of all walks of life across the 
country are raising their boiling voices to call on the 
military No Tae-u regime to step down without delay. 
They are demonstrating a sign that they will bring an 
enormous storm—a new wave of anti-U.S. and antidic- 
tatorial struggle—by taking advantage of the National 
Assembly elections. 


Extremely stung by this. the United States and the No 
Tae-u ring, while deceptively claiming they are carrying 
out democratic reforms—all the while resorting to vio- 
lence—are now, in oyder to dodge the largest political 
crisis Staring them in the face, viciously (?running riot) to 
placate public opinion by noisily kicking up a dust-up. 
They are saying they will investigate the illegal amassing 
of wealth by Chon Kyong-hwan, the younger brother of 
Chon Tu-han, under the pretext of uncovering irregu- 
larities and wrongdoings. That Sigur, the political 
schemer, has arrived 1) Seoul at precisely such a time 
demonstrates that the United States is obviously moving 
in an Ominous direction. 


When the U.S. colonial ruling system faced an extreme 
form of crisis during the resistance in June last year due 
to the anti-U.S. and antidictatorial struggle of our peo- 
ple, Sigur flew to Seoul and. after repeated confabula- 
tions with the group of military dictators, had No Tae-u 
advance the deceptive 29 June declaration to water 


& 
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down our people's fever for democratization. He then 
flew to Seoul again in September to hold secret talks with 
the group of military dictators. 


The vicious motive behind Sigur’s current visit to Seoul 
1S to water down the hot wind of our people's anti-U_S. 
and antidictatorial struggle at any cost, to bring under 
control the crisis facing their colonial rule, and to pro- 
vide security for the military No Tae-u regime by holding 
the Na‘ional Assembly elections without incident. 


All facts demonstrate that the U.S. imperiaiists are the 
aggressors who are bent on holding onto South Korea 
indefinitely as their a colony and as a military base by 
impeding the South Korean people's sovereignty and 
democratic development, and by holding onto the de 
facto rulers of South Korea who are controlling the 
pro-U.S. military dictatorial group from behind the 
scenes by employing all manner of crafty tricks and 
methods. 


Sigur’s remarks in his testimony before a session of U.S. 
House of Representatives Appropriations Committee 
held on 31 March, shortly before his departure for South 
Korea, that U.S. forces stationed in South Korea are a 
shield designed to deter attacks from the North, and 
stressing that the U.S. forces would continuously push 
ahead with assistance to the South Korean Armed Forces 
for training and sales of military equipment as part of : 
plan to modernize them, can be said to be further 
evidence of what wicked objective the United States 
seeks to achieve. 


As long as U.S. colonial rule remains unexcluded, our 
people cannot achieve national sovereignty, civil and 
democratic rights, or national reunification. 


Our people should aoggedly oppose at the risk of their 
lives the visit to Seoul by Sigur, the political schemer. 
They should keep the flames burning more fiercely in 
their sacred anti-U.S. and antidictatorial struggle for 
national salvation, to end U.S. colon, 1) domination and 
intervention in the internal affairs of South Korea and to 
overthrow the military No Tae-u rule. 


Students Support Talks With South Counterparts 
SK061053 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1047 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA)}—The chairman of 
the student committee of Kim Hyong-chik University of 
Education in his press talk on April 5, warmly supported 
and hailed the efforts of students of two universities in 
Seoul and Pyongyang to take the lead in making a 
breakthrough for national reconciliation, which were 
manifested in a wall newspaper and a letter. 


He said the new proposal of students of Seoul University 
to hold talks between students in North and South 
showed how ardent and fierce their desire for peace and 
the reunification of the country is. 
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He further said: 


The South Korean rulers put students of Seoul Univer- 
sity on the “want list™ to suppress them, regarding their 
patriotic initiative as a crime and even refused to convey 
a letter of the students of Kim Il-song University 
responding to the courageous initiative taken by fellow 
students of Seoul University through the wall newspaper. 


This act of the No Tae-u group barring even a meeting 
between students of the North and the South clearly 
shows that their noisy talk about “dialogue,” “reconcil- 
iation™ and “unification” is all a lie and hypocrisy. 


We students of Kim Hyong-chik University of Educa- 
tion will do everything we can to bring the significant 
day when we will meet our dear fellow stuacnts in the 
South, including students of Scou) University, and share 
with them the sentiments of kinship and seek together a 
way of national salvation and actively support and 
encourage their righteous struggle for independence, 
democracy and reunification. 


Chon-No Group's Ties to Saemaul Affair Alleged 
SK061016 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1006 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyeng April 6 (KCNA}—Commenting on 
“results of investigation” into the large-scale irregulari- 
ties of “the Headquarters of the New Village Movement” 
by Chon Kyong-hwan, which were published by the No 
Tae-u group, NODONG SINMUN today brands this as 
an operation of the accomplices to scale down and 
conceal the truth of the crimes. 


The signed commentary says: 


The puppets kept mum about the relations between 
Chon Kyong-hwan and the then Chon Tu-hwan “re- 
gime™ and between him and No Tae-u’s “Democratic 
Justice Party”, which might be callea the key point of 
this power-backed scandal. Those crimes were commit- 
ted in full scale when the traitor No Tae-u was in charge 
of the “New Village Movement” in the capacity of 
“home minister”. 


Noting that the traitor No Tae-u’s involvement in the 
scandal «3 an accomplice was brought to daylight in the 
course of the investigation, the commentary says: The 
puppets released Chon Kyong-hwan for over 10 days ana 
whisked him off to Japan in secrecy cad took away 
abroad the chief of the planning and coordinati~g room 
of the “Headquarters of the New Village Movement”, a 
main culprit in the case, to conceal the crimes and 
destroy evidences. 


The “results of investigation” by prosecution show that 
the No Tae-u-Chon Tu-hwan group is a direct accom- 
plice in the scandal, which is connected with the Chon 
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Kyong-hwan group, and for this reason the puppets 
made a fuss of investigation and, in fact, were immersed 
in an operation to disguise themselves as innocent. 


SKNDF Urges New ‘April of Struggle’ 
SK061043 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1029 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA)—The Central Com- 
mittee of ihe “South Korean National Der-ocratic 
Front” (Hanminjon) in an “April” declaration dated 
March 30 called upon all people to unite around the 
national democratic united front in the spirit of patrio- 
tism and bring a new spring of independence, democracy 
and unification, according to radio “Voice of National 
Salvation.” 


The declaration entitled “Let Us Kindle the Flame of 
National Salvation Struggle”’ says: 


The United States and the No Tae-u group are trying to 
reinforce the colonial military rule with the hypocritical 
“commitments” and treacherous policies, perpetuate it 
by singlehandedly hosting the “Seoul Olympics” and 
radically stamp out the national salvation movement of 
our people by means of camouflaging the military gov- 
ernment as a “civil government”, dividing the opposi- 
tion forces and isolating the renovation movement. 


The target of our people’s April struggle this year is to 
make a breakup in the colonial military rule by another 
April 19 uprising. 


The main forces of this struggle are the student move- 
ment, labour movement and peasant movement. 


One million students must kindle the flame of the 
anti-U.S., anti-military government struggle and march 
out to the streets, carrying placards reading “down with 
military government,” “renunciation of anti-communist 
national policy” and “pro-communist unification.” 


Ten million toiling workers must rise up in the struggle 
for wage hike and three rights of labour, come out to the 
struggle to form and defend independent trade unions 
and reinstate the dismissed workers and advance to 
solidarit’ strikes and joint struggles. 


Ten mil ion peasants must determinedly rise up in the struggle 
to boycott U.S. agricultural and livestock products. 


The pressing point in the national salvation movement 
in April of struggle is the unity of the democratic 
patriotic forces. If our people, hand in hand with main 
forces’ movement, rise up in the struggle to win a 
democratic national assembly, united as one around the 
national democratic united front, they will certainly see 
a victory of democratic forces. 
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Rally Condemns South's ‘Suppression’ of Workers 
SK041555 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1543 GMT 
4 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang Apuil 4 (KCNA)}—Workers in Pyong- 
yang held a meeting on April 4 and strongly denounced 
the No Tae-u puppet clique for its bloody suppression of 
the South Korean workers who are stiuggling for vital 
rights and democratic liberties. 


At the meeting speeches were made by Kim Pong-chu, 
chairman of the Central Committee of the General 
Federation of Trade Unions of Korea, and workers. The 
speakers noted that the South Korean workers in Seoul, 
Ulsan, Pusan, Kwangju and other areas put up demands 
such as dissolution of government-patronized trade 
unions and guarantee of the three rights of labour 
including freedom of formation of independent trade 
unions, enforcement of an 8-hour work day and the 
system of regular holiday, raise of wages and payment of 
back wages, better treatment and labour conditions, the 
release of detained workers, reinstatement of discharged 
workers, and have been stubbornly struggling in various 
forms to have their demands met. The speakers 
expressed full support to them. 


Noting that the struggle of the South Korean workers is 
an inevitable outcome of the colonial fascist terror rule 
and anti-popular economic policies of the U.S. imperi- 
alists and their stooges, they stressed that the U.S. 
imperialists should be driven out of South Korea and 
their colonial rule be liquidated and the No Tae-u 
puppet clique should be toppled and its military dicta- 
torial system destroyed. A letter to the World Federation 
of Trade Unions and trade unions of all countries was 
adopted at the meeting. Expressing the belief that the 
World Federation of Trade Unions and foreign trade 
unions will lift up voices denouncing the No Tae-u 
military fascist clique’s brutal suppression of the labour 
movement, the letter warmly appealed them to continue 
rendering full support and firm solidarity to the South 
Korean workers in their just struggle for freedom and 
democracy and for the right to existence. 


Scientific Protocol Signed With Romania 
SK061020 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1015 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA)}—A protocol of the 
12th meeting of the subcommittee of scientific and 
technological cooperation between the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Kevea anc the Romanian Socialist 
Republic was signed in Bucharest on March 29. 


It was signed by Vice-Minister of External Economic 
Affairs of the DPRK Kim Chong-u and Vice-Chairman 
of the State Scientific and Technological Committee of 
Romania Diamanta Raudoniu. 
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Kim Il-song Receives Syrian Envoy's Credentials 
SK061057 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1052 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA)}—The great leader 
Comrade Kim Il-song, president of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea, received credentials from newly 
appointed Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the Syrian Arab Republic to Korea Yasir Farah 
on April 6. 


Present there were Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister 
Kim Yong-nam and officials of the Syrian Embassy in 


Pyongyang. 


After receiving the credentials, President Kim Il-song 
had a talk with the ambassador. 


Angol Sports Complex Bridge Project Completed 
SK061031 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1024 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[““News of 200-Day Campaign’—Angol Bridge and 
Road Projects Completed” —KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang April 6 (KCNA)—A flyover, a south 
gateway to the Angol sports village, has been built. 


The total length of the flyover on the Pyongyang-Nampo 
Road is over 1,270 metres. It is propped up by 70 piers 
6-15 metres high, 20 of which are rooted in the River 
Taedong. 


It has four roadways from Pyongyang to Angol, from 
Angol to Pyongyang, from Angol to Nampo and from 
Nampo to Angol, which are convenient to traffic. 


Meanwhile, the construction of the Angol Road has been 
completed from the Chilgol Bridge, a central crossroad 
of the Kwangbok Street, to the Angol flyover on the bank 
of the River Taedong through the Angol sports village. 


Builders removed earth of nearly one million cubic 
metres and rocks and built thousands of metres of 
roadbed and various underground facilities in a short 
span of time. 


They paved nearly 50,000 square metres in just six days. 


Kim I]-song, Official View Pyongyang Projects 
SK051101 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1051 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 5 (KCNA)}—President Kim Il- 
song, the great leader of our party and our people, went 
round major objects of construction in Pyongyang on 
April 4. 


He was accompanied by Kang Hui-won, alternate mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea, chief secretary of the 
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Pyongyang Municipal Committee of the WPK and chair- 
man of the Pyongyang Municipal People’s Committee, 
and other officials concerned. 


Making a round of the construction sites of Kwangbok 
Street, Nungnado Stadium, Nungna Bridge, Yanggakdo 
football stadium, international cinema house and other 
major objects, he acquainted himself down to details 
with the construction processes and expressed deep 
satisfaction with the fact that the construction was 
progressing apace thanks to the devcted labour of Peo- 
ple’s Army soldiers, builders and their helpers. 


Saying the capital will turn into a more magnificent and 
beautiful city when the construction of major objects has 
been finished, he gave programmatic teachings which 
would serve as a guideline in finishing this construction 
at an early date and building the city of Pyongyang more 
wonderfully in keeping with the ever growing needs of 
people for a creative, cultural life. 


Iron, Steel Output Increases During Campaign 
SK050952 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0801 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 5 (KCNA)—The production of 
iron and steel is increasing in the domain of the metal 
industry of Korea during the 200-day campaign. 


According to data available at the Ministry of }ietal 
Industry, in the last 40 days of the campaign pig iron 
production increased 33 percent, steel production 28 
percent and rolled steel production 38 percent as against 
the corresponding period before the campaign. 


In this period, the Kim Chaek iron and steel complex 
raised its productivity 1.3 times by refurbishing the 
sintering furnace on a modern line and upped the 
production of steel 1.3 times and the production of 
rolled steel 1.5 times over the pre-campaign period by 
introducing an advanced melting method. 


The Hwanghae iron and steel complex increased the 
production of steel and pig iron 1.6 times each and the 
rolled steel 1.9 times compared with the pre- campaign 
period. 


The Musan mining complex is now producing |.2 times 
as much iron ore on a daily average as that before the 
campaign. 


Symposium Held on Kim Chong-il’s Literature 
SK041520 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1520 GMT 
+ Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 4 (KCNA)—A symposium 
marking the 15th anniversary of the publication of 
“Theory of Cinematic Art,” a literature of dear Comrade 
Kim Chong-il, was held here on April 3. 
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Paek In-chun, chairman of the Central Committee of the 
General Federation of the Unions of Literature and Arts 
of Korea, Chang Chol, minister of culture and art, Paek 
Min, director of the Korean Film Studio, and literary 
and art theorists, writers and composers, and artists took 
the floor at the symposium. 


The speakers unanimously noted that the publication of 
the literature “Theory of Cinematic Art” by Comrade 
Kim Chong-il 15 years ago was a historical event which 
opened up an epochal turn in the building of a socialist 
and communist literature and art and in the develop- 
ment of the revolutionary literary and art theories of the 
working class. | 


They said: 


This work comprehensively gives a most correct exposi- 
tion of all problems raised by literature and art as a 
whole including movie-making, such as the essence of 
the era of chajusong and the historical necessity of the 
revolution in literature and art emanating from it, the 
quintessence and requirement of humanics as a new-type 
literature and art conforming to the nature of socialist 
and communist society, theory on literature and theories 
of film directing, acting, cinematography, fine art and 
music evolved on the basis of the idea of the humanics of 
chuche, the mission and tasks of writers and artistes, the 
principles of their creative activity, their ideological and 
artistic preparations, the system and method of guidance 
over the work of literature and art. 


They also said this work gives a widerange, profound 
evolution of many-sided theories on broad fields of 
social science including the problems of the ..ature of 
man as a social being, the essence of a world outlook and 
the law governing its formation and development, the 
law of cognitive courses and psychological activities, the 
decisive role of ideology in revolutionary practice and 
the speed campaign as a basic form of battle in socialist 
construction. 


This literature, a living theory which was consummated 
in the revolutionary practice of making the revolution in 
movie-making and has exerted an immortal vitality, 
serves aS a mighty practical weapon in building and 
creating chuche- orientated literature and arts, they 
stressed, and went on to say: 


Along the road indicated by this work over the past 15 
years our literature and art laid a solid basis for a new 
leap in the 1960s through the revolution in movie- 
making, ushered in a great heyday of development, 
prosperity and overall efflorescence in all fields such as 
film, literature, opera, drama, music, dance, fine art and 
circus in the 1970s and have further developed and 
flourished in the 1980s. 


The speakers stressed the need to continue thoroughly 
applying the literary and art ideas and theories clarified 
by the work in the future. 
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South Korea 


U.S. Official Cited on Trade, Troops Linkage 
SK060620 Seoul YONHAP in English 0534 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Washington April 5 (YONHAP)—A senior U.S. 
defense official has said an argument calling for abrogat- 
ing the U.S. defense role in South Korea is irresponsible 
and potentially harmful and that it does not represent 
the view of the U.S. Government. 


Richard L. Armitage, assistant defense secretary for 
international security affairs, made the remarks in 
response to an argument raised by some Americans that 
the United States should withdraw its forces from South 
Korea in view of Seoul’s growing trade surplus with 
Washington. 


In the second article of a two-part series prepared for 
delivery, Armitage, also said South Korea has developed 
into a rising star in the international marketplace and is 
running a trade surplus with the United States, leading 
some Americans to conclude that it is time for the 40,000 
American military personnel to come home from Korea. 


Warning against such a conclusion held by some of the 
American people, Armitage said the inauguration of 
President No Tae-u, the first democratically elected 
leader of South Korea in 17 years, would not have 
occurred if a previous (U.S.) administration had carried 
through its intention to reduce America’s deterrent on 
the Korean peninsula... The article was prepared in 
response to a letter from a U.S. member of Congress 
which said in part that U.S. allies use the money they 
save on defense to subsidize their trade, creating our 
enormous trade deficit. 


Armitage said, instead of being intimidated and possibly 
attacked by North Korea—one of the most militarized, 
despotic and terroristic regimes in the world today— 
South Korea is prospering as a free country. 


The U.S. official went on to note, instead of destabilizing 
the region by pulling our forces out of Korea, the U.S. 
continues to make an important difference. 


Armitage emphasized, however, that South Korea 
should see that its support as host nation represents a fair 
share of the burden although the United States will do 
everything it can to ensure a successful and peaceful 
Olympics, free of North Korean interference, in cooper- 
ation with U.S. allies. 


He added, the United States has a central role to play in 
Asia and the Pacific region, as a security partner and 
economic partner, but also as a trusted friend and 
mediator between these many peoples and societies 
reaching for the brass ring of progress. 
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Armitage said that although the United States wrestles 
with budgetary and trade problems, it should be remem- 
bered that the occurrence of democratic governance and 
market economies around the world is a flourishing 
garden that we planted and that we have nourished and 
guarded against the elements for many, many years. 


We should be very relieved that our skills are being 
tested in the workplace and the marketplace, not on the 
battlefield, and that differences can be worked out peace- 
fully and intelligently with our partners in Asia. 


Kim Chong-il Reported To Condemn USSR, PRC 
SK040740 Seoul CHOSON ILBO in Korean 
3 April 88 p 5 


[By Tokyo correspondent Kang Chon-sok] 


[Text] A recent edition of the Japanese magazine 
COUNTRY RISK revealed that North Korea’s Kim 
Chong-il last year prepared a political document harshly 
criticizing the Soviet Union and Communist China for 
having decided to participate in the Seoul Olympics. 


According to the magazine COUNTRY RISK, published 
by the Japanese Bonds Research Center which surveys 
the credibility of each nation, it was reported that in 
response to this criticism by Kim Chong-il, Communist 
China approached [South] Korea in the economic field, 
allowing Korean businessmen to enter the country, and 
the Soviet Union limited the export of weapons to North 
Korea, thus cooling Communist China- and Soviet- 
North Korea relations. 


Said To Refuse PRC Request 
SK050056 Seoul SEOUL SINMUN in Korean 
2 Apr 88 p 4 


[Yonhap dispatch from Tokyo] 


[Text] The April edition of the monthly KENDAI CHO- 
SEN, which deals with issues related to the Korean 
peninsula, reported on rumors that communist China, in 
connection with the Korean Air [KAL] flight 858 terror- 
ist act committed by North Korea late last year, strongly 
requested North Korea’s Kim Chong-il, who ordered the 
terrorist act, to secretly come to Beijing and to explain 
the incident, and that this ended in a misfire due to 
Kim’s refusal. 


Korean affairs specialist Mr Kuni Akira stated in his 
regular column “News of Pyongyang,” which was carried 
in the recent edition of KENDAI CHOSEN, there are 
rumors that communist China, in connection with the 
KAL incident, strongly requested that Kim Chong-il visit 
Beijing secretly and explain the incident. He also reported 
it was learned, however, that Kim refused to do this and 
sent a reply, warning that the recent [South] Korean- 
communist China rapprochement is increasing a potential 
threat to communist China-North Korean relations. 
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At the time of the 1983 Rangoon incident, communist 
China, in skillfully taking advantage of this incident, 
denounced international terrorism. It has successfully 
exercised some influence on North Korea by using as its 
weapon the fact that North Korea requested communist 
China to play a bridge role for facilitating the tripartite 
talks, | day before carrying out the Rangoon incident. 
Mr Kuni observed, however, that this time it had failed. 


Olympic Security Personnel Undergo Training 
SK060103 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] With the Seoul Olympics about five months away, 
servicemen and police officers assigned to the 1988 
Olympiad Security Corps are engaged in “hellish” train- 
ing necessary for providing flawless security and protec- 
tion to participants in the Games. 


With a slogan “prefect security” for athletes and officials 
from 161 participating countries, the security corps will 
be formally inaugurated toward the end of this month. 


The security forces will be composed of 120,000 military 
personnel and police officers and they will be provided 
with 130 kinds of 117,000 items of specially-designed 
weapons and equipment. 


The number of security personnel, weapons and equip- 
ment to be mobilized during the Olympics (Sept. 1 7-Oct. 
2) will be thrice that of the 1986 Asian Games. 


The joint security corps will comprise a 10,000-strong 
task force and about 10,000 crack service members and 
police. They will be responsible for ensuring security at 
18 major Olympic competition sites and six related 
facilities, including the Olympic Athletes’ Village. 


They will be also in charge of offering security to 29 hotels 
the Seoul Olympic Organizing Committee (SLOOC) has 
designated as accommodation facilities for members of the 
International Olympic Committee and other officials, 32 
warmup sites and 23 cultural event sites. 


The core is a commando unit to consist of 150 specially 
trained policemen belonging to the Seoul Metropolitan 
Police and about 600 personnel strictly selected from 
among the Seoul Olympic Security Corps members. 


The commando unit members have conducted repeated 
severe painstaking exercises, including rescuing hostages 
and infiltrating into structures using helicopters and 
other aircraft. 


The basic small firearms the commandos will be sup- 
plied with will be submachine guns. 


Sniffing dogs will assist the highly trained personnel in 
detecting explosives, including Composition X4 even 
metal scanners are difficult to locate. 
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Also in store for them are specially designed gas guns 
whose bullets can penetrate concrete walls when fired: 
shots able to knock terrorists unconscious with a flash 
and deafening roar; rope launchers; high-powered sniper 
rifles and bulletproof vehicles. 


In addition to the commando unit members, about 
31,000 security personnel will stand guard in and around 
major competition sites, including the Olympic Stadium 
in Chamsil, southeastern Seoul, around the clock. 


Barbed wire with electronic sensors will be set up around 
the Athletes’ Village and the Press Village while people 
will be allowed to enter the villages only after passing 
through three checkpoints. 


Closed circuit television sets connected with the 1988 
Olympic Security Corps Headquarters will closely monitor 
every movement of spectators in all competition sites. 


When contingencies happen, the headquarters will 
immediately order security personnel on duty there to 
take prompt action for the emergencies. 


Besides, foreign athletes, officials and other participants 
in the Games will be provided with watertight security 
by security personnel upon arrival at the nation’s air- 
ports and armed security guards will follow them when- 
ever they move from one place to another. 


The headquarters will also operate a woman task force to 
be composed of 160 policewomen at the Seoul Metro- 
politan Police to protect female participants from every 
emergency. 


The task force members will complete a four-month 
special training course early next month. 


The woman task force members will carry out their 
mission in plainclothes during ordinary times but they 
will wear uniforms when going into action. 


USSR To Allow Tourist Vessel’s Port Call 
SK060830 Seoul YONHAP in English 0817 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 6 (YONHAP)}—The Soviet Union will 
allow a South Korean passenger ship to enter a Far Eastern 
Soviet seaport for the transport of tourists for the first time, 
a West German businessman said Wednesday. 


Klaus Hoffmann, president of Idea Bank, a West Ger- 
man travel agency in Dortmund, Germany, announced 
the Soviet Government’s decision during a news confer- 
ence here. Hoffmann also explained his plan to stage a 
motorcade crossing the Eurasian Continent dubbed the 
Olympic Peace March. 
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Under the plan, a tourist group consisting of 500 resi- 
dents of some host cities of past Olympic games includ- 
ing Munich, Berlin and Moscow, will arrive at Nak- 
hodka, a Soviet seaport east of Vladivostok, around 
Sept. 12 via Warsaw, Moscow, Minsk and Siberia after 
leaving Munich on Aug. 29. 


At the news conference held at the Shilla Hotel, Hoff- 
mann displayed a permit, which he said was co-signed by 
the Soviet foreign minister and the chief of the Soviet 
railway agency on March 30. The document gives the 
go-ahead for a South Korean passenger ship to enter 
Nakhodka for the transport of tourists to Pusan, a 
southeastern port in South Korea. 


The tourists are scheduled to arrive in Seoul before 
September 17 when the opening ceremony for the Seoul 
summer Olympics will be held. 


South Korea has no diplomatic ties with the Soviet 
Union and other communist countries. 


Hoffman, who arrived in Seoul on Monday, plans to 
meet with Korean Government officials including the 
foreign minister, culture and information minister, 
sports minister, the chairman of the Seoul Olympic 
Organizing Committee, the mayor of Seoul city and the 
chairman of the Korean Olympic Committee to ask for 
their assistance. 


Prosecution Continues Questioning Younger Chon 
SK040736 Seoul YONHAP in English 0718 GMT 
4 Apr 88 


[Excerpt] Seoul, April 4 (YONHAP)—The prosecution 
will question the younger brother of former President 
Chon Tu-hwan late Monday for an additional investiga- 
tion into charges of his involvement in embezzlement, 
influence peddling, tax evasion and capital flight. 


The prosecution placed Chon Kyung-hwan, 46, and his 
associates under arrest on March 31, 10 days after it 
began a formal investigation into a mushrooming mul- 
timillion dollar corruption scandal involving the 
younger Chon who led the officially backed Saemaul 
Undong (New Community Movement) Headquarters 
while his brother was in office. 


The prosecution said it will center its investigation on 2 
billion won out of 13.7 billion won (18.4 million U.S. 
dollars one U.S. dollar is worth about 745 won) which 
the younger Chon allegedly amassed in secret accounts at 
banks and stock brokerages. 


The prosecution suspects that the younger Chon 
received the 2 billion won, the source of which was not 
identified in its initial probe, from private businesses as 
payment for his influence in protecting their business 
interests. 
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The prosecution also said it has requested that the 
Foreign Ministry instruct its embassies to confirm the 
truth of foreign news reports and rumors that the 
younger Chon is involved in massive real estate invest- 
ments in the U.S. city of Los Angeles and Australia. 


The prosecution added that it will subpoena close aides 
to the younger Chon for interrogation on the suspicion 
that the younger Chon and his associates hid secret 
accounting books for the assets allegedly smuggled out of 
the country. 


The prosecution will continue its investigation into other 
embezzlement charges against the younger Chon which 
the prosecution failed to sufficiently uncover in the 
initial stage. 


Meanwhile, the prosecution has discovered that the younger 
Chon was deeply involved in the illegal sale of forest land 
owned by one of his private foundations and has decided to 
add breach of trust to the charges against him. 


The prosecution said it will formally indict the younger 
Chon and other suspects on April 19, when it will 
announce the final report concluding its investigations 
into the corruption scandal. [passage omitted] 


Further on National Assembly Campaign 


Opposition Using Saemaul Affair 
SK050359 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Apr 88 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Opposition parties have opened fire against the 
ruling party with the Saemaul scandal and an alleged 
attempt to introduce the parliamentary cabinet system 
after the Olympics as campaigns for the general elections 
heat up. 


Even before the official beginning of the 18-day cam- 
paign period, candidates across the country have begun 
practical electioneering, putting up posters and placards 
and making the rounds of their constituencies. 


Already, mutual criticism of attempts to buy off voters with 
the offer of gifts and entertainment ahs been voiced in 
highly-competitive districts in Seoul and the provinces. 


In separate press conferences yesterday, Kim Tae-chung 
of the Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] and Kim 
Myong-yun of the RDP attacked the government party 
in harsh tones. 


Kim Tae-chung alleged that government authorities 
have reduced the scale of Chon Kyong-hwan’s financial 
misdeeds to 7.7 billion won from their actual size of 790 
billion won. 
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Kim Myong-yun, acting head of the RDP, claimed that 
the DJP is plotting to rewrite the just-amended Consti- 
tution to introduce the parliamentary cabinet system 
after the Olympics in collaboration with a third opposi- 
tion party. 


The ruling and opposition parties have worked out 
detailed 20-day strategies to fight under the new small- 
sized constituency system rules which provide much 
tougher competition than the 16-year-old medium elec- 
toral district formula. 


The DJP will make the most of superior networks and 
larger memberships, and strong finances to achieve the 
goal of winning 125 out of the total 224 districts. 


The opposition forces will attempt to rekindle a “boom” 
with the activities of hard-line opposition candidates as in 
the 1985 elections, attacking irregularities in the past 
administration which identify with the present government. 


The Saemaul scandal, caused by ex-president Chon 
Tu-hwan’s brother Kyong-hwan, is slated to be the most 
popular issue for opposition candidates. 


The RPD and the PPD, which failed to merge to more 
effectively counter the DJP, will engage in a tug of war to 
get more House seats to take the status as the “main- 
stream opposition.” 


The RDP has designated five districts, sought after by 
renowned DJP candidates, as “‘strategic targets” and will 
pour great energy into them in a bid to “neutralize” the 
ruling camp strongholds. 


The five strongmen include ex-floor leader Yi Chong- 
chan in Seoul’s Chongno; ex-senior presidential secre- 
tary Ho Sam-su in Tong-gu in Pusan; and ex-Agency for 
National Security Planning director Yu Hak-song in 
Yechon, Kyongsangpuk-do. Others are ex-defense min- 
ister Chong Ho-yong in So-gu A in Taegu and ex-NSP 
deputy director Yi Hak-pong in Kimhae, Kyongsan- 
gnam-do. The defeat of any of them will be a serious ioss 
to the ruling camp. 


The PPD placed several RDP candidates, previously 
affiliated with Kim Tae-chung, de facto leader of the 
party, in the bull’s eye to beat the rival opposition party 
in Seoul. 


It nominated student activist-turned young political 
aspirants, Yi Hae-chan, Kim Hak-min and Ko Kwang- 
chin to take on veteran politicians Kim Su-hwan of 
Kwanak-B, Kim Sang-hyon of Sodaemun-B, and Song 
Won-yong of Tongdaemun-B, respectively. 


The DJP, which formed about 150 local chapters in 
ceremonies, last week, will finalize the organization of 
nationwide networks shortly. Oppositionists alleged cor- 
ruptive practices have been detected on these occasions. 
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The inaugural ceremonies, in which DJP candidates are 
installed as chapter heads for elections, usually ended 
with the presentation of “souvenir gifts,” lunch coupons 
and additional money for those who are mobilized for 
the events. 


When the 18-day official campaigning kicks off Friday 
with the public notice of the election day, illicit election- 
eering will get more widespread as there is only one 
elected lawmaker from each district under the new small 
constituency system, observers said. 


The government party thinks that about 80 of its candi- 
dates are sure winners and 70 others are closely compet- 
itive with their single opposition rival. The DJP has 
strongholds in Kangwon-do, Chungchongpuk-do, 
K yongsangpuk-do and partly in Kyonggi-do, and Chung- 
chongnam-do. 


RDP strategists are convinced of victories in some 30 
districts in Pusan, Kyongsangnam-do, and parts of 
Taegu and Seoul. Some 45 RDP candidates are almost 
even with DJP their counterparts from the several other 
parties. [sentence as published] 


According to PPD officials, roughly 30 are expected to 
win election in districts of Cholla provinces and parts of 
Seoul. Forty others are vying for the first places with 
contestants. 


The New Democratic Republican Party, led by Kim 
Chong-pil from Chungchongnam-do, believe 10-plus will 
be elected lawmakers in Chongchonnam-do and partly 
Kyongsangpuk-do and Seoul. About 30 are “‘in the ranks 
of victory,” it claimed. 


3 Kims Lead Anti-No Opposition 
SK060219 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Opposition parties yesterday opened barrages of 
attacks at the ruling party for the Saemaul Headquarters 
scandal and other key irregularities allegedly perpetuated 
by the Fifth Republic. 


The offensive led by the parties’ leaders marked the 
beginning of their full-fledged election campaign for the 
April 26 general elections. 


Kim Yong-sam, Kim Tae-chung and Kim Chong-pil, 
widely known as the “three Kims,” used rallies yesterday 
to launch their local party chapters to launch the attack. 


The three Kims, all unsuccessful runners for the bitterly- 
contested Dec. 16 presidential election, vowed that they 
will tour the country till the eve of the poll to reveal the 
“corrupt nature of the ruling party.” 


[Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English on 6 Apr on page 
1 carries a similar article and here adds: 
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“The government party has hurriedly put forward a 
program to defend the position of the government in the 
face of snowballing criticism from the opposition camp 
over the Kwangju incident and irregularities involving 
Chon Kyong-hwan, brother of former president Chon 
Tu-hwan, who previously led the Seemaul Movement 
headquarters. 


“Chae Mun-sik, chairman of the ruling party, declared 
that the ruling ca. + will continue to probe into the 
Saemaul scandal to the bottom so as to clear the public 
suspicion about power-related malpractices. 


“‘He went on to say that the Sixth Republic government 
will do its utmost to foster a social atmosphere condu- 
cive to the promotion of national harmony by taking 
practical steps to solve the Kwangju incident.”’} 


To counter the opposition’s move, the ruling party 
officials said, President No Tae-u, who heads the party, 
is expected to travel to provincial cities during the 
campaign period. 


No will appeal for whole-hearted support of the govern- 
ment party to help him carry out his election pledges— 
continued economic and political development amid 
stability, DJP sources said. 


Political analysts in Seoul quipped that the coming 
general election race is likely to be another showdown 
between No and the three Kims. 


Opposition’s attack on the ruling party for the past major 
scandals of the Fifth Republic is expected to heat up as 
election day comes nearer. 


Such an offensive seems to be the only possible effective 
means open to the highly-divided opposition forces to 
check the fast-soaring popularity of the ruling party, they 
said. 


As it did in the Dec. 16 elections, the ruling party is 
expected to neutralize the opposition’s offensive with 
“appeals for support to ensure social stability and polit- 


ical progress.” 


Kim Yong-sam, who relinquished the presidency of the 
Reunification Democratic Party yet still retains strong 
influence, yesterday claimed that the -uling party com- 
mitted massive fraud and irregularities systematically 
using its political power. 


“The Saemaul scandal is just the tip of the iceberg. All its 
corruption of the past should be brought to light, and 
those responsible to trial,’’ Kim said, speaking at a rally 
to inaugurate a local party chapter in Puchon in Seoul’s 
western suburb. 
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Kim is to tour major cities across the country to ignite an 
“RDP wind, and to help his party retain its No. | 
Opposition party status in the next parliament, RDP 
officials said. 


He also charged that the ruling Democratic Justice Party 
has set a goal of capturing more than two-thirds of the 
299 parliamentary seats in a plot to revise the Constitu- 
tion to “introduce a parliamentary cabinet system and to 
perpetuate its hold on power.” 


Ruling party officials, apparently aware of such an 
opposition offensive, have repeatedly said that the DJP’s 
goal is to win about 55 percent of the National Assembly 
seats. 


But widespread speculation is that the DJP might score 
a sweeping victory in the April 26 elections, in view of 
the opposition’s division, and fast-soaring popularity of 
the ruling party. 


Echoing such a prospect, the former RDP president 
warned that the government party planned to become a 
super-giant ruling party to handle state affairs “at its own 
whim.” 

Denouncing the prosecution’s “superficial” probe into 
the Saemaul scandal, Kim said, “It takes several months 
to probe a tax evasion charge of an ordinary citizen. It is 
ridiculous that the prosecution completed investigation 
into the irregularities committed by Chon Kyong-hwan 
over eight years.” 


Kim called for popular support of his RDP, saying that 
such massive irregularities committed by Chon could 
have been avoided if there were a powerful opposition 


party. 


Kim Tae-chung, former president of the Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD], castigated the ruling party for the 
1980 “Kwangju incident.” 


Speaking at a rally in Kwangju, Kim demanded that the 
truths of the incident be brought to light, and the victims 
and Kwangju citizens’ honor restored. 


The opposition leader, however, dropped his previous 
call for punishment of those responsible for the incident 
in which nearly 200 people were killed. 


Attending the “Patriotic Citizens’ Rally for Democratic 
Victory,” Kim said that the fact-finding should be con- 
ducted by a parliamentary mission after a new parlia- 
ment is formed. 


Suggesting a four-point solution to the incident, Kim 
said that if President No accepts his idea, he is willing to 
meet him and to cooperate with him to smoothly solve 
the eight-year-old national issue. 
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Kim also demanded that former President Chon Tu- 
hwan and his relatives’ property holdings be made public 
“to clear mounting public suspicion.” 


Attending a rally to launch a local party chapter in 
Seoul’s Yongsan, Kim Chong-pil, president of the New 
Democratic Republican Party [NDRP], said that the 
next National Assembly should invoke a parliamentary 
right to look into financial scandals involving former 
President Chon and his family. 


Kim also said that the government’s steps to heal the 
wounds of the Kwangju incident, announced last week, 
were “well short of public expectation.” 


“National reconciliation will be possible only after its 
truth is determined and the people accept its result,”’ the 
NDRP head said. 


Kim Tae-chung Makes Kwangju Demands 
SK050615 Seoul YONHAP in English 0550 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


{Excerpts} Seoul, April 5 (YONHAP)—Opposition 
leader Kim Tae-chung Tuesday demanded that the next 
National Assembly conduct an official investigation into 
the true picture of the bloody 1980 civil uprising in 
Kwangju, the capital of his home province. 


Kim labeled the official probe as the most important 
thing in the efforts to resolve the Kwangju uprising and 
proposed that the National Assembly, after the general 
elections this month, form an investigative body to 
reveal the truth of the incident before the nation and 
history. 


Kim also offered a four-point formula for resolving the 
Kwangju incident which included restoring the honor of 
Kwangju citizens and granting preferential treatment to 
the victims and their families. [passage omitted] 


Addressing an outdoor rally held in front of the Kwangju 
railway station, Kim said, the No government showed 
some progress in its attitude toward the Kwangju upris- 
ing, but still failed to provide a fundamental solution. 


Kim also demanded that the government reveal the 
private assets of former President Chon and his relatives 
saying that Chon, now on a U.S. visit, should return 
home immediately and disclose the facts behind the 
corruption scandal involving his younger brother, Chon 
Kyong-hwan. 


The 46-year-old younger brother of the former president 
was placed under arrest on March 31 on charges of 
amassing a multimillion-dollar fortune through ernbez- 
zlement, tax evasion and influence-peddling while he led 
the officially backed community development move- 
ment over the past seven years. 
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Kim also insisted that the No government is suspected of 
seeking asylum for former President Chon in collabora- 
tion with a foreign country, and warned that both Chon 
and the No government would be confronted with 
nationwide indignation if asylum is granted. 


The senior Chon, who stepped down on Feb. 25 and was 
succeeded by President No, left the country on March 22 
for a three-week visit in the United States. Chon is to 
shorten his visit and return to Korea later this week. 


Further on Kim Tae-chung Demands 
SK060225 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[By staff reporter Yi Chang-sop] 


[Text] Kwangju—Kim Tae-chung, de facto leader of the 
opposition PPD, yesterday renewed his call for full 
democracy as a solution to the scars of the May 1980 
Kwangju uprising in a rally here. 


The former PPD president demanded that the true 
picture of the Kwangju uprising be brought to light by a 
parliamentary investigating team immediately after the 
inauguration of the 13th-term National Assembly late 
this month. 


Kim came here to attend a “citizens’ rally to resolve on 
victory in the April parliamentary elections,” held in the 
plaza of the Kwangju railroad station. 


Citizens of Kwangju and Cholla provinces crowded the 
plaza, repeatedly chanting “Kim Tae-chung.” 


But they showed less enthusiam than in the December 
presidential campaigns. 


An election watchdog committee was formed for the 
upcoming general elections in the rally organized jointly 
by the PPD and the Kwangju branch of the National 
Coalition for Democracy. 


After the rally, Kim paraded along with followers to the 
Mangwol-dong cemetery on the outskirts of Kwangju, 
where the victims of the tragic incident were buried. 


Kim’s motorcade was followed by tens of thousands of 
citizens when it passed through main streets. 


In his speech to his fellow countrymen, the first since the 
presidential campaigns, Kim gave rather a positive 
assessment of a package of government measures to 
remedy the Kwangju problems. 


But he went on, “It can not completely heal the wounds 
of the Kwangju victims.” 


“The most important point in solving the Kwangju 
problems is to realize genuine democracy and probe into 
the real facts of the incident,” Kim asseried. 
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Among others in the four-point solutions to the Kwangju 
problems suggested by him were the restoration of the 
honor of Kwangju citizens by a “clear-cut apology”’ from 
the government, and enough compensation for the vic- 
tims and their families, both materially and spiritually. 


“If the Ne Tae-u administration accepts my proposal, I 
am willing to cooperate in settling the problems through 
talking with them,” Kim said. 


Calling for early implementation of all available means 
for democracy by President No, Kim maintained that 
the government, above all, immediately stop designing a 
plot for rigging in the forth-coming general elections and 
ensure fair elections. 


As to the controversial Saemaul scandal, Kim called for 
the immediate return of Chon Tu-hwan from the United 
States to help bare the truth of the mass irregularities 
involving his younger brother Kyong-hwan. 


He demanded that former president Chon and his family 
members make public their properties. 


The opposition leader warned against a rumored exile of 
the former president in the U.S. with the assistance of his 
successor No. 


“If the rumor has grounds, popular anger over the No 
Tae-u regime and its predecessor will get out of control,” 
Kim warned. 


Kim Tae-chung Charges Chons 
SK060753 Seoul YONHAP in English 0731 GMT 
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[by Kim Chang-hoe] 


[Text] Seoul, April 6 (YONHAP)}—Opposition leader 
Kim Tae-chung charged on Wednesday that former 
President Chon Tu-hwan and his younger brother had 
purchased a massive amount of stocks and real estate in 
Australia. 


Kim said that by means of an unofficial investigation, he 
had managed to confirm longstanding rumors of alleged 
capital flight in Australia committed by the Chons. He 
added that it is also a well-known fact that the Chons 
own huge assets in the U.S. cities of New York and Los 
Angeles. 


Meeting with reporters before attending a rally for a Seoul 
district chapter of his Party for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD), Kim demanded that the government of President No 
Tae-u arrange for the former president, now traveling in the 
United States, to return home immediately and launch an 
official probe into the alleged corruption and capital flight 
committed by the Chon family. 
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Former President Chon, who stepped down on Feb. 25 
and was succeeded by No, is now traveling in the United 
States after leaving Korea on March 22 for a three-week 
U.S. visit. 


Close aides to Chon said the former president will 
shorten his U.S. trip and return to Korea later this week. 


Kimi alleged that the former president and his brother 
had purchased more than 50 percent of the equity shares 
of a well-known beer brewery and a massive amount of 
stocks in the Swan Lake motel chain, both in Australia. 
He added that the Chons had also bought land and 
buildings in that country. 


Kim said arn Australian identified as Mr. Alan Band 
supervises the Chons’ assets in Australia. Kim, however, 
did not identify the Australian beer brewery or give 
details about the unofficial investigation. 


Joining the mcunting opposition attacks aimed at 
defeating the government party in the upcoming parlia- 
mentary elections, rival opposition leader Kim Yong- 
sam also continued his efforts to discredit the govern- 
ment of former President Chon with allegations of 
large-scale corruption. 


Kim Yong-sam, former president of the leading opposi- 
tion Reunification Democratic Party (RDP), said in a 
speech at a party rally that the capital flight carried out 
by Chon Kyong-hwan, younger brother of the former 
president, involved a sum far larger than 10 billion won 
(13.4 million dollars). 


Kim further maintained that former President Chon and 
his wife Yi Sun-cha were also involved in corruption 
more than 10 times that committed by Chon’s younger 
brother. 


Kim Yong-sam charged the government with manipulat- 
ing the amount of money involved in the younger Chon’s 
corruption scandal, as well as his sudden departure for 
Japan and his subsequent return. 


Chon Kyong-hwan was arrested by the prosecution on 
March 31 for amassing a fortune in cash, land and stocks 
through embezzlement of public and private funds, influ- 
ence-peddling and tax evasion over the past seven years 
during his leadership of the officially backed Saemaul 
Undong (New Community Movement) headquarters. 


The prosecution is still investigating additional charges 
against the younger Chon including capital flight in the 
United States, Australia and Argentina. 


In an interim investigation report announced at the same 
time as the younger Chon’s arrest, the prosecution said 
the younger Chon had accumulated secret funds totaling 
13.7 billion won (18.4 million u.s. dollars). 
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The prosecution said the younger Chon was suspected of 
embezzling 6.5 billion won worth of public and private 
funds, of evading 1.1! billion won in taxes, and of 
accepting 200 million won as payment for influence- 
peddling. 


The prosecution is still tracking down the sources and 
whereabouts of some 2-billion-won worth of secret funds 
raised by the younger Chon. 


Meanwhile, leaders of the ruling Democratic Justice 
Party dismissed the opposition attacks as part of hack- 
neyed propaganda offensives, and expressed their will- 
ingness to launch a parliamentary investigation into the 
corruption, if any did occur, during the next National 
Assembiy cession after the general elections slated for 
April 26. 


DJP chairman Chae Mun-sik denounced the opposition 
by saying it was assailing alleged corruption under the 
previous government because of its failure to find fault 
with the government of President No Tae-u. 


Chae said the DJP will invoke the right to conduct a 
parliamentary investigation during the next National 
Assembly in order to launch a thorough probe into all the 
alleged corruption scandals. 


DJP Secretary-General Sim Pyong-po also dismissed the 
opposition criticism labeling it as groundless allegations 
based on reports by foreign news media. 


Kim Yong-sam Campaigns for RDP 
SK060121 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
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[From the “Out and About” column: “Supporting 
Speech’’] 


[Text] Former RDP president Kim Yong-sam yesterday 
made his first public speech since the December presi- 
dential election. 


Kim attended opening ceremonies of three regional 
chapters of the party and encouraged RDP parliamen- 
tary candidates of each region. 


In Puchon, Kim appealed for support to RDP nominee 
Choe Ki-son, once his secretary, citing the sex-torture 
case of Kwon In-suk which took place in a police station 
there. 


“This city is one of the regions where human rights are 
least protected. The sex-torture case is proof of it. To 
head off a repetition of such an inconceivable incident, 
you have to help the RDP emerge as a strong opposition 
party,” Kim said. 


Later in the day, Kim also attended the opening of the 
Kangnam A district chapter headed by party vice presi- 
dent Hwang Pyong-tae. 
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Speaking for Hwang, his hand-picked vice president, 
Kim attacked the government aad its party for manipu- 
lating the Saemaul scandal. 


“The prosecution investigation of the scandal eloquently 
showed that the Sixth Republic is no better than the 
previous one. Nothing has changed. 


“How could such a scandal happen? Because only a few 
people had enormous power in their hands. If you vote 
for the DJP, you are encouraging them to commit such 
injustices again,” Kim said. 


RDP Revamps Campaign Structure 
SK050321 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
5 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party yesterday 
revamped its structure for efficient management of the 
election campaign. 


It launched a 35-member campaign committee which 
will govern party management during the election peri- 
od. Acting party president Kim Myong-yun was named 
chairman of the committee. 


The committee comprises 13 subcommittees and has 
appointed Kim Tok-yong its spokesman and Yi Won- 
chong vice spokesman. 


Acting president Kim said the RDP should win at least 
80 elected seats and 25 proportional representation seats 
to be able to frustrate a possible ruling Democratic 
Justice Party attempt to revise the Constitution. 


“We have to secure the minimum number of seats 
necded to foil the DJP’s revision attempt. Otherwise, the 
DJP may push for a constitutional revision to maintain 
power forever after the general elections,” Kim warned. 


“Our slogan for the elections is ‘Conscience or Decayed 
Dictatorship.” We have to persuade the public to vote 
for conscience and allow no room for dictatorship,“ the 
chief campaigner stressed. 


The party also named party advisers Chong Song-hwa 
and Kim Chae-kwang as advisers to the campaign com- 
mittee and secretary general Pak Chong-yol as standing 
vice chairman. 


The committee selected a chief campaigner for each of 
the 12 big cities and provinces nationwide except for 
Kwangju and Chollanam-do. 


With the inauguration of the campaign committee, the 
party’s parliamentary candidates have begun to open or 
revamp their regional campaign offices. 
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The first regional office was opened yesterday in Sog- 
wipo of Cheju Island and the reorganization work will 
peak on April 7 when candidates for Pusan hold a rally to 
jointly open their offices with the presence of former 
party president Kim Yong-sam. 


RDP Scores ‘Illegal’ DJP Acts 
SK060233 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Reunification Democratic Party yesterday 
charged the ruling Democratic Justice Party is attempt- 
ing to rig the coming general elections. 


The party’s campaign committee spokesman, Kim Tok- 
yong, claimed DJP candidates are forcing supporters and 
hometown people to move into their electoral districis. 


Kim said the massive residential re-registration has 
paralyzed low level administrative offices. 


For instance, Kim said Yi Chae-hwan, DJP candidate 
for Sogu district of Taejon, has forced 600 residents of 
his hometown village of Kisong in Chungchongnam-do 
to move to Taejon. 


Kim also charged that Yim Chol-su, DJP candidate for 
Chonju and vice chairman of the Miwon Business 
Group, had his employees falsely move to his electoral 
district. 


“The DJP, which won the presidential election through 
various kinds of corruption, is intent on committing the 
same corruption to secure a majority of seats,” the 
spokesman argued. 


He urged the DJP to stop its “illegal campaign” of 
residential re-registration being waged nationwide and 
restore the changed addresses. 


DJP Plans Proportional List 
SK050219 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Democratic Justice Party plans to put for- 
ward about 60 candidates for the national constituency 
to choose Assemblymen under the proportional repre- 
sentation system, it was learned yesterday. 


Under the new Parliamentary Election Law, 75 of 299 
seats in the National Assembly are to be alloted to parties 
winning five or more elected seats through votes cast. 


Even if the first winning party fails to secure a half of 
total seats in the voting, it is guaranteed to take a half of 
the national constituency seats, or 38 of 75, by the law. 


Party secretary general Sim Myong-po said, “We are 
planning to put forward about 60 candidates. At least we 
should secure 38 of the national constituency seats and 
we need some 20 reserve candidates.” 
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The party now has a list of about 180 candidates who 
were selected from a slate of 360 people. 


Party chairman Chae Mun-sik and secretary general Sim 
will consult with President No Tae-u soon to finalize the 
selection. 


Aside from the professional attributes “freshness of 
image” will be much emphasized in considering of the 
candidates for selection consideration, party sources 
said. 


CEMC Rules Some Acts ‘Hlegal’ 
SK060321 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The Central Election Management Committee 
[CEMC] yesterday ruled as illegal various forms of 
electioneering, which have been prevalent in a tacit 
recognition of the authorities concerned. 


It cited as illegal ways of campaigning the hoisting of 
privately-produced banners above streets, pasting of bills 
on walls, distributing of propaganda materials and offer- 
ing of meal and gifts. 


Under the Presidential Election Law, only banners and 
bills, produced by the committee on the basis of they 
candidates’ designs, are allowed for campaigning. 


The law bans the distribution of pamphlets introducing 
the candidates before the notice of the election day. 


Election day, set for April 26, will be formally 
announced Friday from which an 18-day campaign will 
be authorized. 


Campaigning through privately-made banners and bills 
has been common across the country as in the presiden- 
tial campaign without checks by the official authorities. 


The CEMC’s fresh ruling draws keen concern mainly 
with regard to follow-up steps such as reporting to the 
prosecutions, observers said. 


Election Violence Crackdown Ordered 
SK050131 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] Justice Minister Chong Hae-chang instructed 
prosecution authorities nationwide to crack down on 
election violence and illegal campaigning in a meeting of 
senior prosecutors held at the Prosecutor-General’s 
Office yesterday. 


ema out that the upcoming general elections will 
itness the most hectic competition among rival candi- 
dates, he expressed worry about possible violence at 
stumping rally sites, obstruction of voting and ballot- 
counting and other malpractices. 
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He also said widespread premature electioneering activ- 
ities and burgeoning cor.upt practices are escalating the 
already-heated parliamentary race in an undesirable 
direction. 


Saying that there are still many people, especially in high 
places, who make light of the law and abuse power, the 
minister ordered prosecutors to exercise prosecution 
rights strictly to root out such trends. 


Chong asked the prosecution authorities to fully respect 
the human rights of the people in the process of investi- 
gations. 


In the meeting, Prosecutor General Yi Chong-nam also 
told senior prosecutors to arrest without exception elec- 
tion law violators, particularly those who rig voting and 
ballot-counting. 


The top prosecutor ordered stern punishment against 
those who commit violence at parliamentarian candi- 
dates’ joint stumping rally sites. 


Other practices the prosecution authorities will crack 
down upon intensively are: slander and black propa- 
ganda against rival candidates, gift-giving, money distri- 
bution, vote-buying and other corrupt practices. 


Yi also directed senior prosecutors to root out real estate 
speculators, tax evaders and those who engage in deca- 
dent business activities taking advantage of the lax social 
atmosphere during the election campaign period. 


Paper Urges No To Cut Ties With 5th Republic 
SK030114 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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(“News in Review” column by political editor Kim 
Myong-sik: “Kwangju Package Lacks Initiative: New 
Government’s Hands Still Tied”’] 


[Text] The families of those who died in Kwangju in 
May, 1980, will have something to tell their sons, broth- 
ers and husbands when they visit the Mangwoldong 
cemetery on this Hansik Day. 


They will try to console the souls with the news that the 
new government has redefined them as participants in a 
democratization movement instead of simple “rioters.” 


The government statement, read by Culture-Information 
Minister Chong Han-mo on Friday, however, seemed to 
have fallen short of satisfying the citizens of Kwangju in 
general. 


Civil leaders in the Chollanam-do capital, the scene of 
the bloodiest revolt in the post-war history of the Repub- 
lic, instantly expressed dissatisfaction with the govern- 
ment gesture. 
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They demanded, as they had done consistently in recent 
years, full reinvestigation of the incident and punish- 
ment of all who were responsible for the bloodshed, 
which resulted in conflicting accounts of casualties 
between government authorities and dissidents. 


Kim Tae-chung, whose arrest by martial law forces was 
one of the direct causes of the civil resistance, scoffed at 
the government statement. His spokesman called it a 
“deceitful attempt to smear the spirit of the righteous 
uprising.” 


Kim himself will come down to Kwangju on Tuesday as a 
guest of dissident organizations in the city and is expected to 
show his reaction to the government apology. 


Coming on the heels of the storm raised by the Chon 
Kyong-hwan scandal, the statement on Kwangju did not 
in fact draw much public attention although the new 
administration issued it as a final requiem. 


President Chon Tu-hwan has already expressed his “re- 
gret’” over the “unfortunate incident” twice shortly 
before his retirement—first in a press conference with 
foreign press and then at his final news conference with 
the Chongwadae press corps. 


Government sources said that there were conflicting 
opinions among Cabinet members over the wording of 
the statement as to whether a more direct admission of 
guilt was appropriate. 


However, some ministers reportedly objected to making 
a clearer apology as it would logically justify the dissi- 
dent and opposition demand for the punishment of those 
responsible for the tragedy. 


Thus, the statement consisted of rather ambiguous 
expressions and it refrained from pinning blame on 
anybody for the bloodbath that left at least 191 people 
slain and hundreds of others injured. 


It just offered “sincere apology” to the residents of 
Kwangju and the general public for the fact that a 
satisfactory solution to the consequences of the turmoil 
had not been made during the past eight years. The 
apology was clearly not for the killing itself. 


For the government of the “Sixth Republic,” which 
claims discontinuity from the “Fifth Republic” with 
growing intensity these days, an apology for the 1980 
incident was not really required. 


But president No Tae-u is burdened with doing some- 
thing about the problems of Kwangju because of his 
election pledges, which greatly emphasized “healing the 
trauma of Kwangju.” 
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Foliowing the election victory, he created the “Democ- 
rziization and Reconciliation Council [DRC] and the 
body of civil leaders, :nciuding representatives from 
K wang). presented <2 package of recommendations on 
Kwangju and other matters. 


The Friday statement was almost a carbon copy of the 
DRC document. it harcly showed spontaneity on thx 
part of the new government to settle fundamentally one 
of the most sensitive political issues in this country as 
critics pointeu out. 


The government bared plans to support the erection of a 
memorial monument, release compensation for the vic- 
tims and restore the fund which had been raised for the 
benefit of the Kwangju victims mut was later diverted to 
a children’s park project. 


If all these steps looked too limited in the eyes of the 
dissatisfied Kwanju citizens and other critics, they are a 
reflection of the particular nature of the new govern- 
ment, being headed by a man who was hand-picked by 
the previous leader. 


The problem with the Sixth Republic is that it has to 
deny what is undeniable. The more it emphasized its 
detachment from the previous administration, the more 
critics pointed to the continuity of power and the inev- 
itable sharing of the responsibility for the past. 


The seemingly exhaustive prosecution investigation of 
the Saemaul headquarters scandal only lead to the oppo- 
sition criticism of “cover-up” to protect the people in the 
present administration who were involved in the alleged 
improprieties. 


Already, a second round of exposes is being prepared by 
dissident opposition circles as well as the mass media 
concerning the financial activities of other relatives of the 
ex-president. The creation of the Ilhae Foundation is also 
destined to be put under public scrutiny with the former 
Kukje-ICC Corp. chairman Yang Chung-mo seeking to 
recover his assets, which he claims to have lost because of 
his lack of cooperation with the promoters of Ilhae. 


The impact of the government statement on Kwangju on 
constituents, especially on those in the Cholla area, will 
be minimal and the parliamentary election campaigns 
will bring up many other issues spaced over the past and 
present administrations. 


One powerful call will be the abolition of the Advisory 
Council of Elder Statesmen, a constitutional organ which 
is to be headed by the immediate ex-president, Chon 
Tu-hwan for the next five years. 


Whether out of the Confucian obligation of deference or 
due to the still mixed structure of power in the first-ever 
legitimate transition of government, the new President 
will feel it hard to free himself from the shadow of his 
predecessor benefactor. 
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Yet, the sooner he cuts the sticky link between the Fifth and 
the Sixth Republics, the more stable will be the new govern- 
ment. The parliamentary election campaigns will offer a 
chance to test his will and abilwty in this senlitive task. 


Foreign Minister Meets Australian Counterpart 
SK041322 Seoul YONHAP in English 1306 GMT 
+ Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 4 (YONHAP)—South Korea and and 
Australia has agreed to conclude an early bilateral avia- 
tion agreement for commercial flight services between 
Seoul and Sidney on a reciprocal basis, it was learned 
here Monday. 


The binational agreement came, government officials 
said, when Korean Foreign Minister Choe Kwang-su and 
his Australian counterpart Bill Hayden had talks in the 
day. Australian Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Hayden arrived here on Sunday for a five day visit. 


The officials said that in the Monday meeting Hayden 
requested Australia be given the same treatment as the 
United States regarding beef exports to Korea. 


Choe asked for opening Australian markets wider to 
Korean export commdities to help correct the bilateral 
trade imbalance. Korean imports from Australia 
amounted to 1.1 billion U.S. dollars last year, far exceed- 
ing 540 million dollars worth of exports to that oceanic 
nation. 


The two foreign ministers also exchanged views on 
regional political and security situations around their 
nations, and agreed to cooperate for the successful host- 
ing of the Seoul Olympic games scheduled for Sept. 
17-Oct. 2. 


The Australian minister was quoted as saying that his 
country will not improve relationship with North Korea 
if the communist country will not give up warlike 
position against South Korea. Australia cut off relations 
with North Korea in 1975. 


Before his meeting with Choe, Hayden met with Korean 
Deputy Prime Minister Na Ung-pae and Energy and 
Resources Minister Yi Pong-so, discussing ways to strengthen 
economic cooperation between the two countries. 


Later in the day, Hayden delivered an address to busi- 
ness leaders at the Federation of Korean Industries 
saying that Australia welcomes the Korean Govern- 
ment’s initiatives to open up some domestic markets to 
imports and ease restrictions on travel abroad by Korean 
nationals. 


We hope that more can be done and that Korea’s 
growing economy provides an excellent opportunity for 
early progress on market liberalization, the Australian 
official said. 
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Korea has become a very important trading partner for 
Australia—our fifth largest export market, he addcd. 


Hayden plans to pay a courtesy call on South Korean 
President No Tae-u before leaving for his country on 
Thursday. 


PRC City Welcomes Investments From Companies 
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5 Apr 88 p 1 


{By correspondent Chong-hun] 


[Text] Tokyo—A Chinese mayor said Saturday his city 
welcomed foreign investments from countries which 
have no diplomatic ties with China, the Tokyo-based 
CHINA NEWS SERVICE reported Sunday. 


Li Wenquan, mayor of Weihai city in Shandong Prov- 
ince, made the remarks in a press conference in Beijing 
Saturday apparently with reference to South Korea, the 
CNA [as published] quoted the official NEW CHINA 
NEWS AGENCY as reporting. 


Li’s remarks suggested the Chinese city’s openness to 
accept investments from South Korean companies, the 
news service said. Seoul has no diplomatic relations with 
China. 


Weihai city, located on the eastern tip of Shandong 
Peninsula, was upgraded to the status of a special city by 
the State Council last June under the Chinese open-door 


policy. 


Agreement To Open Trade Offices With SFRY 
SK060653 Seoul YONHAP in English 0628 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 6 (YONHAP)}—South Korea and 
Yugoslavia will open trade representative offices in each 
other’s country during the first half of this year, the 
Korea Trade Promotion Corporation (KOTRA) 
announced Wednesday. 


The Korea trade center in Ljubljana, capital of the 
Slovenia Republic, and the Yugoslav trade representa- 
tive office in Seoul will both engage in nationwide 
business activities, Pak Yong-su, KOTRA president, 
said in a news conference. 


The yugoslavian trade representative office in Seoul will 
be the second trade office to be opened in Seoul by East 
bloc countries. Seoul has no diplomatic relations with 
any communist country. Hungary became the first East 
bloc country to open its trade office here last month. 


Slovenia is one of the six constituent republics which 
comprise the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 
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Pak said that the establishment of the trade offices is in 
accordance with a bilateral agreement reached between 
KOTRA, South Korea’s semiofficial trade agency, and 
the Slovenia Chamber of Economy last month. 


The agreement on mutual cooperation was signed by Pak 
and Marko Bulc, president of the Slovenia Chamber of 
Eccnomy, on March 24 when the KOTRA president 
visited Yugoslovia. 


Under the agreement, the Slovenia Chamber of Econ- 
omy and KOTRA will seek bilateral cooperation in such 
areas as exchanges of trade missions, participation in 
and support of various trade fairs to be held in each 
other’s country, joint projects in both countries and third 
countries, and exchanges of business information, 
KOTRA officials said. 


With the establishment of the trade offices, Korea will 
participate in the modern electronic fair to be held Oct. 
3-7 in Ljubljana while Yugoslavia will participate in the 
Seoul International Trade Fair (SITRA), scheduled for 
Oct. 20-31, according to the officials. 


In 1987, trade between Korea and Yugoslavia via third 
countries reached 16 million U.S. dollars. Korea 
exported 15.98 million dollars worth of goods to Yugo- 
slavia while importing 170,000 dollars worth of goods. 


Major Korean exports to the Balkan country included 
textiles, footwear, machine tools, televisions and video- 
tape recorders while imports included some electronics 
products and raw materials for medicines. 


Japan Seeks Mediation for Seamen’s Release 
SK060131 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
6 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Tokyo (AFP)}—Japan may ask for the help of third 
countries in seeking the release of two Japanese seamen 
jailed by north Korea on spying charges, Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Keizo Obuchi said Tuesday. 


Obuchi told a news conference here that Japan would 
continue to “use every possible means” to secure the 
release of the two seamen who were arrested shortly after 
« north Korean soldier stowed away on their freighter 
and defected to Japan in November 1983. 


“We regard third countries as part of those means,” the 
chief Japanese government spokesman said without 
naming any countries or elaborating further. 


Meanwhile, a north Korean Foreign Ministry official 
Tuesday said the chances of a solution to the problem 
had been lost in view of the sanctions taken by Japan 
against Pyongyang for the November bombing of a south 
Korean airliner in which all 115 people on board died. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The director of the ministry’s Information Department, 
quoted by the official KOREAN CENTRAI NEWS 
AGENCY monitored here, also charged that Japan was 
“attempting by hook and or by crook to make third 
countries on friendly terms with us enter into negotia- 
tions” for the release of the two men. 


Japanese and north Korean officials have previously 
held talks in Beijing and Vienna on the issue. 


Pyongyang has demanded the return of the north Korean 
soldier who was paroled here in November after spend- 
ing four years in detention as an illegal immigrant. 


A senior Foreign Ministry spokesman here said that 
Japan's contacts with Pyongyang through third countries 
were only part of its efforts to secure the release of the 
two seamen. 


North Korea sentenced captain Isamu Beniko and chief 
engineer Yoshio Kuriura to 15 years’ “reformation 
through labor” in December on spying charges and for 
allegedly kidnapping the soldier, Min Hong-ku. 


Japan has flatly denied the charges, saying they are a 
pretext for forcing the return of Min to north Korea. 


Revision in JSP’s ‘Lopsided’ Policy Awaited 
SK050121 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
5 Apr 88 p 6 


[Editorial: “JSPs Anti-Seoul Policies”) 


[Text] Some change is seemingly taking place in the 
Japan Socialist Party. According to foreign news dis- 
patches, JSP chairwoman Takako Doi has indicated 
some modification of her party’s longstanding policies 
toward the Seoul government is in the offing. She appar- 
ently has taken note of President No Tae-u’s democratic 
reform efforts and changes in the international situation. 


It remains to be seen what changes the second largest 
party in Japan will make in its policies with regard to the 
Republic of Korea. The JSP has been notorious for its 
lopsided policy toward Korea for the past two decades 
and its prejudice against the Republic of Korea is the 
mainstay of its party policy. On the other hand, the 
socialist party has regarded North Korea as an exem- 
plary socialist country. 


Accordingly, the party does not recognize the Republic, 
opposes the basic Korea-Japan rapprochement treaty 
and peddles Pyongyang’s false claim that South Korea 
started the Korean War. Even recently, the JSP’s official 
organ endorsed outrageous North Korean propaganda 
proposing that the mid-air bombing of a Korean Airliner 
last December was an event which had been fabricated 
by the Seoul government. 
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Foolishly enough, the JSP is still obsessed with the 
anachronistic dogma that only socialism is superior to 
Capitalism, and only socialism can lead to economic 
prosperity, peace and democracy. In this context, the 
party recognized the Pyongyang regime as the only 
legitimate state on the Korean peninsula and maintained 
and promoted mutual amity through the Japan-Chosun 
Legislators’ Association. 


But one thing that the JSP must know is that regardless 
of its non-recognition of Seoul, the Republic of Korea 
has overwhelmed its rival in terms of economic growth, 
promotion of peace and democratic development. We 
don’t expect that the JSP change, if any, indicates a 
modification of its basic attitude toward South and 
North Korea. Rather, the party perhaps has realized that 
its unpopular sneering at Seoul has never been and never 
will be favorably accepted by Japanese voters and the 
international community. Most probably, the change 
does come because of its own need to catch up with the 
changing world situation characterized by a rapid rap- 
prochement between Seoul and many socialist and Com- 
munist countries with the Seoul Olympics providing 
momentum. 


We have little interest, at this juncture, in the JSP’s 
future policy course. However, unless it revises its basic 
stance and policies, any immediate improvement in the 
icy relations between the Korean government and the 
Japanese party cannot be expected. Korea exists and will 
exist regardless of whether the JSP recognizes it or not. 


Would-Be Defector to North Charged, Arrested 
SK060928 Seoul YONHAP in English 0919 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 6 (YONHAP)}—An unemployed 
South Korean who allegedly attempted to defect to 
North Korea during an overseas trip was arrested here 
on Wednesday on charges of violating the National 
Security Law. 


The South Korean Agency for National Security Plan- 
ning said that the 45-year-old man, known as Pak 
K yong-hwan, tried to defect to Pyongyang while travel- 
ing in Hong Kong March 28. Pak, according to the 
agency, went out of a hotel where his tour group was 
staying and called the North Korean Embassy in Singa- 
pore by phone. He allegedly said in his talks with the 
North Korean officials that he wanted to defect to North 
Korea. 


He was, however, given a cool response from the North 
Korean Embassy officials who reportedly said, we can- 
not help you at the moment. So, go home and wait. 
North and South Korea will soon be reunited. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


The agency said Pak had contacted the Hong Kong- 
based offices of a Chinese newspaper and the XINHUA 
News Agency before calling the North Korean Embassy. 
His bid was, however, rejected by the offices, the agency 
added. 


The reason for his attempt to gain asylum in North 
Korea was not immediately known. 


Pak left South Korea on March 26 for a five-day group 
tour of Taiwan and Hong Kong. The tour was arranged 
by a Seoul tourism agency. 


Defector Asked KBS’ Help in Locating Family 
SK050313 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
5 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] One of the two North Koreans who allegedly 
defected to south Korea sent letters twice to the Korea 
Broadcasting System (KBS) via China, asking for help in 
locating his relatives residing in the south, investigation 
authorities said. 


The authorities cited KBS sources as saying that O 
Song-il sent letters to the network to ask the whereabouts 
of his separated family members when O was in Jilin 
province, China, after fleeing from north Korea. 


O sent his first letter Dec. 13 last year to the state-run 
broadcasting company. The sender’s address was 
““Chungang Primary School, Yongil City, Chian.” 


Those O wanted to meet with are his grandfather O 
Yun-ho, uncles Song-hun and Chong-hun, and his moth- 
er’s brothers Yi Pyong-yong and Yi Hu-yong. 


KBS sent him a reply saying that it would make utmost 
efforts to find his relatives. 


Soon after the two Koreans arrived in Seoul March 26, O 
Myong-su, 45, a laborer residing in Sokcho on the East 
Coast, claimed that O Song-il is certain to be his younger 
half-brother. 


There is widespread speculation that O and his compan- 
ion Kim Chong-hwa might have faked their defection. 


Foreign Missions’ Facilitation of Visas Urged 
SK050418 Seoul CHUNGANG ILBO in Korean 
4 Apr 88 p 2 


[From the “Fountain” column: “Overseas Trip and 
Visas”’] 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] From next year, overseas 
travel will be fully liberalized. We will be living in a 
world where we can freely travel. 


However, there is one thing that the government should 
resolve. It should assist the people in obtaining visas 
required for travel. 
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When an ordinary man applies for a visa at the U.S. or 
Canadian Embassy, he comes to realize what type of 
insult he faces. One cannot suppress displeasure at their 
attitude of almost regarding the Korean people as future 
fugitives. 


The documents they demand are incredible. The docu- 
ments which should be submitted are an English trans- 
lation of copies of a certificate of employment, a certif- 
icate of payment of composite income tax and class “*A”’ 
earned income tax, a certificate of a bank balance, a 
census register, and a resident certificate. 


This is not a matter of formality but rather an issue that 
concerns national defilement. Japan is currently holding 
nonvisa talks with the United States. Although we are 
not in such a position, we hope we at least would not be 
insulted. 


Liberalizing overseas travel without resolving this prob- 
lem is like giving water to a goose on a dish. 


Prosecutor Requests Lawyer in Sex-Torture Case 
SK060325 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
6 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] Lawyer Cho Yong-hwang, who has been 
appointed the “special prosecutor” for the trial of former 
police investigator Mun Kwi-dong, has requested the 
Inchon District Court to name another lawyer to the 
same post. 


In his written request yesterday, Lawyer Cho said that it 
is very difficult for him alone to bring criminal charges 
against Mun, who allegedly molested Miss Kwon In-suk 
sexually while questioning her at Puchon Police Station. 


In light of the gravity of the case and also the necessity to 
re-investigate an extensive set of records, the additional 
appointment is necessary for a fair and flawless proceed- 
ing of the trial, Cho emphasized. 


He specifically mentioned lawyer Kim Yong-nam as the 
man with whom he wants to work. 


When the Supreme Court upheld the arbitration appeal 
filed by Miss Kwon and her attorneys, the prosecution 
which had suspended indictment against Mun was 
deemed “disqualified” to play a role, leading the court to 
name Cho as special prosecutor. 


Pak Chong-chol Relatives File Lawsuit 
SK050307 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
5 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] A lawsuit seeking reparations for the torture death 
of Pak Chong-chol will be filed with the Seoul District 
Civil Court tomorrow, sources at the National Council 
of Churches (NCC) in Korea said yesterday. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


A committee to be set up in memory of the student 
activist tortured to death by policy investigators in 
January last year will sue police and others for reparation 
for his death, the NCC said. 


The legal action will follow the activation of the committee, 
comprised mainly of family members of people incarcerated 
in connection with anti-government actions. 


The defendants in the suit will be former Director of the 
National Police Headquarters Kang Min-chang and other 
police officers involved in the torture or its cover-up, the 
then ministers of home affairs and justice, and the council of 
government agencies formed to settle the issues resulting 
from the Pak case, according to the NCC source. 


The committee will be formally inaugurated tomorrow 
at the Christian building in Chongno 5-ga, central Seoul. 


The committee members include bereaved family mem- 
bers of those killed by martial law troops in the 1980 
Kwangju incident aid of Yi Han-yol, the Yonsei Uni- 
versity student who died last year of head injuries after 
being hit by a tear-gas shell during an anti-government 
demonstration. 


Kwon In-suk, the victim of alleged ‘“‘sex-torture” by police, 
will also serve as a committee member, the source said. 


Government To Increase Shares in World Bank 
SK060141 Seoul YONHAP in English 0129 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 6 (YONHAP)—Buoyed by its bulging 
current account surplus, South Korea plans to increase 
its capital share in the World Bank and other interna- 
tional banking organizations in a bid to secure a stronger 
voice in international affairs. 


The Finance Ministry said on Wednesday that it will ask 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to approve its 
plan to raise Korea’s capital share from the present 0.52 
percent to more than | percent. 


South Korea previously increased its capital investment in 
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment in February by 166 million SDR’s (special drawing 
rights) equivalent to about 200 million U.S. dollars. 


Ministry officials said the projected increase in Korea’s 
IMF capital share is based on the IMF’s evaluation of 
South Korea’s economic capability which calculated 
Korea’s share at 1.1 percent. 


Disclosing that the IMF is now considering an increase 
in its total capital from the current 90 billion SDR’s 
(some 110 billion dollars) to 328.7 billion SDR’s, the 
officials said that South Korea’s share will rise from the 
present 462.8 million SDR’s or some 560 million dollars 
to 3,621.3 million SDR’s or some 4.4 billion dollars 
which is equivalent to |.1 percent of the total capital. 
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In addition, the ministry has already decided to contrib- 
ute 65 million SDR’s or some 90 million dollars to the 
Structural Adjustment Facility (SAF) to be established 
by the IMF. 


The officials said that the ministry will also make similar 
proposals to the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and 
the African Development Bank (AFDB). 


They said the ministry will ask the ADB to allow Korea 
to further increase its capital share from the current 5.55 
percent when the ADB increases its total capital. 


The ministry will also consult with AFDB officials 
concerning Korea’s additional contribution to the Afri- 
can Development Fund. 


Three Automakers’ Cross-Purchasing Plan Fails 
SK050243 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
5 Apr 88 p 6 


[Text] Korea’s three major automakers have failed to 
make any progress in efforts to cross-purchase parts in an 
attempt to cut back on rising production costs, industry 
sources said yesterday. 


The sources said Hyundai, Daewoo, and Kia have held 
five to six meetings since they reached agreement last 
year to buy each other’s parts, but no actual purchases 
have occurred as the three companies are facing prob- 
lems with their parts suppliers. 


The big three, hit hard by nationwide labor disputes last 
summer, reached an accord to deal with increasing 
production costs by purchasing parts previously bought 
from foreign manufacturers. 


The sources said no massive purchases of each other’s 
parts are likely under the current circumstances as only 
one or two items will be up for sale on a trial basis. 


The sources pointed out that local parts suppliers have to 
redesign their products and go through additional experi- 
mental procedures for the proposed sales to buyers other 
than their usual clients who produce different models. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Stock Exchange Firms Show ‘Substantial’ Growth 
SK040903 Seoul YONHAP in English 0843 GMT 
4 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 4 (YONHAP)—South Korean com- 
panies which have their stocks listed on the Korea Stock 
Exchange recorded substantial growth in sales and net 
profits last year, the securities supervisory board here 
reported on Monday. 


The combined sales of the 268 listed companies which settled 
their accounts in December reached 70.44 trillion won (about 
94.55 billion U.S. dollars one U.S. dollar is worth about 745 
won), up 14.9 percent from their sales in 1986. 


The companies reaped net profits worth 932 billion won 
during the one-year period, up 30.2 percent from the 
year before. 


Manufacturing companies led the growth with growth 
rates of 20.5 percent in sales and 35.9 percent in net 
profits. 


Construction companies suffered setbacks both in sales 
and profits. The combined sales of the 28 construction 
firms totaled only 5.94 trillion won, down 16.9 percent 
from sales in 1987 while their net profits declined by 
144.5 percent from 1986. 


Samsung Co. topped the list of 268 companies in annual 
sales last year with 5.69 trillion won, followed by Hyun- 
dai Corp. with 5.25 trillion won and Daewoo Corp. with 
4.45 trillion won. 


In terms of net profits, Hyundai Motor Co. topped the 
list with 59.6 billion won, followed by Yukong Ltd. with 
42.8 billion won, and Samsung Electronics Co. with 34.5 
billion won. 


Ten companies, including Sangyong Motor Co., turned 
their accounts from deficits into surpluses last year while 
five companies which recorded surpluses in 1986 had 
accounts in the red. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Malaysia 


Indonesia’s Alatas Views Cambodia Proposal 
BK060747 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0658 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 6 (QANA-BERNAMA)— 
The cocktail party proposal to resolve the Kampuchea 
issue should be revived as it is still a viable way to lead 
to a comprehensive political settlement of the problem, 
Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said Thursday. 
[as received] 


The proposal was abandoned by his predecessor, Prof 
Mokhtar Kusumaatmaja, in February after touting it for 
the last two years. Prof Mokhtar then pushed for a’ 
regional conference, followed by an international confer- 
ence, which should include countries outside Southeast 
Asia. 


The (cocktail party) proposal still stands, still is on the 
table. As far as we can see, the parties directly involved 
have not rejected it, Ali told newsmen at the Kuala 
Lumpur International Airport at Subang before leaving 
for Manila after an overnight visit here. 


Last night, he held 45 minutes of talks with his Malay- 
sian counterpart, Abu Hassan Omar, during which the 
issue of Kampuchea dominated discussions. 


Ali, who had already met with his counterparts in 
Bangkok and Singapore before coming here, said 
ASEAN needed to follow up the proposal and see 
whether an arrangement could be realized, provided, of 
course, the parties concerned agree to the time and place. 


We are of the opinion that we should assess the situation 
very carefully now that the efforts undertaken by Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk (the head of the Coalition Govern- 
ment of Democratic Kampuchea) appear to have tem- 
porary [as received] halted after two meetings with Hun 
Sen (Phnom Penh regime leader), he said. 


He added that Malaysia and Indonesia had agreed that 
under the circumstances the Jakarta formula (cocktail 
party), mooted by ASEAN and followed up last year 
between Prof Mokhtar and Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach in Ho Chi Minh City, is still a viable 
avenue. 


Ali said there was now a clear understanding among 
those concerned that the cocktail party was a meeting in 
two stages. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 26 


The first stage would involve a meeting among the four 
Kampuchean factions—the Vietnamese-installed Hun 
Sen administratior and the three resistance groups in the 
CGDK—to be immediately followed by a meeting 
among the four, Vietnam, and other concerned coun- 
tries. 


He said there was general flexibility on the number of 
countries that could attend the second stage of the 
meeting. 


Ali stressed that the proposal only called for an informal 
meeting where ASEAN hoped that some basic prelimi- 
nary understanding among the parties concerned could 
be achieved to provide a good basis for actual, full- 
fledged and successful negotiations. 


Ali and Abu Hassan also discussed the coming ASEAN- 
EC economic ministers meeting and matters related to 
primary commodities, of which the two countries are 
major producers. 


Ali had earlier called on Deputy Prime Minister Ghafar 
Baba. 


UK Foreign Secretary Howe Begins 3-Day Visit 
BK060703 Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0600 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe says 
relations between his country and Malaysia are becom- 
ing increasingly dynamic and equal. Sir Geoffrey arrived 
in Kuala Lumpur last night and was accompanied by 1|7 
officials and his wife. He is scheduled to hold talks 
during his 3-day stay with Foreign Minister Datuk Abu 
Hassan Omar, Deputy Prime Minister Abdul Ghafar 
Baba, and Education Minister Anwar Ibrahim. The 
subjects will include trade and other bilateral and mul- 
tilateral issues. 


Trade Pact Marks ‘New Phase’ in PRC Ties 
BK051245 Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0800 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] The trade agreement that Malaysia signed with 
the People’s Republic of China last week marks a new 
phase in relations between the two countries. It also 
denotes the pace of progress in various economic sectors 
that Malaysia has achieved over the years. The People’s 
Republic, for its part, appears committed to moderniza- 
tion as a priority goal. There is, therefore, a harmony of 
interest which (?underscores) the new trade agreement. 


Malaysia and China entered into diplomatic relations 
only in 1974, although Malaysia attained merdeka or 
independence in 1957. The Malaysian Government had 
to maintain a policy of reserve towards China because of 
the old policy of encouraging communist subversion that 
was a feature of China’s policy. The emergency or 
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anticommunist campaign was still being fought in 
Malaysia during these years. After all, China had few 
external links in that era. The trade relations picked up 
slowly and it was a cumbersome process, as all the 
negotiations and exchanges had to be carried out solely 
through the official Chinese state corporations. The 
establishment of full-scale diplomatic relations did, of 
course, help to increase the tempo of exports and 
improved movements with China. However, it is in the 
last few years that have witnessed a truly dynamic flow 
on trade. But the Malaysian Government and the busi- 
ness community are mindful of the vast potential in the 
Chinese market; they are prepared to compete for a fair 
share of that lucrative market. 


The Malaysian trade and industry minister, Datin 
Paduka Rafidah Aziz, pointed out that total trade 
between Malaysia and China increased significantly last 
year. The two-way trade was valued at 1.6 billion ringgit 
last year, and it represents an increase of 40 percent over 
the 1986 figure. The Malaysian prime minister, Dr 
Mahathir Mohamed, has often stressed this country’s 
policy of establishing trade and economic ties with all 
nations irrespective of their own political or economic 
ideology. That highly pragmatic policy has been condu- 
cive to the maintenance of high living standards for the 
Malaysian people. Today Malaysia’s exports are not 
confined to the traditional raw materials such as rubber, 
tin, palm oil, and timber. Malaysia does produce a wide 
range of industrial goods ranging from light consumer 
items to products of heavy industry, such as the Malay- 
sian motor car, the Proton Saga. There is also ample 
scope for joint venture projects. The new trade agree- 
ment will open the way for many more lines of trade and 
economic contacts. The Chinese Government will find 
that Malaysian industrial and commercial sectors are 
capable of highly sophisticated deals, as this country has 
been a trading nation for many decades. 


All trade is said to be mutually beneficial. The new trade 
accord will be of value to Malaysia as well as the People’s 
Republic of China. 


Singapore 


Dhanabalan Meets Indonesian Foreign Minister 
BK05 1445 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] The new Indonesian minister for foreign affairs, 
Mr Ali Alatas, has said that he believes a meeting in 
Jakarta between the various parties involved in the 
Cambodian problem is still possible. Mr Alatas said the 
Thai foreign minister, Air Chief Marshal Sitthi Sawet- 
sila, and Singapore’s foreign minister, Mr Dhanabalan, 
shared the same view. Proposals made earlier involved 
informal meetings in two stages: the first should be 
among the Cambodian factions, followed immediately 
by one between them and Vietnam. Mr Ali Alatas was 
speaking to reporters after he called on Mr Dhanabalan. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The Indonesian minister was in Singapore for a |-day 
visit as part of his brief tour of the region to meet his 
ASEAN counterparts. He is now in Kuala Lumpur on the 
next stop of his tour. 


Cambodia 


5 Soviet Advisers Reported Killed in Ambush 
BK052359 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] On 29 March, a Vietnamese vehicle left Phnom 
Penh for Kompong Som. It was ambushed by our 
National Army at Kh’aong. Ten people in the vehicle 
were killed and 12 others wounded. Among those killed 
were five Soviet advisers. We destroyed two pistols and 
three AK’s and seized an AK, a B-40, three hand 
grenades, and some war materiel. 


U.S. Weapons Stockpile in Thailand Condemned 
BK060629 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0410 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


(“Another Threat To Peace in Southeast Asia” —SPK 
headline} 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 6 Apr (SPK)—By setting up the 
weapons stockpile in Thailand, the United States hopes 
to return to Southeast Asia to achieve its Asia-Pacific 
strategy. 


The agreement concluded last Friday in Bangkok by the 
commander in chief of the Thai Army, Chawalit Yong- 
chaiyut, and U.S. General Peter W. Lash reveals the 
long-term U.S. strategic goals in this region and consti- 
tutes a direct threat to the security of the three Indochi- 
nese countries. 


The setting up of the U.S. weapons stockpile on Thai soil 
and the extension of the U.S. military presence in the 
Philippines only worsens further the already tense situ- 
ation in Southeast Asia caused lately by Chinese viola- 
tions against Vietnam’s Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 


This recent decision by Thailand and the United States 
runs counter to the aspirations of people in Southeast 
Asia and the prevailing general tendency toward dia- 
logue for peace, friendship, and cooperation among 
nations in the region. It will be condemned by peace- and 
justice-loving people the world over. 


The Reagan administration has been searching for a 
means to maintain its role of policeman around the 
world. It stubbornly nurtures the “contras”’ against the 
Sandinist government in Nicaragua and the UNITA 
group against the current Angolan Government. It is 
undertaking an economic blockade against Panama and 
is putting pressure on other countries which disapprove 
of its war-mongering policy, in addition to its military 
activities in the Caribbean Sea and the Persian Gulf. 
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The Cambodian people, victims of the U.S. war of 
aggression, vehemently condemn the setting up of the 
U.S. weapons stockpile in Thailand. Together with the 
two other Indochinese peoples and peace-loving forces 
the world over, they are determined to fight for peace, 
security, and stability in the region and in the whole 
world and fight against the U.S. Administration’s war- 
mongering policy. 


Leaders Send Greetings to Hungarian Officials 


Hun Sen Greets Counterpart 
BK050749 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] On the 43d anniversary of Hungary’s liberation, 
PRK Foreign Minister Comrade Hun Sen sent a congrat- 
ulatory message to Comrade Peter Varkonyi, foreign 
minister of the Hungarian People’s Republic. 


The message stresses: | am convinced that the relations 
of friendship and fruitful cooperation between our two 
countries and peoples will be constantly strengthened 
and expanded. I wish you good health and new successes 
in Carrying out your noble task for the common cause of 
peace and socialism. 


Chea Sim Greets Assembly President 
BK050949 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0405 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 5 Apr (SPK)}—Chairman of the 
PRK National Assembly Chea Sim sent a warm congrat- 
ulatory message to his Hungarian counterpart, Istvan 
Sarlos, on the occasion of the 43d anniversary of the 
Hungarian People’s Republic national day. 


The message says in substance: 


I am convinced that under the leadership of the KPRP 
and the Hungarian Socialist Workers Party, the relations 
of friendship, solidarity, and all-round cooperation 
between our two countries, especially between our two 
legislative bodies, will further develop and consolidate 
for the benefit of our two peoples, the socialist commu- 
nity, and world peace. 


The Cambodian leader wished his counterpart good 
health and new successes in carrying out his noble task 
and wished prosperity for the Hungarian people. 


Laos 


New Foreign Investment Law Under Study 
BK030132 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
3 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Laos is working on a new law to promote foreign 
investment as part of its current Five Year Plan (1986- 
1990), which emphasizes modernizing its economic sys- 
tem and expanding economic relations with Thailand 
and other Asian countries. 
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Lao Deputy Premier Phoun Sipaseut said during a 
stop-over Friday afternoon at Don Muang Airport that 
the law will be promulgated as soon as possible, perhaps 
this year. 


‘“*We don’t have much capital, we need foreign capital in 
developing our economy,” he said. 


No Thai officials were at the airport to meet Phoun, 
returning to Vientiane after an official five-day visit to 
Japan. Phoun was accompanied by Deputy Foreign 
Minister Souban Salitthilat and four Lao officials. 


Phoun, also Lao foreign minister, said the Lao law will 
include conventional features of similar laws of other 
developing countries. 


He said Japanese leaders, whom he met during his visit, 
expressed hopes of seeing Laos and Thailand settle their 
current border dispute through political negotiations. 


While in Japan, Phoun met with Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter Noboru Takeshita and many other senior Japanese 
officials. 


Japan has agreed to give Laos a grant of 374 million yen 
(about 76 million baht) for improvement of river port 
facilities in Vientiane. The two countries will exchange 
students. Japanese experts wiil be sent to advise the Lao 
government on economic affairs. 


The modernization of the Lao economic system involves 
promoting private businesses and increasing economic 
efficiency through cooperation with foreign investors, 
Phoun said. 


He said there is already investment from Sweden, Aus- 
tralia and Thailand in forestry, livestock, and apparel 
respectively. 


Thailand has also shown a great deal of interest in 
increasing its investment in Laos. Siam Castor Oil Indus- 
try Co is assisting Laos in starting a 100,000-rai castor 
bean plantation. The plantation will be able to produce 
10,000 tons of castor oil annually. 


Friendship Agro Industry and Trading Co has also 
approached Laos to set up joint ventures in poultry 
production and other businesses, including the opening 
of a casino in the landlocked country. 


‘“‘When Lao-Thai relations improve, economic coopera- 
tion and trade between the two countries will increase 
too,”’ Phoun said. 


He said Laos is interested in developing a tourist indus- 
try but it still lacks facilities, infrastructure and know- 
how. He said Laos is looking for a foreign partner in 
building a large modern hotel to accommodate tourists. 


Se 
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Phoun said Laos is ready to consider all forms of foreign 
investment, be it government-to-government joint ven- 
ture, state enterprise-to-state enterprise, or wholly pri- 
vate investment. 


Sisomphon Lovansai Chairs Election Seminar 
BK021058 Vientiane KPL in English 
0905 GMT 2 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 2 (KPL)}—A seminar dealing 
with generai election affairs has opened here on April | 
under the chairmanship of Sisomphon Lovansai, Polit- 
buro member of the LPRP CC [Central Committee], and 
acting-president of the People’s Supreme Assembly. 


The 9-day course has more than 70 participants coming 
from various state institutions in Vientiane. 


Addressing the opening ceremony, Sisomphon Lovansai 
said that the seminar is aimed at guaranteeing the 
materialization of the resolution of the 4th party con- 
gress and that of the Sth plenum of the party Central 
Committee (4th congress) in which care is taken to widen 
the people’s socialist democracy and freedom—the pre- 
requisites for successful socialist building. Sisomphon 
Lovansai said, in this connection, the need to consoli- 
date the organisational structures at all levels and to 
foster the conscience of self-mastery among the people 
which means making them realise their duties and obli- 
gations to the nation. [sentence as received] 


The seminar will deal specifically with resolutions of the 
Secretariat of the party Central Committee concerning 
the general elections and to prepare the preparation to 
dispatch cadres to localities for the purpose. 


International Aid Received for Drought Relief 
BK051040 Vientiane KPL in English 
0912 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 5(OANA-KPL)}—The Commit- 
tee for Receiving International Aid To Fight Drought, so 
far has received more than 16,187 tons of rice, U.S. 
dollars 45,000 and francs 500,000, the committee 
reports. 


The committee received 657.5 tons of rice and 190 tons 
of chemical fertilizer from the Mennonite organization, 
3,000 tons of rice from the Soviet Union, 380 tons of rice 
from the Quaker organization, 5,600 tons of rice from 
the CIDSE [International Council for Economic and 
Social Development] organization out of which 4,600 
tons were from the EEC. 


In addition, the UNDP [UN Development Program] has 
provided Laos with 1,500 tons of rice, Malaysia and 
Indonesia respectively gave Laos U.S. dollars 20,000, 
and 25,000. 
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The authority of the committee further disclosed that the 
French Office for Cultural and Technical Cooperation 
has helped Laos with francs 500,000, and the Organiza- 
tion for Children Fund donated 50 tons of rice. 


The source further reported that more aid is anticipated. 
The World Food Programme will additionally give Lao 
15,160 tons of rice, while FAO will provide 200 tons of 
chemical fertilizer and U.S. dollars 100,000. The Swed- 
ish Government will provide Laos with 9,000,000 kro- 
nor worth of rice, the UNHCR [UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees] will send Laos 1,000 tons of rice, while 
CIDSE organization will give 180 tons of rice, 3 tons of 
insecticide and U.S. dollars 3,950 worth of farms tools. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Receives Thai Buddhist Monks 
BK060319 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] This morning, Phoumi Vongvichit, vice chairman 
of the Council of Ministers, acting president of the 
Republic, and chairman of the Central Committee of the 
Lao Front for National Construction, received a delega- 
tion of Thai Buddhist monks led by the Rev Phra 
Ratchapricha Yanmuni, deputy head of the Nong Khai 
regional branch of the Maha Chulalongkon Buddhist 
Academy and the primate of the Nong Khai Region of 
Thailand. On this occasion, Acting President Phoumi 
Vongvichit expressed a pleasure over the visit of the 
Thai Buddhist monks’ delegation. He said: This visit will 
contribute to further strengthening the fraternal solidar- 
ity and affiliation between the Buddhist believers and 
Buddhist monks of Laos and Thailand in order to 
achieve durable peace in this region. 


The acting president also informed the Thai Buddhist 
monks of the roles of the Lao Buddhist monks in 
contributing to the defense and building of the country 
through various services, such as serving as teachers 
helping the people stamp out illiteracy, as traditional 
herbal medicine doctors curing sick people, and serving 
in other fields. 


On this occasion, the Thai Buddhist monks’ delegation 
expressed a satisfaction over its visit to Laos, during 
which it visited many places, such as old monasteries in 
Luang Prabang Province and the Nam Ngum Dam. The 
delegation also expressed thanks to the Lao Buddhists 
and monks for their warm welcome given to the delega- 
tion during its stay in Laos. 


45 Thai Traders ‘Reportedly’ Cross Mekong 
BK060133 Bangkok BANGKOK POST 
in English 6 Apr 88 p 1 


[Text] Nong Khai—A group of Thai merchants was arrested 
and jailed by Laotian soldiers after reportedly crossing the 
Mekong River to sell goods in Laos yesterday. 
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Two merchants—Khamphun Baothong, 47, and his son 
Tum, 20—who managed to escape arrest on a long-tailed 
boat told police that a total of 45 male and female 
traders, including themselves, had taken a large quantity 
of goods on 20 boats from Ban Kong Nang of Tha Bo 
District to Ban Suan Mon of Muang Sisattanak of 
Vientiane early yesterday morning. 


The goods, worth about 150,000 baht, included 192 
electric fans, rice cookers, soap powder, lubricants and 
medicine, they said. 


While selling the goods to Laotian customers, about ten 
members of the Lao village militia rounded them up and 
sent them to detention in the Muang Sisattanak prison. 


Meanwhile, about 200 Thai merchants who went to an 
island close to Ban Kong Nang in Tha Bo district for 
trading yesterday were told to move back. 


Thailand and Laos recently agreed to close down mar- 
kets on the islands in the middle of the Mekong because 
they were opened without the approval of authorities in 
both countries. 


Governor Santi Manikan said he would go to Vientiane 
today or tomorrow for talks to settle bilateral trading 
arrangements. 


U.S.-Thai Arms Stores Disadvantages Viewed 
BK041420 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 4 Apr 88 


[Commentary: “The Building of U.S. Arms Stockpiles in 
Thailand Betrays Peace and Arms Reduction Move- 
ments’”’—Vientiane KPL in English at 0903 GMT 4 
April carried an abridged version of this commentary 
and attributed it to the 4 April edition of PASASON] 


[Text] Voice of America on 2 April reported that on | 
April, U.S. and Thai officials signed an agreement in 
Bangkok on the construction of a joint arms stockpile in 
Thailand by the end of this year. The agreement covers 
the regulations, plans, and method for maintaining secu- 
rity. Two joint U.S.-Thai arms stockpiles, one for U.S. 
use and the other for the Thai side, will be constructed. 
This news did not catch anyone by surprise because 
Washington and Bangkok held talks on this issue 2 years 
ago. During his visit to Bangkok in April 1986, Caspar 
Weinberger, the then U.S. defense secretary, held con- 
sultations with high-level officials of the Thai Govern- 
ment and came to basic agreement on this issue. 


However, the general public wonders what purpose the 
arms stockpile will serve. The answer is that the U.S.- 
Thai war reserve stockpile is meant for the suppression 
of the movements for peace, national independence, and 
democracy of the peoples in this region. It is also aimed 
at reviving the U.S. military bases in new forms. During 
his visit to Bali in Indonesia in May 1986, U.S. President 
Reagan said: Southeast Asia is still important to the 
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United States because this region is an important aspect 
of the U.S. general strategy for Asia and the Pacific. With 
its desire to dominate Southeast Asia forever, the United 
States thus launched joint military plans with some 
ASEAN countries in various forms and at different levels 
such as through joint military exercises, coordination, 
meetings of military personnel, increasing military assis- 
tance for those countries, especially Thailand. It is 
obvious that the U.S. arms stockpiles in Thailand is 
aimed at serving the U.S. military strategy in Southeast 
Asia as a Japanese paper, SUNDAY SHIMBUN [as 
heard], recently said that the construction of the U.S. 
arms stockpiles in Thailand indicated that Washington 
has a long-term strategic plan to turn the latter into a 
springboard for the execution of its military policy in 
this region. 


Progressive public opinion in Thailand is well aware of 
the objectives of the arms stockpiles and believes that they 
serve no Thai interests. On the contrary, it is like drilling 
a hole in one’s own boat or dragging a tiger into one’s own 
house. It can be recalled that during the war of aggression 
in Indochina, the United States used ammunition and 
weapons as well as military forces from Thailand to 
massacre the Lao, Vietnamese, and Cambodian peoples. 
At the same time, the Thai people themselves suffered 
damage from the presence of U.S. military bases and arms 
stockpiles on Thai soil. In this connection, BANGKOK 
POST in a recent issue noted that the stockpiles would 
only support the U.S. Rapid Deployment Force and create 
more tension in this region. 


From an economic point of view, Thailand will get 
nothing from the stockpiles. The majority of Thai intel- 
lectuals believe that the purchase of weapons and con- 
struction of the stockpile at a time when Thailand is 
facing an economic crisis will invite more crisis in other 
areas. Prof (Kreokkiat Phiphanseritham), lecturer of the 
economics school of Thammasat University, said, dur- 
ing a seminar entitled ““The Army and Coup d’Etat” on 
14 June 1987, that the increase in military spending 
forced the government to seek more loans and added 
more burden to the government’s already-high debt 
payment thus affecting the stability of the economy, 
education, public health, and other areas. The govern- 
ment must reassess its national defense spending policy 
based on the country’s economic potentials. The con- 
struction of the U.S. stockpiles has caused worries and 
concern not only among the Thai people but 2!so inter- 
national public opinion. For instance, the British BBC 
Radio commented on this issue early this year saying 
that the Thai ruling circles’ decision to allow the United 
States to set up arms stockpiles in Thailand would bring 
more disadvantages than advantages for Thailand and 
runs counter to the trend toward regional peace. In short, 
the reactions from the Thai and world public opinions 
say that the decision to construct arms stockpiles in 
Thailand is the act of double-crossing the Thai people’s 
desire and aspiration for peace and betraying the inter- 
national call for the peaceful settlement of problems and 
against the use of force and violence. 


EE — —_— — 
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Thai Elements ‘Deception’ Campaign Reported 
BK061037 Vientiane KPL in English 
0919 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[““Who Is Driving a Wedge in Thailand’s Unity?” —KPL 
headline] 


[Text] Vientiane, April 4 (OQANA-KPL)}—‘While both 
sides are preparing for the third round of Lao-Thai talks 
as declared in Vientiane on March 18 by the spokesman 
of either side, a number of bad elements in Thailand, in 
an attempt to create misunderstanding between Laos 
and Thailand and to delay the peaceful settlement of the 
border dispute, have launched a campaign of deception 
and slander to the detriment of the Lao side,” says 
PASASON commentary today. 


In addition to their groundless accusations of putting all 
the blame on Laos, the paper further says: What is worse, 
these individuals point their fingers at Laos, charging the 
latter for trying to drive a wedge in Thailand’s unity. 
Such allegation was made by a high level official of the 
Thai Foreign Ministry and was published on March 22, 
1988 by “SIAM RAT” paper. This person was quoted to 
have said: Laos has definite intention to create conflict 
between the Army and Foreign Ministry which is the Lao 
tactic to create social turmoil in Thailand. 


To such accusation, the paper raises the question as to 
who is actually the culprit in driving the wedge in the 
unity of Thailand and for what purpose? 


The truth speaks for itself, PASASON says, adding that 
as all the people with common sense, be it in Laos or 
Thailand, will remember that as the sides were trying to 
put a stop to the cureless bloodbath at the Lao Boten and 
Thai Chat Trakan Districts, the bad elements in Thai- 
land resorted to all tricks of the trade to hamper the 
peaceful procedure. However, following the exchange of 
letters of the heads of the governments which resulted in 
the Lao-Thai military delegations’ talks, these individu- 
als were quick to exploit the situation claiming that they 
supported the talks which they previously rejected. 
When the Thai Foreign Ministry’s way of handling the 
situation was criticized by the Thai public, to save itself 
from being isolated, the Foreign Ministry then 
responded by saying that it was behind the military talks. 


However, since the end of last month, these bad elements 
in Thailand have adopted a new strategy by launching a 
campaign to dismiss the good deeds of the Thai Army for 
its nation and people. They have tried to speak ill of the 
exploits of historic character, which were reached by the 
armies of both nations their pledges made on February 
17 which opened up to the political negotiations. [sen- 
tence as received] 


So, the paper says, once the reality is studied, one can see 
clearly who is the culprit in splitting internal unity in 
Thailand. 
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The latest trick adopted by Thailand, the paper says, is 
dangerous in the sense that it is an attempt on the part of 
these bad elements to prohibit the activities of individ- 
uals in Thailand who favour peaceful settlement of the 
border. 


These attempts which do not serve the interests of the 
public at large, concludes the paper, in the long run shall 
be defeated as their previous designs. 


Friendship Group Supports SRV on Spratlys 
BK021050 Vientiane KPL in English 
0901 GMT 2 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 2, (KPL)}—The Laos-Vietnam 
Friendship Association recently issued a statement in 
support of the Vietnamese stance and demanding China 
to put an end to all acts of provocation at the Vietnamese 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. 


Having recalled and condemned undesirable incidents 
happening at the Truong Sa Archipelago since January 
this year, particularly the mounting tension due to three 
Chinese warships firing at two Vietnamese freighters on 
March 14, the statement emphasized: 


“Such Chinese inhumane act of violation of the Vietnamese 
territory posed serious threat to security of the SRV and 
jeopardised peace and stability in Southeast Asia. 


“The Laos-Vietnam Friendship Association, the Lao 
people of all ethnicities who level support the statement 
issued on March 14 by the Foreign Ministry of the SRV 
and letters sent to Chinese Foreign Ministry as well as 
measures taken by Vietnamese people in defending the 
country’s sovereignty. [sentence as received] 


“The Lao people demand China to put an immediate end to 
all acts of inhumane provocation. China must withdraw all 
its warships out of the Truong Sa Archipelago and come to 
the negotiation table in order to settle the problem by means 
of peace,” the statement concluded. 


Greetings Sent to Hungarian Counterparts 
BK041159 Vientiane KPL in English 
0912 GMT 4 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 4 (KPL)}—Kaysone Phomvihan, 
general secretary of the LPRP CC [Central Committee], 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, and Phoumi 
Vongvichit, acting-president of the Lao PDR, on April 3 
jointly sent a telegramme of greetings to their Hungarian 
counterparts Janos Kadar, Nemeth Karoly, and Karoly 
Grosz. 


The telegramme Says: 


The Lao people follow closely the great victory and 
achievements scored by the fraternal Hungarian people 
under the clearsighted leadership of the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party [SWP]. These victories were 
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responsible for the raising of Hungarian people’s living 
standard, demonstrated the excellent characteristics of 
socialist system practiced in the Hungarian People’s 
Republic [HPR]. 


With its just foreign policy, the HPR has actively con- 
tributed to the strengthening of the unity of the socialist 
community and for putting an end to nuclear arms race, 
for the benefits of detente in Europe for peace and 
international security. 


Having conveyed their best wishes to the Hungarian 
leaders and people in materializing the resolution of the 
13th Congress of the SWP and other resolutions adopted 
by its plenum in July 1987 in social restructuring, 
particularly in economic and socialist construction, the 
telegramme goes on to say: We wish for a further 
development of fraternal friendship, militant solidarity 
and close cooperation between the parties, governments 
and peoples of the two countries. 


Sisomphon Lovansai, acting-president of the People’s 
Supreme Assembly, and Phoun Sipaseut, vice-chairman 
of the Council of Ministers and minister for foreign 
affairs, on this occasion, also sent telegrammes of greet- 
ings to their Hungarian counterparts Istvan Sarlos and 
Peter Varkonyi. 


Briefs 


Goods Exchange With Vietnam 


Vientiane, April 3 (KPL)}—The volume of goods 
exchange between the import-export companies of Laos 
and Vietnam so far this year has increased 2.8 million 
rubles compared to the same period of 19.7. Last year’s 
exports to Vietnam included gypsum, coffee, tobacco, 
forestry produce and timber products. [Text] [BK030946 
Vientiane KPL English 0909 GMT 3 Apr 88] 


Delegation Visits PRK 


Vientiane, April 4 (KPL/OANA)}—A delegation of the 
Office of the Council of Ministers of Laos led by its 
deputy director, Somsavat Lengsavat, returned here Fri- 
day after a fortnight visit to Kampuchea. While there, it 
was received on separate occasions by Kong Sam-ol, vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, and Ung Phan, 
cabinet minister and director of the Office of the Council 
of Ministers. It had a meeting with its Kampuchean 
counterpart during which the two sides exchanged expe- 
rience in their work and discussed measures to develop 
their bilateral cooperation. [Excerpt] [BK041048 Vien- 
tiane KPL in English 0900 GMT 4 Apr 88} 
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Philippines 


Honasan Warns of Renewed Attacks on Aquino 
OW060331 Tokyo KYODO in English 0320 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 6 KYODO—Escaped coup leader 
Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan, calling on his followers to “act 
and act boldly,” warned wednesday that his rebel group will 
resume attack against the Philippine Government. 


He said in a statement issued to news agencies that the 
military rebels have been “true to their word” not to 
launch “hostile acts” against the “present order” under 
President Corazon Aquino since September last year. 


“We are now withdrawing that declaration,” the former 
Army colonel said. 


“It has become obvious by its (government) actions that 
the Aquino administration is incapable of ensuring the 
very survival of this nation over the next few years.” 


Honasan’s statement was the first issued since his escape 
from custody last Saturday. The government prevented a 
private radio station from airing on the same day a taped 
interview with the renegade officer claiming it would 
harm national security. 


On Tuesday, defense and military officials told a lower 
house committee that while the 39-year-old Honasan 
was not capable of launching an “immediate attack” 
similar to the failed August 28 coup attempt, he could do 
so in the “foreseeable future.” 


“The Aquino government has convicted me without trial 
and has called me names,” he said. “It has insisted on 
focusing personalities rather than issues. It has failed to 
identify the real enemies of the people.” 


He charged that the military rebels jailed in the wake of 
the bloody coup attempt were “still detained without 
charges and without trial”’ unlike captured communist 
leaders who have been afforded rights to due process and 
speedy trial. 


“Apparently, this administration has no intention of 
effecting genuine reconciliation in our fragmented soci- 
ety,” Honasan said, “because of its inordinate fear of 
losing power to people” advocating “good government.” 


Aquino Dismisses Threats 
HK060815 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] The hottest news today is a statement issued by 
former Colonel Gregorio Honasan where he tireatened 
to actively worked for the overthrow of the Aquino 
government. Honasan’s statement was sent to foreign 
news agencies based in Manila. The rebel soldier reiter- 
ated his accusation that the present administration was 
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leading the country toward deterioration and disintegra- 
tion, and it was for this reason that he and his men were 
taking actions against the government. 


The statement was dated 3 April, a day after his escape. 
but was sent to the news agencies only today. 


Meanwhile, Presiden: Corazon Aquino announced that 
she was not concerned with this threat against her 
government. In an interview at Malacanang this morn- 
ing, the president said Honasan no longer has the sup- 
port of the Filipino nation because the present situation 
is now different. 


Also, Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno questioned the 
credibility of Honasan, saying that surveys showed Hon- 
asan to be without any support at all. 


We have a re~ ort from Gabby Salcedo: 


[Begin recording] [Salcedo] President Corazon Aquino 
announced that the Filipino people themselves will stop 
former Colonel Gregorio Honasan from any attempts to 
overthrow the government. The president made the 
statement following news from foreign news agencies 
quoting a statement from Honasan. Although he did not 
announce outright the launching of yet another coup, 
Honasan stated that he was taking back a unilateral 
declaration made last November about not engaging in 
hostile acts against the government. 


However, President Aquino disregarded this statement. 


[Aquino in English] I think it is a different situation now 
from August 28. Perhaps then they had some legitimate 
complaints. But I think you would have to admit that the 
government has adequately answered already their legit- 
imate grievances. I think the Filipino people definitely 
will go against Honasan and he will not be able to get any 
support from them. 


[Salcedo] That was the announcement of President 
Aquino and seconded by Defense Secretary Ramos and 
National Security Adviser Emanuel Soriano. According 
to Secretary Ramos, the primary issue against Honasan 
was credibility. 


{Ramos in English] We must measure the credibility of 
Honasan in terms of his past performance. Take note of 
his eating his words. I think the most immediate or the 
most convincing argument with regards his credibility is 
conducting of the August 28 coup attempt which resulted 
in the killing of at least 53 Filipinos and the wounding of 
more than 300. 


[Salcedo] That was Defense Secretary Fidel Ravos. 
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Meanwhile, National Security Adviser Emanuel Soriano 
denied that a shoot-to-kill order has been issued against 
Honasan, but he did not rule out the possibility of 
violence should Honasan be found by the authorities. 
[Soriano recording indistinct] 


In related developments, Press Secretary Teodoro 
Benigno denied saying that the country was in a state of 
emergency. He noted that what is prevailing in the 
country was an emergency situation. Benigno also men- 
tioned that a recent survey showed former Colonel 
Honasan’s popularity to be at a low ebb. 


[Benigno] According to a survey by a number of very 
respectable poll organizations, they gave the president a 
rating of anywhere from 65 to 72 percent, and they gave 
Honasan a rating of anywhere from 7 to 11 percent. How 
can he say he can lead a popular struggle, when he does 
not have a popular support? [passage indistinct] [end 
recording] 


Another Coup Attempt Said Possible 
HK060717 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 6 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The defense-military establishment told the 
House of Representatives yesterday that renegade sol- 
dier Gregorio Honasan is still capable of launching 
another attack similar to that of the failed August 28 
coup, but not in the “foreseeable future.” 


Appearing before a joint meeting of the House commit- 
tees on national defense and public order and security, 
the military representatives also discarded the angles of 
bribery and involvement of the U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency in the escape of the fugitive soldier. 


This developed as the Senate’s own defense committee 
conducted an ocular inspection of BRP Andres Bonifa- 
cio, the prison ship from which Honasan escaped last 
Black Saturday. 


Rep. Renato Unico, vice chairman of the House com- 
mittee on national defense, said in a press briefing after 
the four-hour executive session, that the possibility of 
Honasan’s comeback was brought up during the closed- 
door hearing by Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos and 
AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] chief of staff 
Gen. Renato de Villa. 


Ramos and De Villa reiterated their earlier statement, 
however, that Honasan is incapable of launching an 
“immediate” attack, similar to that of the failed August 
28 coup attempt, for lack of equipment and manpower. 


Quoting Ramos and De Villa, Unico said Honasan is 
capable of launching another attack “so long as he is 
given enough time to muster his forces and regain all 
equipment he needs for a comeback.” 


FBIS-EAS-88-066 
6 April 1988 


“After regrouping his forces and gaining enough 
logistice, he may come back. As of now, he can’t do that, 
he is incapable. For me, a foreseeable future, however, 
can be many years from now,” Unico said. 


During the same hearing, the military ruled out the 
angles of bribery and CIA involvement for lack of 
evidence. 


Rep. Rodrigo Gutang of North Cotabato, head of the 
House committee on public order and security, said the 
bribery angle was dismissed by De Villa who theorized 
that Honasan’s “familiarity with his guards” was the key 
fact in his escape. 


“The guards became lax in handling Honasan after 
becoming familiar with him during his detention in BRP 
Andres Bonifacio for quite a long time,” Gutang said. 


Honasan was transferred from the BRP Iloilo to BRP 
Bonifacio last December 17, Gutang said. 


Reports had it earlier that Honasan was able to escape 
after bribing the guards belonging to the elite Special 
Naval Warfare Group. Honasan readily denied the accu- 
sations, saying the guards helped him because of their 
own conviction that reforms were still needed in the 
military. 


Another theory discarded by the military in the escape of 
Honasan was the involvement of the CIA which report- 
edly provided the helicopter for his escape. 


Unico said the report of the presence of the helicopter at 
its landing area at the Cultural Center Complex during 
Honasan’s escape was verified after it was included in 
the report of Como. Carlito Cunanan of the Philippine 
Navy Board. 


Unico said that Ramos also categorically denied any 
statement indicating U.S. intervention in Honasan’s 
escape. “Secretary Ramos said he was misquoted,” 
Unico said. 


The House committees were assured by the military of a 
more intensive report about the Honasan escape which 
will come out Monday next week. 


The report will be submitted by Brig. Gen. Hermogenes 
Peralta, AFP Inspector General, who heads the General 
Headquarters investigating be ‘y tasked to conduct a 
thorough probe on the incident. 


The Peralta commission will use Cunanan’s report as a 
basis for its intensive probe that will include all possible 
angles, like the involvement of businessmen, politicians 
and local government officials in Honasan’s escape. 


Unico said the number of military personnel who will 
face court martial will depend on the outcome of the 
Peralta probe. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Military Spokesman Interviewed 
HK060949 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] Our colleague Bong Orlina was able to interview 
Armed Forces spokesman Colonel Oscar Florendo on 
the Honasan issue: 


[Begin recording] [Orlina] Colonel, a statement Honasan 
sent through the foreign news agencies was published 
today. The article stated that the escaped military rebel 
Gregorio Honasan threatened Wednesday to mount 
attacks against President Corazon Aquino’s government. 
Any comment on it, sir? 


[Florendo] What I can say about it Bong, is that I don’t 
know where that news came from; whether it really came 
from Honasan or if somebody was trying to put destabi- 
lizing pressure on the government. I also know that 
Honasan had said before that he and his group would not 
destabilize the country. 


You know Bong, we discovered a plot, and it is not only 
a plot, it has been carried out before by the CPP 
{Communist Party of the Philippines]-NPA to take 
advantage of situations such as the Honasan one to 
divide and destabilize our government. So, | view the 
report as inaccurate because of my knowledge of CPP- 
NPA tactics. However, if the reports were true I think 
that Honasan should think carefully because he has 
declared that his intention was for our Philippines to 
progress and the government to improve. What he is 
doing seems to be to destroy this house and to build 
another house. What we would be doing would be to 
start anew, and nothing will happen if that is all we do. 
That's all I can say, Bong. 


{Orlina] An article was published in this morning's 
newspaper that the United States is not going to fly 
Honasan out of the country to join Turingan in a US. 
island base. Did you receive any information regarding 
this issue? 


[Florendo] None. We do not know anything about that, 
Bong. I do not think it right. I do not think Gringo will run 
away. That news item is implying that Gringo would run 
away. If Gringo did that his comrades would feel bad. 


[Orlina] Colonel, can you give us a follow-up on the 
details on the Honasan manhunt by the Armed Forces? 


[Florendo] Right now Bong, I cannot give you new details 
except that the Armed Forces continues to track down 
Honasan. This is a waste because the efforts could have been 
used in fighting the communists, but as this has to be done 
by the Armed Forces, then we have to do it. We have to use 
our resources and use government funds, employing our 
personnel and equipment to locate them. 
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{Orlina] It was also published in the DAILY GLOBE 
that the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] says 
Honasan can launch a new coup? 


[Florendo] My reaction to that Bong, is that any person 
can launch any attempt, but the success of the attempts 
should be really studied. People are able to think and 
create plans. We cannot stop anybody from doing any- 
thing. We cannot also stop anyone from planning a 
course of action. But the carrying out of a plan is another 
story, especially on whether it would be successful or not. 
Anyway, I think the people are tired of this issue and the 
Armed Forces are giving more importance now to their 
source of livelihood. So my estimate is that Honasan and 
his group cannot easily launch any attack. They cannot 
take away the support of the people for the government. 


{Orlina] Sir, you might have something more to tell the 
people about this issue. 


{Florendo] I want to thank those who are helping us in 
locating Honasan, and although we haven't seen Hona- 
san as claimed by some informers, | still appeal to 
everyone to cooperate with us and we will never tire of 
checking information supplied to us. We should not 
believe in everything we hear. We are all talented and let 
us be selective of what to believe. This is all I can say, 
Bong, and thank you for giving me the opportunity to be 
with you. [end recording] 


Honasan Escape Plan Known 
HK051235 Hong Kong AFP in English 1216 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 5 (AFP}—The Philippine military 
knew about coup leader Gregorio Honasan’s plan to 
escape but was too lax in guarding him, legislators said 
Tuesday after visiting his prison ship here. 


There was still no trace of the dismissed Army colonel 
who led a bloody coup attempt that almost toppled 
President Corazon Aquino in August, despite road 
checkpoints here and raids on suspected hideouts out- 
side Manila. 


Manila’s DAILY GLOBE newspaper said Mr. Honasan 
denied bribing his 14 guards who fled with him, in an 
interview with a Manila radio station Saturday. 


The radio station, DZXL, said it taped an interview with 
Mr. Honasan soon after he escaped Saturday but could 
not air it or disclose its contents due to a threat of closure 
from Justice Secretary Sedfrey Ordonez. 


Vice President Salvador Laurel and pro-government 
legislators joined the opposition in criticizing tht closure 
threat, saying it violated press freedom. 


Station managers said they decided not to play the 
recording or show a transcript to news agencies for fear 
of sanctions. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Ernesto Maceda, chairman of the Senate defense com- 
mittee, told reporters after he led the inspection of the 
prison ship that the escape “was no spur of the moment 
thing, it was well-planned.” 


He said he was told by the Navy that they had received 
intelligence reports of the planned escape one day before 
Mr. Honasan fled. 


“There is a little laxity in the guarding,” Congressman 
Rodolfo Gutang, a retired general, told reporters after 
visiting the World War II landing vessel converted into a 
prison for rebel troops who joined the August coup 
attempt. 


House deputy speaker Antonio Cuenco said “our prelim- 
inary findings indicate that it is very easy to escape from 
the ship.” The military meanwhile said three of four 
other detained military rebels found missing after Mr. 
Honasan escaped Saturday had been accounted for, and 
turned out to have merely overstayed their prison fur- 


loughs. 


Mr. Honasan, 40, had been held in the vessel since he 
was arrested in December and escaped before he was to 
be court-martialed for murder and mutiny. The August 
coup attempt left 53 people dead and 300 wounded in 
Manila. 


Brigadier General Rodolfo Bwazon, Marine comman- 
dant and chief of Manila defense forces, told reporters 
that troops raided a beach house in Poro Point, a 
northwestern coastal area, late Monday but found no 
sign of Mr. Honasan. 


Troops Saturday raided a beach villa south of here 
owned by Mr. Honasan’s former boss, right-wing leader 
Juan Ponce Enrile, but did not find him. 


Mr. Enrile angrily denounced Mrs. Aquino in a radio 
interview Tuesday for the raid on his villa and chal- 
lenged her to call a snap presidential election. He said the 
opposition might field Mr. Honasan. 


The government brushed aside Mr. Enrile’s challenge, 
and most observers dismissed the chances of advancing 
presidential polls set for 1992. Mrs. Aquino has repeat- 
edly disavowed plans to seek re-election. 


“That just goes to prove that we have democracy in our 
country. That Enrile can make a recommendation like 
that. You may or may not agree with him but he is free 
to make such a suggestion,” presidential press secretary 
Teodoro Benigno said. 


Mr. Enrile denied any hand in Mr. Honasan’s escape, 
and said theories linking him or the U.S. Central Intel- 
ligence Agency to the incident were foolish and meant to 
cover up the government’s humiliation. 
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He issued the election challenge in response to govern- 
ment claims that Mr. Honasan was no longer popular 
and was incapable of mounting another coup. 


Mr. Honasan had a strong following not only among 
ordinary troops and junior officers but even among the 
country’s generals, Mr. Enrile said. 


Foreigners Aid Ruled Out 
HK060809 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] Senator Ernesto Maceda has today said there is 
not sufficient evidence to prove that a foreign group 
aided the escape of former Colonel Gregorio Gringo 
Honasan. 


In a radio interview, Maceda, chairman of the Senate 
defense committee, said that the escape was carried out 
in a simple way and it needed no foreign assisstance. 


[Begin Maceda recording] I guess we have to give a little 
credit to the Filipinos because the escape plan was so 
simple and outside help would not have been needed 
because the basics of his escape plan was to win the 
confidence of his guards. [end recording] 


That was Senator Ernesto Maceda. 


Navy Seals ‘Backdoor’ To Bar Honasan Escape 
BK060737 Manila PNA in English 0456 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 6 (PNA/OANA)—Philippine Navy 
units stationed in the southern Philippines have sealed 
off the southern backdoor to prevent escaped coup 
leader Gregorio Gringo Honasan from slipping out to 
Malaysia. 


Navy authorities in Zamboanga City 860 kms south of 
Manila said they are under instructions from Manila 
headquarters to arrest Honasan if he is sighted but to use 
appropriate force. 


Navy Capt. Eduardo Domingo, deputy commander of 
the Mindanao-based Naval District, said all units are on 
the lookout for any attempi by Honasan to escape to 
Malaysia. 


. Honasan’s escape has triggered a coup scare in the 
country but officials doubted his capability to stage 
another coup similar to the Aug. 28, 1987 attempt. 


Military spokesman Col. Oscar Florendo has said that 
concerned citizens have been calling up military and police 
units to report troop movements. So far, all the movements 
were those of friendly forces, Florendo added. 


Sen. Herherson Alvarez belittled any capability of Hon- 
asan to mount another coup, saying he doubted Hona- 
san’s influence in the military. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


However, he said Honasan’s escape gave the impression 
that he would seize the Malacanang seat of government 
and that it has a negative effect on any prospective 
inflow of foreign investments. 


Honasan led the bloody Aug. 28 coup that saw 53 people 
dead and hundreds wounded, including the only son of 
President Corazon C. aquino. He was arrested on Dec. 9 
but escaped from his prison ship last Saturday along with 
14 of his guards aboard two rubber boats, landed at a 
reclamation area and fled aboard waiting vehicles. 


Government warned media against airing interviews 
with Honasan. 


Commissioner Jose Luis Alcuaz of the National Tele- 
communications Commission (NTC) said Honasan is 
facing charges of taking up arms against the government 
and inciting people to rebellion and any interview with 
him would endanger the security of the state. 


Justice Secretary Sedfrey Ordonez said: Media are 
reminded of their responsibility to refrain from publiciz- 
ing Or airing any information extolling or facilitating the 
activities of known enemies of the state because such 
acts will be violative of their franchises. 


Press Secretary Teodoro Benigno said the country would 
continue to move forward despite Honasan’s escape. 


Key generals, he said, have assureri that Honasan has no 
capability to stage another coup. He is a rebel without a 
cause already and he does not have the following in the 
military which he used to have, he added. 


Vice President Salvador H. Laurel, in a press statement, 
called on both government and the general public to be 
calm and sober over the Honasan escape and not indulge 
in wild speculations and unjust accusations. 


No trace of Honasan had been found as of Wednesday 
morning and many tips on his whereabouts had been 
found inaccurate, military officials said. 


Checkpoints remained in several areas around the 
National Capital Region (NCR) in what Colonel Flo- 
rendo said was to isolate Honasan and prevent his forces 
from consolidating and keeping other underground 
rightist elements from linking with him. 


Florendo, however, said that the military leadership 
believes that Honasan was incapable of immediately 
mobilizing a sizeable group of anti-government forces. 


Defense Secretary Fidel V. Ramos, the former Armed 
Forces chief who led forces loyal to President Aquino in 
crushing Honasan’s coup last Aug. 28, said his escape 
could embolden rebel soldiers who have remained dor- 
mant since his capture. 
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NCR Defense Command Chief Brig. Gen. Rodolfo Bia- 
zon ruled out large-scale hostilities by rebel soldiers but 
conceded that Honasan was capable of launching a few 
commando-type attacks to create an atmosphere of fear 
and confusion. 


President Aquino told reporters that she has not given 
the military a deadline for the recapture of Honasan. | 
just told them to get him. 


Military Begins Probe Into Mutineers’ Escape 
BK060721 Manila PNA in English 0647 GMT 
6 Apr 8&8 


[Text] Manila, April 6 (PNA/OANA)}—The military 
began its probe on the escape of four Air Force men 
involved in previous coup attempt although three of the 
escapees had been accounted for as of Wednesday. 


Armed Forces spokesman Col. Oscar Florendo said 
Chief of Staff Gen. Renato de Villa created a separate 
investigation body to proceed with the probe on the 
escape. 


The probe body is the second set up by the military to 
look into the escape of the four mutineers and that of 
dismissed Army Col. Gregorio Gringo Honasan. 


Florendo confirmed the escape of the four from deten- 
tion at the Philippine Air Force (PAF) Headquarters at 
the Villamor Air Base in suburban Pasay City, but said it 
had nothing to do with the Honasan escape. 


Air Force operatives, however, recaptured two of the 
soldiers while a third surrendered to a military officer in 
Palawan west of Manila. 


Air Force spokesman Col. Melchor Rosales identified 
those captured as Capt. Jesus Sampol and Sgt. Dante 
Angulo. Capt. Fernando Logro, the third escapee, sur- 
rendered at the 270th Composite Tactical Wing in 
Palawan’s Puerto Princesa city. 


Still at large was Ist Lt. Belarmino Mumar. 


Mumar and Logro were involved in the failed coup 
attempt by Honasan while Sampol and Angulo were 
linked to the Jan. 27, 1987, mutiny at Sangley Point in 
Cavite, Metro Manila’s next-door neighboring province 
in the South. 


The Air Force men were granted individual passes to go 
home because of pressing family problems but they 
failed to return on the day Honasan escaped from his 
prison ship last April 3. 
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Honasan led some 2,000 soldiers during the Aug. 28 
coup against the Aquino government whom he helped 
install during the civilian-backed military revolt in Feb- 
ruary, 1986. Honasan was the key organizer of the 
mutiny that led to the downfall of the Marcos dictator- 
ship. 


Honasan was captured last Dec. 9 following the Aug. 
failed coup but escaped from his prison ship anchored 
off Manila Bay. He and 14 of his Navy guards boarded 
two rubber boats, landed at a reclamation area on Roxas 
Boulevard and fled aboard waiting cars. 


Brig. Gen. Joven Abadia, commander of the Air Force’s 
205th Helicopter Wing, was named to head the special 
probe body. 


Enrile Calls on Ramos, De Villa To Resiga 
HK051145 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1000 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] Senate Minority Floor leader Juan Ponce Enrile 
warns he would resign from his posi if he were proven 
guilty of involvement in Gringo Honasan’s escape last 
Saturday. Here is Sel Baesa for the details: 


[Begin recording] In a press interview in a Makati hotel, 
Enrile said he is prepared to resign from his post if 
proven guilty of involvement and of knowing the where- 
abouts of Honasan. Honasan was the former bodyguard 
of Enrile when the latter was the Secretary of National 
Defense. Enrile said that the Armed Forces chief Renato 
de Villa and the Defense Secretary Fidel Ramos must 
also resign due to ineffectiveness. 


Meanwhile, he has condemned the raid on his beach house 
in Batangas and he emphatically stressed that he would not 
file charges because the soldiers who carried out the raid 
were only obeying orders. He has also recommended mili- 
tary rule for the country. [end recording] 


Investments Unaffected by Honasan Escape 
HK060925 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] Trade and Industry Secretary Jose Concepcion Jr 
affirmed that Honasan’s escape has had little or no effect 
on the country’s investment atmosphere. According to 
Concepcion businessmen showed little concern over the 
Honasan case. He explained that investments by local 
and foreign businessmen were geared for the long term 
and were not like short-term investments in the spot 
markets which go up and down according to a country’s 
political situation. 


FBIS-EAS-88-066 
6 April 1988 


Daily Criticizes Division Within Military 
HK041032 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 4 Apr 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “Hindsight on Honasan”’] 


[Text] The escape the other day of former Army Lt. Col. 
Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan highlighted three things: the 
divisions in the military which shuffles and reshuffles can- 
not seem to heal, the folly of giving Honasan preferential 
treatment apparently to entice him to eventually join hands 
with government, and Honasan’s bullheadedness. 


Coming as it did a few days after the Armed Forces 
scored its biggest victory in years in the anti-insurgency 
campaign, the escape—and the subsequent humiliation 
it in flicted on the military—becomes eve.: more tragic. 


That Honasan escaped with his 14 guards is proof that 
for all of the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] high 
command’s assurances that all is now well in the mili- 
tary, there remain dep-seated divisions that can only be 
healed by genuine efforts to reform the establishment, 
not just half-hearted revamps that often encourage, 
smother than discourage, enemities. 


Whoever fathered that idea of detaining Honasan in 
style and why this was followed at all—must be investi- 
gated. An unidentified analyst, quoted by REUTER, 
said it all: “The way Honasan has been handled from the 
beginning was so mushy. He was not kept in a high- 
security military prison, lived in style on the prison ship 
at taxpayers’ expense and was even allowed frequent 
visits by his family.” 


Many had expected the arrests of Rafael Baylosis, No. 2 
man in the hierarchy of the Communist Party of the 
Philippines; and Romulo Kintanar, bossman of the New 
People’s Army and godfather of its deadly Sparrows, 
among others, to at least convince Honasan and com- 
pany that the Administration is really committed to 
extirpating the communist menace and entice them to 
join efforts toward this end. After all, was not their 
uprising motivated by, among other things, their percep- 
tion that the government is not serious in its fight against 
the communists? Honansan’s escape, just days after the 
big military victory against insurgency, proved his rebel- 
lion may have been fueled by other things. 


Of course, Honasan’s escape was not totally unexpected. 
After all, it is said the first duty of any prisoner is escape. 
But many had thought Honasan was not just any pris- 
oner. Many looked at him—up to him, even—as differ- 
ent, that his overriding concern is the good of the 
country. But now he has escaped. To launch much 
bloodier attempts to overthrow the government, per- 
haps? Only time can tell. 


Too bad, the many who believed in his idealism were 
wrong. 
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Columnist Criticizes Government on Escape 
HK041550 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 
4 Apr 88 p 4 


[‘“My Cup of Tea” column by Ninez Cacho-Olivares: 
“Wrong Moves”’] 


[Text] Depending on which newspaper you read, ex-Col. 
Gregorio “Gringo” Honasan, aided by 12 of his prison 
guards, slipped off the navy ship (anchored in Manila 
Bay about one-and-a-half miles from the Navy head- 
quarters), jumped into two rubber boats complete with 
outboard motors, and sneaked into the Cavite shoreline. 


Another says that Gringo, with the help of 14 guards, 
escaped from his prison ship docked half a kilometer 
from the Manila Bay seawall, jumped into rubber boats 
which took them to the Cultural Center Complex where 
several cars awaited them. Bay area residents reportedly 
said they heard shooting in the wee hours of Black 
Saturday morning. 


The military spokesman did not comment on the gun- 
shots. He also provided no explanation as to why the 
prison ship was anchored so close to the bay seawall. 
Neither did he explain how Honasan and company could 
have gotten away without being spotted, except to state 
that Honasan may have bribed the guards. 


Strange. The military was apparently prepared. As the 
spokesman admitted, the military had advance informa- 
tion that Honasan would try to escape. However, as he 
explained it, the military expected outsiders to spring 
Honasan out by storming the vessel. Apparently, the 
military did not take into account the possibility of 
“insiders” bailing him out. I find this very strange. Many 
things just don’t seem to “compute.” 


But what appears even more strange is the presidential 
reaction to Gringo’s escape. Mrs Aquino said this was 
“tantamount to an admission of guilt” for his involve- 
ment in the Aug. 28 coup attempt. She said more: 
Honasan was “under tremendous pressure” to explain 
before the AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] anti- 
graft board the supposed disappearance of some P2 
million worth of DND [Department of National 
Defense] equip ment. 


She also said F onasan was scheduled to be transferred to 
Northern Samar, an ‘“‘assignment (Honasan) obviously 
wished to avoid,” adding that “this time he was about to 
be charged by the Judge Advocate General’s Office 
[JAGO]” on for counts, ““among them arson, multiple 
murder and frustrated murder.” Predictably, Mrs 
Aquino asked the public to assist the authorities in every 
way and warned military personnel who might assist 
Honasan. 


It seems to me that the Palace, in informing the general 
public about the Honasan escape, has taken great pains 
to paint Gringo Honasan as a convicted of his guilt), an 


FBIS-EAS-88-066 
6 April 1988 


ingrate (he was treated even “infinitely better” than her 
husband), a thief (the disappearance of P2 million worth 
of equipment) and a coward (he avoided difficult assign- 
ments; he can’t face the AFP anti-graft board; he’s scared 
stiff of a court martial and charges of arson, murder and 
frustrated murder). 


For sometime now, the Palace has exerted great efforts to 
project Honasan as a coward. Palace propaganda goes all 
Out to state, as if it was a fact, that Gringo was caught by 
soldiers hiding under the bed. The Palace also pounded 
on the “cowardice” of Honasan when he reportedly left 
his men to face the music alone. The bigger problem, of 
course, is that many didn’t buy that image. To some 
soldiers, Gringo is the “compleat officer,” a romantic 
swashbuckling figure who serves, first and foremost, the 
interests of the soldiers. As long as soldiers have this 
perception of Gringo, it will be very difficult for them to 
see him as a coward. 


The Palace says this time “‘he was about to be charged by 
the JAGO on four counts. About to be charged? The coup 
attempt occurred in August. Honasan has been in the 
prison ship for months. One wonders why it takes so long 
for the JAGO to formally charge him. And he is sup- 
posed to be under extreme pressure because the JAGO is 
about to charge him on four counts? 


In the last few days, the military scored a victory when it 
captured suspected top leaders of the Communist Party. 
But this government should have realized that the most 
important prisoner it had was Honasan, not the alleged 
communist leaders. In the CPP [Communist Party of the 
Philippines], leaders are replaced as a matter of course. 
The organization does not trouble with the arrest of its 
leaders. 


It is different with the rebel movement. Gringo is seen as 
a strong rallying figure, the personality behind the force. 
Keep him imprisoned and the movement weakens. Once 
Out, even as a fugitive he becomes an even more roman- 
tic figure, a figure bigger than life. 


But if the Aquino government gets saddled with more 
problems of political instability, it only has itself to 
blame. 


Manglapus Agenda for Bases Talks Reported 
HK050829 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 5 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


[By GLOBE Staff Writer Julius Fortuna] 


[Text] The United States and the Philippines begin today 
the last mandatory review of the RP [Republic of the 
philippines]-US Military Bases Agreement [MBA] to 
prepare for its termination in 1991. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The Philippine pznel, headed by Foreign Affairs Secre- 
tary Raul Manglapus, will negotiate in the next three 
months for higher compensation for the continued use 
by the U.S. of Clark Air Base in Pampanga and Subic 
Naval Base in Zambales. 


Manglapus has said the panel will ask for at least 
“billions of dollars” in compensation from 1989 to 1991, 
based on the line that the country does not benefit from 
the bases in terms of defense. The country is currently 
receiving $900 million for the period 1984-1988. 


The Philippine panel will also insist as talking points the 
correction and perfection of the agreement’s provisions on: 


—‘‘Unhampered” use of the bases, 

—ownership of the imorovements thereon, 

—criminal jurisdiction over offenses committed by U.S. 
servicemen, and 

—application of the constitutional ban on nuclear weapons. 


Manglapus said the review is called for every five years by a 
1979 amendment, but the current review at the Philippine 
International Convention Center [PICC] will be held “to 
prepare for its eventual tertpination” in 1991. 


The Military Bases Agreement is set to expire on Sep- 
tember 16, 1991 under an agreement signed in 1966 
between Dean Rusk of the United States and thea 
Foreign Affairs Narciso Ramos of the Philippines. 


The automatic expiration mf the MBA is also provided 
for under Article 23, Section 25 of the 1987 Constitution 
which states that no military foreign bases, troops and 
facilities shall be allowed after 1991 except under a 
treaty. 


Yesterday, the Philippine Panel met at Manglapus’s 
office to iron out last minute kinks in preparation for 
today’s discussion. 


Among those who attended the meeting were Ambassa- 
dor Leonides Caday for the Department of Foreign 
Affairs [DFA], General Feliciano Gacis Jr. for the 
Department of National Defense, Juanita Amatong for 
the Department of Finance, and Teresita de Castro for 
the Department of Justice. 


The U.S. Embassy press office also confirmed the pres- 
ence in Manila of all the panelists from the U.S. side, 
including two officials based in the U.S. The panelists 
are Lt Gen Michael Cairns, deputy commander of 
CINCPAC; Ms Jamison Selby of the State Department’s 
office of the legal Adviser, Col David Brown of CINC- 
PAC; Juhn Yates, the U.S. Embassy political counselor, 
and Eugene Martin, U.S. Embassy politico-military 
officer. 


The American panel will be headed by U.S. Ambassador 
to the Philippines Nicholas Platt. 
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Foreign affairs Secretary Manglapus said that the review 
would seek to correct and perfect the provisionlof the 
Agreement to “speed up our recovery” and “to regain 
some of the dignity that history took away from us.” 


He said that the review will not be a useless exercise as 
some critics have said. he said that if the Philippines 
successfully presses its desires, “all these, even if good 
for only three years, will be worth the effort.” 


Manglapus said the review will not dwell on the question 
of termination or extension of the MBA or on the 
conditions of Philippine workers in the bases. 


Instead, the Philippine panel shall propose to the Amer- 
ican panel the prompt renegotiation of the labor agree- 
ment. 


On the agenda proposed by Manglapus, following are the 
status of each item: 


—On the unhampered operational control of the base 
facilities, the 1979 agreement providing for unhampered 
control and the deployment of long range missiles had 
been amended in 1983 to include the phrase “prior 
consultation with the Philippine government.” 


—On the ownership of improvements within the bases, 
Manglapus wants to clear matters up in line with the 
constitutional mandate for expiration of the treaty in 
1991. But as the treaty now stands, the U.S. has the right 
to remove or dispose of all removable improvements 
paid for with U.S. funds inside these bases. 


—On criminal jurisdiction, former Justice Minisoer Estelito 
Mendoza recalled that countless hours were spent on the 
topic during the 1983 negotiations, but no agreement was 
reached. The Philippines banks on an agreement signed in 
August 10, 1965 in which the U.S. is supposed to have 
agreed to renounce exclusive jurisdiction over ‘on base” 
offenses committed by U.S. servicemen. 


—On the implementation of the anti-nuclear arms pro- 
vision of the Constitution, the 1983 amendment pro- 
vides for the filipino base commander to have access to 
all areas of the bases, with the exception of the “crypto- 
graphic areas and areas where classified equipment or 
information is located.” The U.S. shall notify the Phil- 
ippines of troop deployments and any major change in 
the weapons system in the bases. 


An important part of the agenda, according to DFA 
sources, is the compensation package for the use of the 
bases. 


Foreign Affairs Secretary Raul Manglapus said that the 
United States would get concessions and “rectification” 
for the use of the bases. 


The Philippines, he said, would seek “not just one billion 
dollars, since we’re stuck with that word ‘billion’.”’ 
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Meanwhile, at the University of the Philippines, nation- 
alist groups have organized a “parallel review talks” to 
coincide with the ongoing review at the PICC. 


To be discussed ip the parallel review will be the same 
items covered by the official talks. 


Talks Start ‘Optimistically’ 
HK061221 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
6 Apr 88 pp I, 22 


{By Romeo V. Mapile and Ding Marcelo] 


[Text] The review of the Philippines-U.S. Military Bases 
Agreement (MBA) started yesterday at the Philippine 
International Convention Center (PICC) on a note of 
optimism for a successful conclusion by June or July. 


The first topic on the agenda was the labor and wages issue 
at Clark Air Base, Subic Naval Base, and other U.S. military 
facilities, affecting about 54,000 Filipino workers. 


The Philippine panel, led by Foreign Secretary Raul 
Manglapus, and its U.S. counterpart, headed by U.S. 
Ambassador Nicholas Platt, agreed to refer the issue to a 


study group. 


The Manila panel includes officials of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, Department of National Defense, 
Department of Finance, and Department of Justice. 


The Washington group is composed of State Department 
and Pentagon officials. 


The two panels will sit together at the PICC to review the 
41-year-old agreement which expires in 1991. 


In a brief opening statement, Manglapus cited the demo- 
cratic character of the event, as compared to a previous 
review, and predicted “ultimate understanhing and suc- 


Platt urged ‘“‘burden-sharing” among allies for an “inte- 
grated regional security network which protects and 
stabilizes the area.” 


Platt said that this vital and mutually beneficial under- 
taking requires sacrifice on the part of all parties, as well 
as substantial expense. 


Platt said the U.S. is committed to safeguarding the 
ideals of demucracy and freedom, but it cannot do so 
alone. 


“Shifting external conditions and economic circum- 
stances require that friends and allies share a growing 
portion of the burden and those who can afford it are 
doing much more,” he said. 
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Around East Asia, allied nations are not only building 
needed sovereign forces but also contributing substan- 
tially to the cost of maintaining forward deployed U.S. 
forces and facilities on the soil, Platt said. 


The U.S. spends millions of dollars to keep our forces in 
the Philippines, and this is an enormous expense to the 
U.S. taxpayer, but we bear this burden as osur part of 
preserving freedom,‘ the U.S. ambassador said. 


Platt cited the country’s restoration of democracy, the 
U.S. support for the government of President Aquino, 
and the combined defense arrangements which enable 
the Philippines to concentrate on economic develop- 
ment and internal security, without costly investments in 
external defense. 


He also noted that the government of the Philippines has 
the lowest expenditure on defense among the six Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian nation’s (ASEAN). 


Platt stressed the shifting power balance in the region, 
particularly the increasing Soviet presence which, he 
said, could be transformed into a serious economic and 
military threat overnight. 


Platt also noted the reality of serious budgetary con- 
straints for the U.S., which has borne the main financing 
burden for the defense of free nations. 


“The resulting serious deficits and imbalances must be 
addressed as a matter of top priority and will doubtless 
prove a long and difficult challenge for all of us,” Platt said. 


Platt said: ““The review is also a first and crucial step in 
a process designed to have considerable impact on the 
future of both our countries. I don’t know how our talks 
will end...there are several alternatives; however, a suc- 
cessful review now will lay the groundwork to create a 
positive atmosphere for discussions to come later, on the 
future of our security relations. The fact that the review 
is preliminary and limited in scope does not detract from 
its importance. 


“The immediate task at hand is to assess whether there 
are areas in which procedures are not working in the 
MBA. Past reviews devised arrangements for Filipino 
concerns for the rtcognition of their sovereignty, on one 
hand, and U.S. requirements for unhampered military 
operations, on the other. 


Platt said the start of the review of the MBA is only a few 
days from April 9, the 46th anniversary of the Fall of 
Bataan. 


“The commemoration of that episode in our history will 
bring to mind the sacrifices that so many Filipinos and 
Americans made... fighting side by side in that great 
effort to preserve our freedom,” Platt said. 
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“It will also remind us of the reason that our two 
countries agreed to the mutual defense treaty and to the 
military bases agreement at the conclusion of World War 
II,” he said. 


Ambassador Leonides Caday, assistant secretary of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, appearing in a joint press 
briefing with the U.S. embassy’s deputy spokesman 
Mary Carlin, said that while a consensus appeared 
imminent on tossing the labor issue to another panel, 
“no final agreement has been reached.” 


Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) sources 
had earlier said there are big differences in the salaries, 
wages, and benefits given to Filipino workers in U.S. 
bases and their American counterparts, causing rifts 
between Filipino labor groups at the bases and their U.S. 
employers. 


Some Filipino labor leaders also cited some cases of 
alleged discrimination, causing some work stoppages 
and short strikes. 


Both Caday and Carlin appeared very cautious in 
answering refusing to comment on many matters. They 
repeated the one-page joint press statement issued after 
the three-hour, closed-door sessions at the PICC. 


Asked abou the mood inside the session hall, Caday said 
“it was not confrontational” and both sides were “‘opti- 
mistic for a successful review.” 


The opening ceremonies started promptly at 10 a.m. 
with Manglapus heading the Philippine panel, composed 
of Caday, Assistant Defense Secretary Feliciano Gacis 
Jr. Assistant Finance Secretary Juanita Amatong, and 
supervising state counsel Teresita de Castro of the 
Department of Justice. 


Besides Platt, the other members of the U.S. panel are 
Lt. Gen. Michael Cairns, senior military adviser and 
deputy commander-in-chief of the U.S. Pacific Com- 
mand; Jamison Selby, U.S. State Department legal offic- 
er; Col. David Brown, of the U.S. Pacific Command; and 
John Yates, U.S. embassy political counsellor. 


“The talks will not discuss the most crucial of all 
questions h confronting the bases—whether the US bases 
will be retained after the MBA’s expiration in 1991. The 
matter will be negotiated at some future date before 
1991,” sources said. 


The talks are expected to cover seven areas—the guar- 
antee of unhampered military operations of the U.S. the 
implications of a nuclear-free provision of the Constitu- 
tion, ownership and removal of improvements within 
the bases, the socio-economic problems attendant to the 
operations of the bases, and the duration of their stay. 
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Another issue the talks may try to resolve is whether the 
bases agreement should expire in 1991 as embodied in 
the Constitution or in 1992 as contended by the Amer- 
icans. 


The review will also discuss the compensation package 
for the remaining years of the agreement covering the 
years 1990-1991. 


Manglapus had earlier said that the Philippines will not 
settle for less than $1 billion a year. 


The Americans, however, had said that budgetary and 
trade deficits might make it impossible for them to meet 
the demand. 


Sessions will be conducted five times a week, Monday to 
Friday, from 10 a.m. till noon, and then from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. 


Senate Wants Less Publicity on Bases Stand 
BK051016 Manila PNA in English 0910 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila April 5 (PNA/OANA)—The Philippine 
Senate has cautioned the government panel against pre- 
mature publicity of its stand on the U.S. military instal- 
lations in talks with its American counterpart which 
began here Tuesday. 


Senate President Jovito Salonga said any undue public- 
ity would not be in the best interest of the Philippines 
“because it would jeopardize whatever official options 
we have on the matter.” 


“Should it not be better to have our positions be kept 
secret Or under wraps until the negotiation talks on the 
bases issue get formally underway?” he asked. 


The talks, expected to last for three months, opened at 
the state-run Philippine International Convention Cen- 
ter (PICC) facing the scenic Manila Bay. 


The Philippine panel is headed by Foreign Affairs Sec- 
retary Raul S. Manglapus and the American side by 
Ambassador Nicholas Platt. 


The talks are to focus mainly on the compensation 
package the Philippines gets from the United States 
under their bilateral military bases agreement which 
lapses on September 16, 1991. 


At present, the Philippines receives 180 million U.S. 
dollars annually from the U.S. Government under the 
1985-1989 agreemeni. 


Manglapus earlier said his panel would press for a higher 
rental from the United States. He did not reveal the 
figure. 
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In calling for secrecy of the Philippine position, Salonga 
said it would prevent the American panel from knowing 
beforehand “our strategic positions.” 


Otherwise, he added, this would “put us on the defen- 
sive.” 


Senate majority floor leader Orlando Mercado also 
urged the Philippine panel ‘“‘to be more discreet and 
circumspect” in making press statements on its official 
position on the U.S bases. 


“While the Americans would be having all the feedback 
and information on our positions, their options are kept 
secret that would keep us guessing,” he said. 


Separate Review of Bases Labor Agreement Set 
HK060629 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] The Philippine and American panels yesterday 
agreed to hold separate reviews of the bases labor agree- 
ment because this is deemed an important feature of the 
military bases. According to Ambassador Leonides 
Caday, Foreign Affairs assistant secretary and spokes- 
man for the Philippine panel, this was the first item in 
the agenda when the review of the bases agreement began 
yesterday at the PICC [Philippine International Conven- 
tion Center]. Filipino workers in the military bases, who 
number almost 6,000, have repeatedly asked for a review 
of the agreement. 


Vietnam Said To Urge Removal of U.S. Bases 
HK060847 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 6 Apr 88 p 2 


[By GLOBE staff writer Miguel Genovea] 


[Text] Vietnamese leaders regard the United States’ 
immediate removal will guarantee eternal friendship 
between the two Asian countries. 


The sentiment of the Vietnamese leaders was reported 
yesterday by Rep. Jose Yap (PDP-Laban, [Pilipino Dem- 
ocratic Party-Strength of The Nation] Tarlac), who 
arrived recently from Vietnam, to Acting Speaker Anto- 
nio Cuenco. 


Yap, accompanied by Rep. Roque Ablan (KBL, Ilocos 
Norte), went on a four-day private trip to Vietnam in his 
capacity as chairman of the House committee on defense 
and member of the joint executive-legislative prepara- 
tory committee on the RP [Republic of the Philippines]- 
US Military Bases Agreement. 


During their visit, the two congressmen talked with 
ranking Vietnamese leaders, including Foreign Affairs 
Minister Nguyen Co Thach. 
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Yap also reported that Thach informed them that the 
Vietnamese leadership intends to request President 
Aquino to invite all the countries staking claims on the 
Spratlys “to resolve the issue amicably on the conference 
table.” 


Besides the Philippines and Vietnam, and other coun- 
tries claiming the Spratlys are Taiwan and the People’s 
Republic of China. 


Yap told Thack that he insisted on visiting Vietnam 
because everything [as published] the U.S. military bases 
in the Philippines are discussed, Camh Ranh Bay in 
Vietnam always comes into the picture, with the US 
citing the Soviet presence there. 


Camh Ranh Bay is not a (Soviet) bases. It is a Vietnam- 
ese base with the Vietnamese having full control of it,** 
Yap said, quoting Thach. 


Thach pointed out that Soviet vessels are only allowed to 
their the bay for logistics purposee like changing provi- 
sions, fetching water and R&R (rest and recreation) for 
their crews, Yap said. 


Thach said Americans used their bases in the Philippines 
as take off point in bombing sorties to Vietnam during 
the war. “In our case, we will not allow the bay, or any 
territory in Vietnam, to be used as a base of hostility 
against the Philippines,” Yap quoted Thach as saying. 


Yap aiso reported that Vietnam is will to be part of the 
ASEAN and is willing to leave Kampuchea before 1990 
provided there is an assurance that former Premier Pol 
Pot is not allowed to return to power. 


Communist Rebels Denounce Bases Agreement 
HK061237 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
6 Apr 88 p 22 


[Text] Communist rebels denounced yesterday the 41- 
year-old agreement covering U.S. bases, which came 
under review earlier in the day by a two-nation panel 
headed by Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus and US. 
Ambassador Nicholas Platt. 


“The 1947 military bases agreement is an unequal treaty 
imposed by the former colonial power of U.S. imperial- 
ism On its newly installed puppet government in the 
Philippines without the consent of the Filipino people,” 
a statement said. 


The statement was released by lawyers and relatives on 
behalf of senior insurgents captured in raids in: the 
capital last week. They included Rafael Baylosis, secre- 
tary-general of the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP), and Romulo Kintanar, commander of the CPP’s 
fighting arm, the New People’s Army (NPA). 
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Communist Plot To Split Military Exposed 
HK060723 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 6 Apr 88 pp 1, 10 


[By Cesar M. Espino] 


[Text] Documents seized last week from seven captured 
communist leaders showed a rebel plot to sow intrigue 
between the Aquino Administration and the Armed 
Forces, military officials said yesterday. 


Maj Gen Ramon E. Montano, Constabulary chief, fur- 
nished newsmen with photocopies of three documents 
contained in computer diskettes seized during military 
raids on two rebels safehouses in Quezon City and San 
Juan. 


The raids led to the arrest of Rafael Baylosis, alleged 
Communist Party secretary general, Romulo Kintanar, 
head of the New People’s Army, and five other rebel 
leaders. 


The main document is an open letter dated march 15, 
1988 allegedly prepared by the Reform the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines] Movement (RAM) to the 
Filipino people. 


Enclosed in the letter is supposedly the top secret docu- 
ment code-named “Oplan Camia,” which implicates 
then Gen Fidel V. Ramos in a military plot to seize 
power and set up “a civil-military junta.” 


Also enclosed in the letter is RAM’s alleged proof that 
Rep Jose Cojuangco “with the consent of her sister, the 
President for their own selfish motives connived with 
communists.” The proof, allegedly a “captured CPP 
{Communist Party of the Philippines] NPA document” 
that fell into the military’s hands during a military 
operation last year, contains the minutes of the meeting 
Cojuangco had with unidentified rebel leaders. 


Through the open letter, the “dedicated elements of 
RAM” allegedly “enjoins honest elements in govern- 
ment and the private, sector to investigate if these two 
revealing documents are genuine or not and do what is 
necessary.” 


In due time, RAM allegedly pledges “to move for deci- 
sive action.” 


According to Constabulary authorities, the documents 
were “fabricated”” by communists and intended to leak 
these to the different factions in the military «. it 
media. 


The declassification of the captured documents comes 
amid renewed threats from rightist elements within the 
military to launch another coup attempt following the 
escape of dismissed Lt Col Gregorio Honasan. 
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The government has warned media not to broadcast or 
print any statement from Honasan, a leading RAM 
member who led the bloody Aug 28 coup. 


Marilyn Robles, wife of Navy Capt Rex Robles, a 
prominent RAM member, exposed late last year the 
existence of “Oplan Camia” which, she claimed, is 
contained in a document she stole from the files of her 
husband. 


Ms Robles made the disclosure after military authorities 
implicated her husband in the murder of labor leader 
Rolando Olalia. She said the document implicates 
Ramos in the plot to overthrow Ms Aquino. 


Ms Robles refused to disclose the contents of the docu- 
ment and challenged Ramos to declassify it. Ramos, 
however, denied having knowledge of the existence of 
any such military document. 


Yesterday, AFP spokesman Col Oscar Florendo told 
newsmen the AFP headquarters tried to find out where 
such document came from at the height of the contro- 
versy sparked by Ms Robles’ expose, and said they were 
able to ascertain that there was never such document. 


“As far as the AFP concerned, there is no such thing as 
Oplan Camia, Florendo said. 


A member of the RAM however, told the INQUIRER 
that the document distributed by Montano did not seem 
like the same one in the possession of the robleses. 


21 March Villamor Escapees Recaptured 
HK050958 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company DZRH 
in Tagalog 0900 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] Here are the full details on the surrender and 
arrest of tour Air Force personnel who escaped on 21 
March. 


Three of the four men who escaped from the Villamor 
Air Base detention center are presently in the custody of 
Philippine Air Force authorities. These three detainees 
who were arrested, or who surrendered, in different 
provinces are Captain Peraldo Logro, Captain Jun Sam- 
pol, and Sergeant Dante Angulo. 


It was learned that a fourth man, Lieutenant Dinarmilo 
Munar, has not been captured by Philippine Air Force 
operatives. It was also alleged that Munar and his wife, 
who works for an airline company, left for Los Angeles, 
California, on 21 March, the day he escaped from the 
detention center. 


According to Philippine Air Force spokesman Colonel 
Melchor Orasis, Captain Sampol was found by authori- 
ties in Bacoor, Cavite, and was brought back to the 
detention center at 1000 this morning. The second 
detainee, Captain Logro, surrendered to Colonel 
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Armando Garcia, commander of the 570th Composite 
Tactical Wing of the Philippine Air Force, Puerta Prin- 
cesa, Palawan, and haslalso been brougho back to Villa- 
mor detention center. 


According to a statement by Captain Logro to reporters, 
he went to Palawan merely to visit his ailing wife. 


The third detainee, Sergeant Dante Angulo, was arrested 
by Air Force operatives in Binan, Laguna, after he had 
called to turn himself in. 


Captain Sampol is the only one who has been convicted, 
getting 20 years for sedition and mutiny charges. 


Meanwhile, 2 days ago the fourth surrenderee, First 
Lieutenant Paterno Ordalla, turned himself in to offi- 
cials of the Cavite PC Command and was later turned 
over to the Constabulary Security Command. He is now 
back in Villamor detention center. 


Captain Napoleon Gemeral, detention center command- 
er, is presently under investigation in connection with 
the escape of the Air Force mutineers on 21 March. 


NPA Rebels Kidnap Ilocos Mayor, Councillors 
HK061233 Hong Kong AFP in English 1221 GMT 
6 Apr 87 


[Text] Manila, April 6 (AFP)—Some 50 communist New 
People’s Army (NPA) guerrillas stormed a town hall in 
the northern Philippines on Tuesday and kidnapped the 
mayor and two town councillors, the military said 
Wednesday. 


The attack on Quirino town in Ilocos province came 
exactly a week after the military arrested NPA chief 
Romulo Kintanar and other communist leaders here and 
declared that it had dealt a severe blow to the 19-year-old 
insurgency. 


It came the same day as the NPA’s controlling organiza- 
tion, the banned Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP), vowed to intensify its armed struggle despite 
what it admitted to be a major setback caused by the 
arrests. 


NPA guerrillas stormed the town hall of Quirino, some 
300 kilometers (186 miles) north of Manila, early Tues- 
day and took away Mayor Manuel Panfayos and two 
members of the town council, local military officials 
said. 


No casualties were reported as policemen fled the town 
hall, leaving the guerrillas alone to herd municipal offi- 
cials and employees into a conference room where the 
NPA held a two-hour dialogue with them, they said. 


The NPA in the region has been engaged in kidnapping 
for ransom since 1986. 
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Security forces arrested seven people here on March 29. 
They included three insurgent leaders: Mr. Kintanar, 
Communist Party Secretary-General Rafael Baylosis, 
and Politburo member Benjamin de Vera. 


President Corazon Aquino said the arrests turned the 
tide against the insurgency and showed that her govern- 
ment was now winning the war. 


The CPP-NPA however said in a statement issued here 
Tuesday that they had a reserve of cadres to replace any 
leader who is arrested, and were preparing for “regular 
mobile warfare” that would depart from the usual hit- 
and-run tactics. 


Maguindanao Peace Situation ‘Worsens’ 
HK060931 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0600 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] The peace and order situation in the two prov- 
inces of Maguindanao is getting worse due to continued 
fighting between the two factions of Muslim rebels. 


PC chief Major General Ramon Montano said the 
renewed fighting was between the followers of MNLF 
Commander Mando and the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front [MILF] Commander Ali (Batuagas). This was the 
third encounter between the two groups within the last 2 
weeks in barangay Rizal and (Kitango). 


Earlier reports stated that nine MILF members were 
killed and several others were wounded in the clash with 
the MNLF last Sunday. 


OIC Wanted To Observe Autonomy Law Drafting 
BK060811 Manila PNA in English 0707 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Zamboanga City, Philippines April 6 
(PNA/OANA)—a Filipino Muslim leader has suggested that 
the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC) sends observ- 
ers to a regional commission helping Philippine Congress 
draft the Automony Law for Muslim Mindanao. 


This would preclude any questions that may arise out of 
the Organic Autonomy Law, said Chairman Elnorita 
Tugung of the Western Mindanao Autonomous Region. 


President Corazon C. Aquino has created the Regional 
Consultative Commission (RCC) to aid Congress in 
making the Autonomy Law based on the Philippine 
Constitution. 


By sending observers, the OIC would thus be in a 
position to see how the organic law would be drafted 
through democratic processes, stressing that the RCC 
would thresh out unfinished portions of the 1976 Tripoli 
Agreement. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The agreement, signed in Tripoli, Libya, between the 
previous Marcos government and the southern Philip- 
pines-based Moslem separatist group, the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), provides for autonomy to at 
least 13 Mindanao provinces. 


Tugung said unfinished portions in that agreement 
would be finalized by the commissioners and integrated 
into the Organic Autonomy Law. 


Since the MNLF is a signatory to the Tripoli Agreement, 
then the MNLF or at least the OIC should see for itself 
how the spirit of that agreement will be actually put to 
practice, Tugung said. 


The MNLF has insisted on the Tripoli Agreement’s 
implementation without first ironing out provisions 
which fall under the category to be discussed later, 
Tugung siad. 


The provisions include those on security force educa- 
tion, administrative system, economic and financial 
system, representation and participation in the central 
government, legislative and executive system, and rela- 
tionship between the regional security forces and the 
regular Armed Forces of the Philippines. 


The RCC is scheduled to start work on the proposed 
Autonomy Law on April | 1 in Zamboanga City, 880 kms 
south of Manila. 


Indonesian Foreign Minister Alatas Visits 
HK061305 Hong Kong AFP in English 1252 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 6 (AFP)}—Philippine President 
Corazon Aquino met here Wednesday Ali Alatas, the 
new Indonesian foreign minister who is on a one-day 
visit, presidential palace officials said. 


The details of their meeting were not disclosed. 


Mr. Alatas arrived at Villamor Air Base, the Philippine 
Air Force headquarters, with a four-man delegation on 
the traditional tour of the capitals of Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) members undertaken 
by new ASEAN foreign ministers, the official PHILIP- 
PINE NEWS AGENCY said. 


Details of Debt Accord With Japan Revealed 
HK061355 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
6 Apr 88 p 25 


[Text] Secretary of Finance Vicente R. Jayme yesterday 
announced that the negotiations on the rescheduling of 
official credits due Japan amounting to the dollar equiv- 
alent of about $510 million have been concluded. 
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Jayme made the announcement following his return 
from a five-day mission to Japan together with Central 
Bank Covernor Jose B. Fernandez and Undersecretary 
of Finance Ernest Leung with assistance of Ambassador 
Ramon V. Del Rosario of the Philippine embassy in 
Tokyo. 


They met with officials of the Japanese government and 
some private bankers to discuss financial matters con- 
cerning the Philippines and to finalize negotiations on 
rescheduling of official credits due Japan. 


The debts which were rescheduled included obligations 
of about $157 million due the Overseas Economic Coop- 
eration Fund (OECF) of Japan, about $93 million due 
the Export-Import (EXIM) Bank of Japan and about 
$260 million of commercial credits insured by the Min- 
istry of International Trade and Industry (MIT]). 


The term is for ten years, inclusive of five years grace at 
3.2 percent on OECF yen credits, 5.125 percent on 
EXIM Bank loans to the Philippine Government, 6.1 
percent on Eximbank loans to the Development Bank of 
the Philippines and National Power Corporation and 6. 1 
percent on yen-denominated commercial credits ipsured 
by MITI and 7.5 percent on dollar-denominaied com- 
mercial credits also insured by MITI. These improved on 
previous interest rates of 3.5 percent on OECF credits, 
7.5 percent on Eximbank yen loans, and 7.5 percent on 
yen-denominated commercial credits and 9.25 percent 
on dollar-denominated commercial credits both insured 
by MITI. 


Officials of both governments acknowledged importance 
of Philippine economic recovery in contributing to the 
security of the Asian region. Discussions focused on 
recent economic performance and requirements for sus- 
tained development of the Philippines. 


Japanese officials endorsed the broad range of measures 
implemented by the Aquino government in pursuit of 
economic recovery. 


Japanese Economic Mission Arrives in Manila 
Owns - 1 Tokyo KYODO in English 1021 GMT 
5 Apr 


[Text] Manila, April 5 KYODO—A group of Japanese 
industrialists arrived here Tuesday for talks with Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino, trade and investment officials, 
and Filipino business executives in hopes of expanding 
trade relations between the two countries. 


The 127-member mission led by Rokuro Ishikawa, chaiv- 
man of the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Indus- 
try (JCCI), will stay here for five days to observe the 
economic and investment climate. 
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“The current level of economic interchange between us 
(Japan and Philippines) does not adequately reflect the 
vast potential of the two countries which are so geo- 
graphically close,” Ishikawa said. 


Ishikawa told reporters at an arrival news conference 
that “a dramatic improvement” is possible in correcting 
the trade gap between Japan and the Philippines. 


He said the mission will look for particular areas where 
it can “best cooperate” to improve the Philippine econ- 
omy. 


JCCI officials said the mission will unveil six direct 
manufacturi investment projects worth 64.5 million U.S. 
dollars in response to Aquino’s call for improved trade 
relations with Japan. 


Philippine central bank statistics showed that trade 
between the t countries in 1987 amounted to 2.105 
billion dollars, with Manila incurring a trade deficit of 
136.8 million dollars. 


“I sincerely hope that our visit will serve to stimulate 
closer ties in trade, investment, technology transfers, 
economic cooperation, and in other areas, which in turn 
will open a new chapter in our friendly relations,” 
Ishikawa said. 


He expressed confidence in the Aquino administration, 
saying he was informed that “improvements” were being 
achieved in stabilizing the volatile political situation, 
containing the communist insurgency and labor unrest. 


The mission, comprising top executives from the Feder- 
ation of Economic Organizations (Keidanren), the Japan 
Association of Corporate Executives, and the Japan 
Federation of Employers Associations, was met at the 
airport by Japanese envoy to Manila Tsuneo Tanaka, 
senior Filipino diplomats and private sector leaders. 


Aquino will host a luncheon for the mission on Friday at 
the Malacanang Presidential Palace and the luncheon 
will be preceded by a meeting with Vice President 
Salvador Laurel. 


In a meeting later with senior members of the delegation, 
Trade and Industry Secretary Jose Concepcion appealed 
for more Japanese investments. 


“I hope you will consider the Philippines as your prin- 
cipal investment target for 1988 and 1989,” Concepcion 
said. 


“We realize the role of the second industrial power and 
probably the number one industrial power at the turn of 
the century in bringing about the development of the 
whole of Asia.” 
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He said the high value of the yen and Japan’s mounting 
trade surplus “offer venue for developing countries” like 
the Philippines. 


He gave assurance of the political stability of the Aquino 
government, which has survived five coup attempts in 
two years. 


The trade official said the Philippine government can 
guarantee “industrial peace” in the country’s export 
processing zones for five years. 


He also pledged support in facilitating foreign investment by 
cutting down red tape and ensuring profitability. 


Central Bank Expects Economic Growth 
HK050835 Manila BUSINESS STAR in English 
5 Apr 88 pp 4, 14 


[Text] The economy will continue to perform strongly 
this year, with the gross national product (GNP) pro- 
jected to grow by 6.1 percent from 5.1 percent in 1987, 
the Central Bank [CB] said in its annual report for 1987 
which was released yesterday. 


The growth in GNP, which measures the country’s total 
production of goods and services, will result from the 
“impressive gains” the vital economic sectors such as 
manufacturing, agriculture, mining, construction and 
services are expected to register in 1988, the CB said. 


The CB’s 39th annual report was submitted to President 
Aquino by CB governor Jose B. Fernandez Jr. last March 
23. In it, the CB projected that the balance of payments 
(BOP) of the country will show a higher overall surplus 
this year than the $264-million surplus set in 1987. 


“The export sector is expected to perform well (this year) 
partly offsetting the projected increase in imports which 
are expected to be buoyant given the strength of domes- 
tic demand,” the report said. 


Expansion in exports would be brought about by non- 
traditional manufactures, the report said, particularly 
garments and electronic and electrical equipment and 
parts. Minerals, coconut oil and forest products are also 
projected to perform well. 


Meanwhile, capital goods and raw material imports are 
expected to increase “substantially” in response to the 
growth in domestic investments. 


Because of these developments in the external front, the 
CB said its foreign exchange policies will seek to con- 
tinue to maintain a sustainable external payments posi- 
tion for the country. “A competitive exchange rate will 
be maintained in support of exports,” the CB report said. 
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Gross international reserves (GIR) of the CB are pro- 
jected to be kept at a comfortable level relative to the 
country’s import requirements, the report said. Accord- 
ing to the fourth quarter report of the CB, the GIR at 
end-1987 totaled $1.958 billion, enough to finance two 
to three months’ worth of imports. 


With regard to the Philippines’ external debt problem, 
the CB report said the government will undertake within 
the year negotiations for a new economic and financial 
program supported by the International Monetary Fund 


(IMF). 


Side by side with this new IMF program are the expected 
inflows in 1988 of fresh credits from official sources as 
well as direct foreign investments. new money from 
commercial bank creditors may also be negotiated by the 
last quarter of the year. 


“External debt management will continue to be directed 
at improving the country’s creditworthiness and reduc- 
ing the debt service burden,” the report stated. 


The annual report noted that the second round of 
rescheduling with bank creditors would bring about 
amendments to the guidelines to incorporate the better 
terms of the new agreement. Monetary authorities like- 
wise anticipate that the ongoing Paris Club negotiations 
will bring about “better if not similar terms” for the 
country. 


On the import liberalization program, the CB reported 
that the implementation of the first phase will end in 
April 1988 with the easing of import controls on the last 
129 scheduled items. 


With regard to the second phase of the program which is 
proposed to start this year, a comprehensive review of 
xyue items has already been undertaken and specific 
listings made. 


e 


Items recommended for liberalization in 1988 include 
brand new trucks and engines, spare parts, machinery 
and equipment for the pulp and paper industry, glasswa- 
re/dinnerware/silverware, radio telecommunications 
equipment, and live animals for breeding and scientific 


purposes. 


On the overall, the CB said this year it will continue to 
foster a climate of financial stability that will sustain 
economic expansion. 


It added that monetary and credit policies will aim to 
provide “positive rate to savers” to mobilize domestic 
savings. The CB will favor deregulation, competition 
and market orientation to increase the efficiency of 
financial intermediaries. 
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“The accomodative policy stance will maintain lending 
rates at affordable levels in order to assure the flow of 
credit resources to the various sectors of the economy,” 
the CB said in its report. 


It added: ““Monetary policy will continue to cautious 
with some flexibility in respect to the achievement of 
monetary targets given the inflationary effect of debt-to- 
equity conversions.” 


The debt-to-equity program of the government will be 
subject to “continous evaluation and review,” the CB 
said. The objective is to mir mize the program’s mone- 
tary impact (such as wts effe.* on money supply) while 
enhancing its usefulness in easing the debt service bur- 
den and as a spark to domestic economic activity. 


The CB said its close monitoring of monetary aggregates 
will keep inflation at single-digit levels in 1988. 


Aquino Signs New Investment Priority Plan 
HK061251 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
6 Apr 88 p 25 


[Text] President Aquino, after almost two years of delay, 
finally signed the new Investment Priorities Plan [IPP] 
listing a total of 277 areas to which the 1987 Omnibus 
Investments Code would be applied. 


The approved version, which was renamed 1988 IPP, 
provided for 25 new inclusions out of the 277 invest- 


ment areas covered and delisted 64 items from nthe old 


IPP because of the negligible investments these areas 
generated. 


The new areas entitled to fiscal incentives under the 
1987 Omnibus Investments Code were power generating 
plants, herbal medicines, DFA-based toilet soap, mono- 
coque bus bodies, shipbreaking, telephone and telegraph 
services in less-developed areas, tourism-oriented servic- 
es, consumer durables for export and construction mate- 
rials for export. 


Of the 277 investment priority areas, 61 percent or 169 
are manufacturing activities while 24 percent or 67 are 
agricultural projects, the two major thrusts of the five- 
year economic development plan. 


The other projects covered by the new IPP included the 
common service facilities for the needs of industry in the 
locality totalling 15 projects; energy-related projects, 8; 
public utilities, 4; mining, 3; tourism-oriented services, 
3; fishery, 2; industries supporting exporters, 2; forestry, 
1; service exporter, 1; export traders, 1; and industrial 
waste and management services, |. 


Specifically, the 1988 IPP places major emphasis on 
export-oriented industries that can compete overseas 
and where the country’s indigeneous raw materials and 
manpower resources are put to optimum use. 
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It also favors agroindustries which improve existing 
linkages of industry with agriculture and natural 
resources and increase domestic value-added. 


The IPPs agricultural thrust is aimed at providing mate- 
rial inputs to the food processing industry, including 
crops, livestock and poultry. It likewise focuses on the 
production of feed grains, feed ingredients and feeds, 
production of breeders and other agricultural inputs like 
organic fertilizer as well as the provision of agricultural 
services. 


On the other hand, domestic-oriented, import substitut- 
ing industries are covered by the applicable incentives 
under the Code provided they redeem their worldwide 
competiveness and if the local production capacity in 
such areas is inadequate. 


The 1988 IPP also stresses on the rationalization, reha- 
bilitation and modernization projects »f existing indus- 
tries as part of the policy thrust of the government to 
resuscitate moribund industries. 


Thailand 


Sitthi, Prem Meet Indonesian Foreign Minister 
BK060611 Bangkok BANGKOK POST 
in English 6 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas will carry 
on the work of his predecessor in trying to mediate in the 
Kampuchean conflict, Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
said yesterday. 


ACM [Air Chief Marshal] Sitthi said Mr Ali told him he 
would pursue the aims of his predecessor, Mokhtar 
Kusumaataja, in trying to arrange a meeting of the three 
Kampuchean resistance groups, the Phnom Penh gov- 
ernment and its backers in Vietnam. 


Mr Ali later called on Prime Minister Gen Prem Tinsu- 
lanon and told him the Soviet Union could effectively 
pressure Vietnam to end the conflict. 


Gen Prem plans to go to the Soviet Union next month, 
and is expected to ask for help in resolving the military 
occupation. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Chavanawirat 
quoted Mr Ali as saying the visit would give Thailand a 
“good chance to meet a superpower with a direct and 
important role in Asia”’. 


During their 15-minute meeting, Gen Prem expressed 
confidence in Mr Ali’s role as interlocutor for ASEAN in 
negotiations with Hanoi. 


Mr Ali later said ASEAN should now intensify its peace 
efforts in coming months to bring a political settlement 
to the Kampuchean conflict. 
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Recent developments, which included talks between 
resistance leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk and Kam- 
puchean Prime Minister Hun Sen, had not raised hopes 
for an early solution, he said. 


“So that’s why we're saying the Jakarta meeting still 
stands as a viable framework. Our invitation to make use 
of the framework still stands and now it will depend on 
the partners to agree to take it up, and I will certainly try 
to ascertain in the coming weeks and months in consul- 
tations with other ASEAN foreign ministers the possibil- 
ity of having that meeting materialise because we have to 
get out of that situation,” he said. 


“Of course, Vietnam always says we will withdraw in 
1990 but that is not the kind of solution we are talking 
about. 


“What we want is a political solution that achieved the 
purposes for which that solution is being negotiated, it is 
a fair solution which takes care of the interests of all 
concerned,” he said. 


Soviet Justice Minister Meets With Prem 
BK060839 Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 
1300 GMT 4 Apr 88 


[Text] Visiting Soviet Justice Minister Boris Kravtsov 
and party, accompanied by Justice Minister Sa-at Piya- 
wan, paid a courtesy call on Prime Minister General 
Prem Tinsulanon at Government House at 1400 today. 
The Soviet justice minister said the purpose of his 28 
March-4 April visit to Thailand was to observe the Thai 
justice and court system. He said he was impressed by 
the Thai Government’s fine reception for him and his 
delegation and that he had learned many things during 
the visit. He said the Soviet Government and people are 
making full preparations for the prime minister’s coming 
visit to the Soviet Union. 


The prime minister said the Thai Government and 
people are pleased to receive the Soviet justice minister 
and his delegation because the visit enables senior Thai 
and Soviet officials to exchange views and learn more 
about each other’s justice system, thus strengthening 
Thai-Soviet relations. 


Iilegal Border Market With Laos Shut Down 
BK050121 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
5 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Nong Khai—Thai and Lao authorities have 
agreed to close down an illegal marketplace on a sandbar 
in the Mekong River in Tha Bo district where hundreds 
of Thai merchants and Lao shoppers converge each day 
during the dry season. 
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Nong Khai Governor Santi Manikan and Tha Bo district 
chief Sukhum Salibut met with Lao officials in Vientiane 
on Sunday and agreed to impose some control over the 
border trade by first closing the marketplace and moving 
it to a more appropriate site. 


Both sides agreed there should be some form of control 
to prevent cheating and violence, Santi said. 


A joint Thai-Lao team will be formed in two weeks to 
study the problem and work out a set of guidelines for 
the reopening of a border marketplace in Tha Bo district, 
which is about 30 km from the seat of this border 
province, Sukhum reported. 


Fresh food and consumer products from Thailand are 
sold at the illegal marketplace on the sandbar nicknamed 
“Friendship Beach” without undergoing customs clear- 
ance or health check. 


Hundreds of Laotians were seen waiting for Thai mer- 
chants on the sandbar on Sunday. But Thai boat patrols 
on the border river stopped Thai merchants from going 
out to the sandbar. 


Sukhum said he had asked Lao authorities to stop 
Laotians from going to the sandbar for the time being 
and arrest any Thais found in the area illegally. 


Campaign Muslim Guerrillas Urged 
BK060131 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
6 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The government must immediately launch an 
all-out campaign to eradicate Muslim guerrillas who are 
renewing their terrorist acts in the south, Deputy Interior 
Minister Sawai Phatthano said yesterday. 


Military crackdowns to uproot guerrilla activities must 
be done in tandem with government campaigns to 
improve the lives of people in the Muslim-dominated 
southern region, he said. 


" 'e should take action right away, whether the guerril- 

are active or not,” said Sawai after his trip to the 

south, where a series of terrorist attacks had taken place 
during the past few months. 


Sawai believes that some foreign countries financially 
support Muslim guerrillas—once considered a major 
threat to national security for their « «im to fight for 
autonomy of the southernmost provinc 2s. 


“Considering their systematic acts and their weapons, | 
personally believe they are enjoying support from over- 
seas,” he said. 


Sawai said his remark was based on “reliable sources and 
my Own investigation.” 
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He declined to name suspected countries. “The Foreign 
Ministry will handle this matter,” he added. 


An estimated 300 armed Muslim guerrillas are still 
active in southern provinces, especially Yala, Narathi- 
wat and Pattani. But authorities say they are no longer 
“separatists” because they are not supported by Thai- 
Muslim people. 


However, Sawai said more efforts are needed to make 
southern Thai Muslims realize that “the government 
really cares about them.” 


He suggested that attempts be made to boost deteriorat- 
ing morale of government officials working in areas 
under the guerrillas’ influence. 


Police say four southern schools have been burnt down 
since the beginning of March by Muslim guerrillas, who 
also are believed responsible for the earlier slaying of 
three teachers. 


Almost two weeks ago, a time bomb was found beneath 
a large Buddha statue in Narathiwat, prompting a secu- 
rity alert in the province. 


Authorities believe recent terrorist acts of the Muslim 
bandits were aimed partly at showing their supporters 
abroad that they are still busy and need more aid. 


Southern sources say some of the Muslim bandits have 
received terrorist training in certain Middle East coun- 
tries. 


Meanwhile, authorities of five southern Muslim-domi- 
nated provinces were yesterday told to step up their fight 
against Muslim terrorists who have resumed violence to 
promote their cause. 


In the first major meeting following a spate of terrorist 
attacks in three of the southern provinces, the authorities 
also exchanged views on ways to counter the terrorists’ 
political activities. 


Prakit Uttamot, chief of the centre responsible for 
administration of the five border provinces, said after 
the meeting that the Muslim terrorists have become 
violent in order to gain recognition. 


“They hope that their violent activities will attract 
support from some foreign countries,” he said. 


Border Police Clash With Commuaist Guerrillas 
BK020129 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
2 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] Yala—Three Border Patrol policemen were seri- 
ously wounded in a clash with Communist Party of 
Malaya guerrillas in Tambon Than Nam Thip of Betong 
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district on Wednesday [30 March]. The Police Depart- 
ment said 14 Border Patrol policemen clashed with 
about 20 insurgents while on patrol. 


Briefs 


PRC Justice Delegation 


A PRC justice delegation led by Chinese Vice Justice 
Minister Lu Jian arrived in Bangkok on | April on a visit 
at the invitation of the Thai Justice Ministry. The 
delegation was warmly welcomed by persons from vari- 
ous circles concerned. On the evening of | April, the 
Thai-Chinese Friendship Association held a banquet in 
honor of the delegation at the Ambassador Hotel. Sa-at 
Piyawan, justice minister and vice chairman of the 
Thai-Chinese Friendship Association, attended the par- 
ty. [Summary] [BK021434 Bangkok XIN ZHONG YUAN 
RIBAO in Chinese 2 Apr 88 p 16} 


Vietnam 


Further on Spratly Dispute With PRC 


Rescue Prevention Protested 
BKO051559 Hanoi VNA in English 1507 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA April 5—At 1235 on April 4 while 
coming to the rescue of Vietnamese sailors and freighters 
sunken by Chinese warships on March 14, 1988 at the 
Sinh Ton group of islands in Vietnam’s Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago, the Vietnamese rescue ships Dai 
Lanh 462 and 614 were surrounded and threatened by 
the Chinese ships No 854, 511 and 513, and so they 
could not normally perform their work of salvaging the 
sunken freighters and searching for missing sailors. 


Today, Nguyen Phuong Vu, head of the China Depart- 
ment of Vie’*z.am’s Foreign Ministry, met Chinese Coun- 
sellor Chen Zengli here and handed him a letter of First 
Deputy Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem to Chinese 
Ambassador Li Shichun. 


In his letter, Dinh Nho Liem stressed that “this is a 
serious provocative act contrary to the commitment” 
made by the Chinese ambassador at their meeting on 
March 17 that China would not prevent Vietnam from 
rescue activities. 


“The Vietnamese side resolutely demands that China 
stop immediately preventing the Vietnamese rescue 
ships from saving distressed sailors and freighters,” 
Dinh Nho Liem concluded. 
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Soviet Envoy Comments 
BKO5 1409 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] On 5 April 1988, Comrade Dinh Nho Liem, 
member of the CPV Central Committee and firsi vice 
foreign minister, gave a cordial reception to Comrade 
Kachin, member of the CPSU Central Committee and 
Soviet ambassador to our country. 


At the reception, Comrade Dinh Nho Liem recalled 
Vietnam's recent proposals to the Chinese side for solv- 
ing differences between the two countries over the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago through peaceful nego- 
tiations. It was also proposed that while waiting for 
China to sit down for negotiations, the two sides agree 
not to use force and avoid all conflicts in order to 
prevent the situation from being further aggravated. 


On this occasion, Comrade Dinh Nho Liem expressed 
the gratitude of our party, government, and people to the 
party. government, and people of the Soviet Union for 
having supported Vietnam's stance over this issue. 


Ambassador Kachin expressed the Soviet Union’s high 
appraisa! and support for the just stand of Vietnam and 
its attitude of goodwill in settling all territorial disputes 
with China through negotiations in conformity with the 
current trend of solving all problems in international 
relations through dialogue. 


Ambassador Kachin also affirmed the consistent support 
of the party, government, and people of the Soviet Union 
for the cause of socialist construction and for the Viet- 
namese people’s struggle for the defense of their national 
independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity. 


Comrade Dinh Nho Liem and Comrade Kachin 
exchanged views on the continued implementation of 
measures to strengthen diplomatic cooperation between 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union aimed at consolidating 
peace, stability, and cooperation in Southeast Asia, Asia 
and the Pacific. 


VNA Reports Envoy’s Comments 
BK061402 Hanoi VNA in English 1510 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 5—Dinh Nho Liem, member of 
the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
and first deputy minister for foreign affairs, received 
here today D.I. Kachin, member of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union Central Committee and Soviet 
Ambassador to Vietnam. 


During the reception, Dinh Nho Liem recalled Viet- 
nain’s latest proposals which called for China to solve the 
two countries’ differences over the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
Archipelago through negotiation, and not to use force 
and avoid any clash so that the present situation should 
not be deteriorated. 
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The Vietnamese official expressed the gratitude of the 
Vietnamese party, state and people to the Soviet party, 
State and people for their support to Vietnam's stance on 
the Truong Sa Archipelago issue. 


Ambassador Kachin expressed the Soviet Union's high 
appreciation of and full support for Vietnam’s just 
stance and good-will attitude to solve all border disputes 
with China by means of negotiation in conformity with 
the current trend for dialogue to all international rela- 
tions. [sentence as received] He also affirmed the Soviet 
Union’s unshakable support for the Vietnamese people’s 
socialist construction and struggle for national indepen- 
dence, territorial integrity and sovereignty. 


Dinh Nho Liem and D.I. Kachin exchanged views on 
further promoting the coordination of the two countries’ 
diplomatic activities aimed at preserving peace, stability 
and cooperation in Southeast Asia and in Asia and the 
Pacific as a whole. 


PRC Statement Rejected 
BK060610 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 


0500 GMT 6 Apr 88 


[Text] On 16 March 1988 in Paris, PRC Foreign Minis- 
ter Wu Xuegian made a statement to a correspondent of 
AFP news agency concerning the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
issue as follows: 


Hanoi has instigated this conflict by dispatching war- 
ships to an area belonging to China where scientists had 
set up a research station to carry out a task entrusted by 
UNESCO. 


Regarding this matter, the National UNESCO Commit- 
tee of Vietnam would like to point out the following: 


According to what the Vietnamese side was informed by 
UNESCO, this organization has never cooperated with 
China nor entrusted China with conducting any scien- 
tific research in the Truong Sa area. 


This statement by PRC Foreign Minister Wu Xuegian is 
totally against the truth. The National UNESCO Com- 
mittee of Vietnam condemns that erroneous act of the 
Chinese authorities and affirms Vietnam’s sovereignty 
over the Truong Sa Archipelago. It also affirms the SRV 
Government’s stance to settle this issue not through 
force but through negotiations. 


PRC Claim Refuted 
BK061244 Hanoi International Service in English 
1000 GMT 6 Apr 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] The Chinese authoritics are trying to justify their 
illegal occupation of several coral reefs and their crimi- 
nal acts in the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipelago. They 
groundlessly claim their sovereignty over the Truong Sa 


Archipelago. 
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What is the truth? Here are some historical documents 
affirming Vietnam’s sovereignty over that archipelago. 
When a country or nation claims its sovereignty over an 
area, that country or nation must have enough historical 
and legal documents affirming its sovereignty. These 
documents will show who is the first to own, organize, 
control, and exploit that area as a hostage. The Truong 
Sa and Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelagoes of Vietnam 
also have enough historical and legal documents on 
Vietnam’s sovereignty. 


About 500 years ago, when the Chinese feudalist state 
invaded Vietnam, Chinese troops brought home all 
precious books and burned the rest. However, Vietnam 
is still keeping many historical documents affirming 
Vietnam’s sovereignty over the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa 
Archipelagoes. At a press conference in Hanoi, many 
foreign newsmen saw with their own eyes the map drawn 
by Do Ba in the 19th century on which the Hoang Sa 
Archipelago belonged to the Quang Ngai Province in 
central Vietnam. A book written in 1774 by the great 
Vietnamese scholar Le Qui Don said that the territory of 
Quang Ngai Province included an off-shore island called 
Re and further in the sea, the big Truong Sa Archipelago. 
At least, from the 17th century, the Vietnamese feudalist 
state had actually controlled the Truong Sa and Hoang 
Sa Archipelagoes. They had set up Hoang Sa team and 
Bac Hai team to survey and extract sea products on these 
archipelagoes. They also ensured safety for foreign ves- 
sels going through the waters in these archipelagoes. 


Many foreign newsmen took photographs and copied 
down the edict written by King Minh Mang in 1933 
which said that in the territorial waters of Quang Ngai 
Province, there is the Hoang Sa Archipelago. King Minh 
Mang repeatedly sent sailors and officers to Hoang Sa to 
set up markers, build temples, and gather cartological 
and hydrological data. (7We can quote here many con- 
clusive historical) evidences and legal facts on Vietnam’s 
sovereignty over the Truong Sa and Hoang Sa Archipel- 
agoes. In the past centuries, the Vietnamese states have 
continuously exercised their sovereignty over these two 
archipelagoes. 


In 1974, China sent its troops to occupy Hoang Sa 
Archipelago, and in the early days of 1988, dozens of 
Chinese warships sailing almost 1,000 miles from the 
Chinese mainland occupied four coral reefs in the 
Truong Sa Archipelago of Vietnam and committed 
crimes against Vietnamese troops there. 


While affirming its sovereignty over the Truong Sa and 
Hoang Sa Archipelagoes, the Vietnamese Government 
also understands that territorial sovereignty is a sacred 
question but is also a complex problem left by history. 
Therefore, the Vietnamese Government always wants to 
solve disputes and differences by negotiation. The Viet- 
namese Government has many a time made it clear to 
concerned countries such as Indonesia, the Philippines, 
Malaysia, and China. In mid-March 1988, while Chinese 
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warships were sinking three Vietnamese freighters, occu- 
pying four coral reefs in the Truong Sa Archipelago, the 
Vietnamese Government called for talks to solve dis- 
putes and differences. While waiting for China to sit 
down at the negotiating table, Vietnam proposes that the 
two sides refrain from the use of force to solve the 
dispute and avoid clashes in order not to worsen the 
situation. 


The correct stand and good-willed attitude of Vietnam 
have been welcomed by public opinion in the region and 
the world. But it is regrettable that the Chinese side has 
not yet responded to Vietnam’s good-willed attitude. The 
Chinese authorities refused to negotiate and illegally occu- 
pied coral reefs of Vietnam. They also sent more warships 
to operate in these waters with a scheme to dominate the 
East Sea. Their actions have aggravated tension in South- 
east Asia and worried countries in the region. 


Nonaligned Movement Aid Requested 
BK051553 Hanoi VNA in English 1458 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 5—Mrs Nguyen Binh Thanh, 
acting head of the Vietnamese Permanent Mission to the 
United Nations, has asked the Nonaligned Movement to 
help solve the dispute between Vietnam and China over 
the Truong Sa (Spratly) Archipelago and other border 
problems. 


She informed an extraordinary session of the Coordinat- 
ing Committee of the Nonaligned Movement on April 4 
about Chinese warships’ encroachment upon Vietnam’s 
territorial waters at the Truong Sa Archipelago, particu- 
larly their attacks on Vietnam’s unarmed cargo ships on 
routine supply mission. Mrs Thanh stressed that the 
Vietnamese side, loyal to the principle of non-use of 
force in settling differences among nations, has proposed 
bilateral talks to solve the dispute over the Truong Sa 
islands, but its well-meaning proposal has been rejected 
by Chiaa. 


The Vietnamese representative expressed her hope that 
for the sake of peace, friendship, and cooperation in 
Southeast Asia and the world as a whole, the Nonaligned 
Movement would actively help prevent the situation 
from getting worse, and help bring about early talks 
between Vietnam and China to settle their differences 
over Truong Sa and other border problems. 


Chinese Dead From War Against U.S. Honored 
BK051606 Hanoi VNA in English 1503 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi, VNA April 5—Floral tributes to Chinese 
combatants fallen during the anti-U.S. imperialist strug- 
gle for national salvation of the Vietnamese people were 
paid at their monuments in the Provinces of Bac Thai 
and Ha Nam Ninh, and Gia Lam in the suburbs of Hanoi 
on April 4-5 on the occasion of “Thanh Minh,” the 
traditional festival in commemoration of the dead. 
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Homage payers included Hoang Linh, representative of 
the Vietnam-China Friendship Association, representa- 
tives of the Foreign Ministry, Chinese Ambassador to 
Vietnam Li Shichun and his staff members. 


Less Than 100,000 Troops Said in Cambodia 
BK060153 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
6 Apr 88 p 4 


[By Jacques Bekaert] 


[Text] Hanoi—Another withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops from Kampuchea soon is probable and details are 
still being worked out, officials say. 


A rumour went around Hanoi a few days ago: Vietnam 
had decided to withdraw as many as 40,000 soldiers 
from Kampuchea in 1988. 


“Yes, we are definitively going to withdraw more troops 
in 1988,” Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach said. 


“But how many, we don’t know yet. It will depend on the 
situation in Kampuchea.” 


According to the foreign minister, Vietnam has so far 
withdrawn half of its troops from Kampuchea. 


“During the past six years we brought back home half of 
the force sent in 1979,” he said. The minister declined to 
give an exact figure regarding how many troops were 
present in the country that first year. 


“What I can tell you is that the second half will be fully 
withdrawn by 1990.” 


But “how and when we do it, more this year, more next 
year, is something that will depend on the overall situa- 
tion in Kampuchea.” 


The priority is to ensure the security of Kampuchea, Mr 
Thach added. 


“Our goal is also to prevent Pol Pot from coming back to 
power. The task of the People’s Army of Vietnam 
(PAVN) in Kampuchea is increasingly political, not just 
military,” said General Tran Cong Man, a former divi- 
sion commander, now editor of the PAVN daily QUAN 
DOI NHAN DAN. 


“Given this political role, it is natural that our army 
delegates most military tasks to the armed forces of the 
People’s Republic of Kampuchea.” 


The general admitted ihat “for security reasons” the real 
figure of the number of Vietnamese soldiers based in 
Kampuchea has never been revealed. “I can safely say 
that today we have less than 100,000 men in Kampu- 
chea,” he said. 
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He added: “An important withdrawal is planned for this 
year, probably in two episodes, one in the spring, another 
one near the end of the year.” 


Like Mr Thach, General Man said the number of troops 
withdrawn will depend on “what will be happening in 
Kampuchea”. 


Most Western diplomats in Hanoi—and in Bangkok— 
are by now convinced that Vietnam is determined to put 
an end to the bulk of its military presence in Kampuchea 
by 1990. 


“If the PAVN stays for too long, the PRK armed forces 
{[PRKAF] will get used to depending on us. The PRKAF 
must learn how to do things by themselves,” said the 
general. 


He said the PRKAF now can count on about 50,000 
men, including provincial militia. 


The PRKAF are on the front line, along the Thai- 
Kampuchean border, said Mr Thach, who added that if 
the PRKAF and the Sihanoukist troops want to cooper- 
ate on the battlefield, “it is their problem”. 


General Man said he saw no difficulty in an integration 
of the PRKAF and the Sihanoukists, “and even Son 
Sann’s troops, if there are any left”, but said, “ it is 
doubtful such an integration would be possible with the 
Khmer Rouge”. 


Delegation From FRG Aid Organization Visits 
BK060916 Hanoi VNA in English 0709 GMT 
6 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 6—A delegation of the “Hilf- 
saktion Vietnam” (FRG) led by its vice president, Ms. 
Elisabeth Schulte, has paid a visit to Vietnam from 
March 30. 


It was cordially received yesterday by First Deputy 
Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem, who thanked the 
“Hilfsaktion Vietnam” for its support and valuable 
assistance to Vietnam over the past more than twenty 
years. Both host and guests discussed measures to use 
more effectively the “Hilfsaktion Viet’s” aid projects to 
Vietnam and to enhance the relations between Vietnam 
and this organization. 


Libyan Envoy Presents Credentials 5 April 
BK060516 Hanoi VNA in English 1518 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 5—Salih Muhammad al-Hus- 
ni,secretary of the People’s Bureau of the Socialist Peo- 
ple’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in Vietnam, today pre- 
sented his credentials to Vice President of the State 
Council Nguyen Huu Tho. 
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Romanian Envoy Presents Credentials 3 April 
BK060453 Hanoi VNA in English 1516 GMT 
5 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 5—Dumitru Gheorghe, ambas- 
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Socialist 
Republic of Romania to Vietnam on April 3 presented 
his credentials to Vice President of the State Council 
Nguyen Huu Tho. 


Suggestions Sought for Draft Criminal Code 
BK060410 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] The offices of the National Assembly and the 
Council of State announce the implementation of our 
State’s legislation program adopted at the 29 December 
1987 second session of the Eighth National Assembly 
which issued the resolution entrusting the Council of 
State with the tasks of considering and deciding the 
publication of the draft criminal procedures code and 
the organization and solicitation of the people’s views. 


By order of the Council of State, the offices of the 
National Assembly and the Council of State are dissem- 
inating on radio and through the press the text of the 
draft criminal procedures code for the people to know 
and contribute their views thereto. In addition to giving 
their views at various state agencies and social organiza- 
tions, collectives and individuals can send letters of 
Suggestions postage free to the offices of the National 
Assembly and the Council of State at number 35, Ngo 
Quyen, Hanoi. The envelopes must show the words: 
Suggestion for the draft criminal procedures code. The 
deadline date for receiving suggestions is 15 May 1988. 


Nguyen Van Linh Urges Trade Union Renovation 
BK060415 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 5 Apr 88 


[Text] On the morning of 2 April 1988, Comrade Ngu- 
yen Van Linh, party Central Committee general secre- 
tary, worked with the leaders of the Vietnam Confeder- 
ation of Trade Unions [VCTU]. Comrade Phan Minh 
Tanh, party Central Committee member and head of the 
Central Committee Department of Civil Proselyting, 
also participated in this session of work. 


After Comrade Pham The Duyet, party Central Com- 
mittee secretary and chairman of the VCTU, reported on 
the activities of trade unions in the recent past and the 
Organization of trade union congresses at all levels to 
advance toward the Sixth National Congress of Trade 
Unions, Comrade Nguyen Van Linh urged trade unions 
to concentrate on educating and mobilizing workers and 
civil servants countrywide to enthusiastically emulate in 
implementing the sixth party congress resolution and the 
resolutions of the party Central Committee’s second, 
third, and fourth plenums. 
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As regards the activities of trade unions, he urged renova- 
tion in line with the spirit of the sixth party congress 
resolution. Trade unions must know how to select tasks 
depending on the time, place, and domain. These tasks must 
be realistic and effectively carried out. Trade unions at each 
level and in each sector must set forth specific objectives 
and measures, and should not issue general formalistic 
appeals. Particularly, they must oppose red tape and bureau- 
cracy. Since the activities of trade unions are activities of 
the masses, their cadres must stay close to the masses and 
primary installations, thoroughly understand the thought, 
knowledge, psychology, and aspiration of trade unionists, 
and report them to the party. They must report the voices of 
the masses at grass-roots level to the party. At the same time, 
they must propagate the party lines and policies and the 
state policies and systems to workers and civil servants at 
grass-roots level, and organize and motivate the masses to 
implement them. 


Since one of the functions of trade unions is to partici- 
pate in production management, cadres of trade unions 
must be those who have matured through workers’ 
movements, and must know about economic manage- 
ment, production, and mass motivation. At the same 
time, trade unions must nave plans to cooperate with 
enterprises directors and agency leaders in caring for the 
life of workers and civil servants, and helping them 
secure their real income so that they can revitalize their 
own labor strength, have sufficient conditions for raising 
their children and set their mind at ease in order to work 
with high productivity and eagerly oppose negativism. 


The general secretary also repeatedly urged trade unions 
at all levels to renew the organization of cadres and 
streamline the personnel staff in such a way to make the 
Organizational apparatus of trade unions less cumber- 
some, a result of fewer intermediary links, while always 
maintaining high effectiveness. Trade union cadres not 
only should know economic management but also 
should have the ability to renew and to carry out those 
renovation measures accepted by the masses. 


Concluding the work session, Comrade Nguyen Van 
Linh wished that, on the occasion of the trade union 
congresses at all levels, trade unions would renew their 
thinking, especially economic thinking, and their work 
procedures, organization, and cadres to achieve practical 
results in their activities. 


Vo Chi Cong Visits Handicraft Establishments 
BK041445 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 2 Apr 88 


[Text] Comrade Vo Chi Cong, member of the CPV Central 
Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the Council of 
State on | and 2 April visited and worked with a number of 
handicraft establishments in Hanoi Municipality. Accom- 
panying him were Comrade Tran Tan, member of the party 
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Central Committee and chairman of the municipal people’s 
committee, and Comrade Nguyen Qui Hoi, director of the 
Association of Interbranch Handicraft Cooperatives of 
Hanoi Municipality. 


Chairman Vo Chi Cong spent much time listening to 
Comrades Le Van Anh, director of the Lien Hop Gar- 
ments Cooperative; Nguyen Quang Hieu, director of the 
Quyet Tien Engineering Cooperative; Tran Van Tuan, 
director of the Hoang Dieu Plastic Cooperative; Ho Van 
Tuan, director of the Doan Ket Engineering Coopera- 
tive; Tran Thao, director of the Sao Mai Carpet Export 
Cooperative; and Vu Van Au, director of the Ket Nghia 
Chemical and Food Cooperative, who reported on the 
process of building and developing their establishments, 
on results already obtained, and on obstacles and entan- 
glements that must be removed as soon as possible so 
that cooperative members may step up production with 
confidence and enthusiasm. 


Chairman Vo Chi Cong paid particular attention to the 
Suggestions made by each establishment on ways to over- 
come the difficulties caused by the old mechanism and to 
devise dynamic and creative business methods to develop 
production and to manufacture and supply large amounts of 
products for consumers, for export, and for increasing 
handicraftsmen’s income. He also listened to concrete pro- 
posals which various echelons, sectors, and the state should 
study in order to promptly promulgate procedures and 
policies that will create favorable conditions for grass-roots 
units to take the initiative in production, business, and 
marketing of products. The proposals dealt, in particular, 
with the problems of supplies and raw materials and their 
prices, the prices of products, tax policies and tax payment 
procedures, bank loans, and equality between state-run and 
collective economic units in all domains, political, econom- 
ic, and social. 


Council of State Chairman Vo Chi Cong and Chairman 
of Hanoi Municipal People’s Committee Tran Tan 
exchanged views with cooperative directors to further 
clarify some issues concerning management mechanism 
and policy, thereby helping the municipality and the 
central sectors in their study and promulgation of a new 
management mechanism in compliance with the spirit of 
renovation of the Sixth CPV Congress. 


After visiting a number of production establishments 
and inquiring about the income and life of cooperative 
members, Chairman Vo Chi Cong made a statement, 
commending cooperative cadres and members for their 
efforts in upholding their sense of self-reliance, building 
increasingly strong and firm establishments, constantly 
developing production, and supplying products in ever 
larger quantities, thus meeting demands at home and for 
export and increasing the income of handicraftsmen. 


Chairman Vo Chi Cong stressed the role and importance of 
the small industrial and handicraft sector in our national 
economy. He pointed out: The tasks of various echelons, 
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sectors, and grass-roots units are to contribute to the pro- 
mulgation of a new management mechanism and policy 
aimed at encouraging production development, producing 
more products and commodities with good quality, attract- 
ing more laborers into production, increasing revenue for 
the state budget, and ceaselessly raising the laboring peo- 
ple’s income. The new management mechanism and policy 
must encourage collective economic grass-roots units to take 
the initiative in production and b:\siness and ensure their 
equality with the state-run economi, units in all respects, 
political, economic, and social. This is because these units 
and laboring people are also socialist economic units capa- 
ble of making very great contributions to the cause of 
national construction and defense. 


Insect Infestation Reported Nationwide 
BK050935 Hanoi Dometic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 4 Apr 88 


[Summary] “Rice blast has flared up, causing wide- 
spread damage to Sth-month spring rice in northern 
provinces. The percentage of rice areas affected by the 
blight is relatively large: about 10-20 percent.” In Nghe 
Tinh, Thanh Hoa, and Binh Tri Thien Provinces, the 
blight has ravaged roughly 10,000 hectares of rice with 
Nghe Tinh alone accounting for 6,500 hectares. 


A total of “‘over 37 metric tons of rice bugs have been 
caught in Thanh Hoa and Nghe Tinh Provinces.” It is 
reported that the “root suffocation disease is also inflict- 
ing widespread losses to low-lying, acrid soil-based rice 
areas in various northern provinces.” Rice gall flies are 
ravaging 7,000 hectares of rice in Binh Tri Thien where 
100 hectares of rice have been completely wiped out. 


“In southern provinces, baby leaf rollers are doing harm 
to 66,000 hectares of winter-spring rice” and “have 
concentrated mainly in An Giang, Dong Thap, Kien 
Giang, and Tay Ninh.” The average density of insect 
infestation in these areas is |-2 insects at least and 5-10 
insects at most per square meter. 


“In the days ahead, it is going to be overcast; the rice 
blast will develop vigorously and will do great harm to a 
number of localities”, while “baby leaf rollers, floating 
worms, rice blast, and aphelenchoides oryzae will ravage 
late-planted winter-spring rice in southern provinces.” 


It is proposed by the Vegetation Protection Department and 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry that northern 
provinces inspect and spray insecticide in ricefields to 
prevent rice blast and use scoop-nets to catch baby leafrol- 
lers in early-planted Sth-month spring ricefields coastal 
areas. Meanwhile, southern provinces must continue to 
eradicate brown leafhoppers, white-backed rice planthop- 
pers, aphelenchoides oryzae, and other insects and blights in 
late-planted winter-spring ricefields. 
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Government Trade Delegation Visits Albania 


For coverage of the trade delegation’s visit to Albania, 
including details of the protocol signed, see the Albania 
section of the 5 April East Europe DAILY REPORT and 
subsequent issues. 


Briefs 
Lai Chau Reviews Tasks 


The executive committee of the party organization of 
Dien Bien District, Lai Chau Province recently held a 
conference to review its leadership task in 1987 and 
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discuss orientations and tasks for 1988. Last year, the 
Dien Bien District party organization made great 
efforts in supervising the local people to carry out 
economic, social, national defense, and security tasks, 
thus scoring some achievements for the three major 
economic programs. The conference also discussed 
1988 tasks which include efforts to guide peasants to 
increase the Sth-month spring rice production output, 
implement the party Central Committee Political 
Bureau’s Resolution No 04 at grass-roots units, and 
accelerate other tasks of the district. [Summary] 
[BK030310 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 2300 
GMT 2 Apr 88 
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